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YOU, too, need 
A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE, 1956 


for daily devotional reading 
for information about all our missionaries and our World Mission 


for supplemental missionary programs 


EXTRA!!! Suggestions for devotional services based on A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
are new this year. Write to your state or city office for a copy. FREE. 


Bookstores 
AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
Philadelphia3: 1701 Chestnut Street Kansas City 6,Mo.: 913 Grand Avenue 
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BREAKING GROUND FOR THE FUTURE 


After 75 years of notable service to our Lord and His Kingdom on earth through 
the American Baptist Convention, in this Diamond Jubilee BMTS prepares for 
its future of continued significant witness. 





Those participating in Ground Breaking Ceremonies were: Miss Ina Burton (foreground), (I to r) 
Mrs. Helen Fields, Mrs. Marjorie Ochwat, Miss Mary Apolinar (not seen), President Werner G. 
Keucher, Mrs. Thomas Allen, Mrs. Imo Gale Millbuff, Mr. C. M. Buck, Miss Cay Hermann, and 
Mrs. Helen D’ Aboy. 


Recognizing that spiritual growth must go hand in hand with intellectual development in 
the training of those who serve Christ, and realizing that worship is a vital part of spiritual 
growth, — 


THE ALUMNAE OF BMTS are giving their School a beautiful new sanctuary in 
which to worship: 


THE CHAPEL OF THE CROSSES. 


Construction is now underway. The Chapel will be ready for worship in January, 1956, and 
will be dedicated on our 75th FOUNDERS’ DAY in April. 


We commend our faithful Alumnae for this gift of their sacrificial generosity and loving 
concern. 







President Werner G. Keucher 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 


510 Wellington Avenue 
Chicago 14, Illinois 
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Write for catalog! 
Mrs. Elle Wurster Friberg 
Director of Student Recruitment 
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LUCY P. BONNEY is an American 
Baptist Missionary in Burma. 


RUSSELL E. BROWN is an Amer- 
ican Baptist Missionary in Burma. 


LUCAS W. BUTTRY is an Ameri- 
can Baptist chaplain at Sampson Air 
Force Base, New York. 


R. DEAN GOODWIN is the secre- 
tary of the department of literature 
and press relations of the Council on 
Missionary Cooperation. 


JOSEPH H. HEARTBERG is sec- 
retary of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies’ department of town 
and country, and of Christian ministry 
to service personnel. 


RUTH C. HUNTER is an Ameri- 
can Baptist missionary at Mather 
School, Beaufort, S. C. 


HARRIET ANN SMITH HO- 
STETTLER (Mrs. Hugh Hostettler) 
is the wife of the former minister of the 
East Harlem Protestant Parish, New 
York, N. Y. 


MARTHA M. JONES (Mrs. Nor- 
wood L. Jones) is chairman of speak- 
ers and interpreters of the National 
Council of American Baptist Women. 


WILLIAM J. KEECH is the direc- 
tor of the department of missionary 
and stewardship education of the 
American Baptist Convention. 


LOREN E. NOREN is an American 
Baptist missionary in Hong Kong. 


HELEN C. SCHMITZ is secretary 
of the department of publications and 
communications of the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Societies. 


RALPH W. SOCKMAN is the min- 
ister of Christ Church (Methodist) , 
New York, N. Y. 





The Cover 


This month’s cover tells its own poignant 
story. These children live in Hong Kong, 
and they are typical of many thousands in 
Asia, in Africa, and in the Middle East 


today. 





Picture Credits 


Cover, pp. 17-19, Loren E. Noren; p. 20, 


Defense Department (Marine Corps); pp. 
24—25, 38, John C. Slemp; p. 28, Lenscraft 
Studios; p. 34, Ralph Berry. 
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Revel in rich Bible study against the background 
of breathtaking scenery—under the tutelage of 
some of America’s outstanding Bible expositors. 


To Alaska you'll sail the world-famous “inside 
passage”—waterways banked with towering 
peaks and picturesque timbered shorelines; stop 
at bustling ports with time to visit mission sta- 
tions and historical points of interest. 


To Central America you’ll fly by Pan-American 
Airways on a mission study cruise known as the 
Maya-Aztec loop. Ten brim-full days of thrilling 
sights and specialized study of three distinctly 
different Latin-American cultures and civiliza- 
tions. 


OUTSTANDING 
GUEST LEADERS 


Dr. John W. Bradbury 


Editor of The Watchman Examiner, 
a religious journal which circulates 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada, besides other countries throughout the world. Dr. Bradbury is 
a nationally known writer, commentator and world traveler. Dr. & 
Mrs. Bradbury will lead Bible study and fellowship hours on the 
Alaskan sea cruise. 

Dr. J. Lester Harnish, pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Los 
Angeles is a prominent pastor, preacher and churchman. Dr. and 
Mrs. Harnish will assist on the air cruise to Alaska. 

Additional Christian leaders of national prominence will be used 
as resource persons on each of the cruises. 






























































3 GREAT CRUISES 


Cruise # 1 


12 Days by Steamship to Alaska and the Yukon 
RUISE + (Precedes ABC Convention in Seattle) 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON FOR DETAILED 


BY SEA and AIR 


10 Days Air Cruise to Central America 
Leave from Los Angeles December 25, 1955 
Return January 3, 1956 
Price: only $355, including tax 


Leave from Seattle, Canadian Pacific Docks Wednesday, 
June 6, 1956, 8:00 a.m. Return Friday, June 15, early 
evening 

Price: only $225 and up, including tax 


CRURSE 3 Ore ee, on seatte 


Leave Seattle June 23, 1956, 8:45 a.m. by Northwest- 
Orient Airlines. Arrive Anchorage 12:30 p.m. same day. 
Study missions in Kodiak, Valdez, Cordova, and Fair- 
banks. Return to Seattle July 1, 9:30 p.m. 

Price: only $290, including tax 






INFORMATION 


Dr. James T. Martin, Director 
Christian Conference Cruises 
Chevy Chase Baptist Church 
1209 East Garfield Blvd. 
Glendale 5, California 


I am interested in one of your Christian Conference Cruises, 
Please send detailed information on 


(J Cruise #1 0 Cruise #2 C) Cruise #3 

(0 Please send complete information on all three cruises 
DORR, 05k0 00 00406. 0kde ben dh wenn enbdb0h0660 Es ub Oeseebe conneesed 
ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee 
CHF oc cccccvccccccccceccecccesoscnccesesceescen HOMO .cccccvcccs 

















The Power of Good Will 


By CHARLES A. WELLS 


FEW MONTHS AGO, there was little hope of peace. A 

thousand insoluble problems bore down upon us—the dark- 
ness, the atom bombs, and guns crowded close. Then out of des- 
peration, men tried another way. Even the Russians realized that 
there was only one path open—that of good will. Fortunately, the 
United States had leadership that was quick to forget the threats, 
the fears, the angry words, and arose to meet the new friendliness 
with sincere good will. Whatever happens from now on, we have 
seen the miracle of good will at work. No problems were solved, 
no answers found for the riddles that have locked the world in a 
dangerous stalemate. Yet in a few weeks, war became remote and 
impossible to contemplate, as the light of hope broke through the 
gloom. If the good will continues, solutions will soon appear, for 
good will creates the atmosphere of compromise and agreement. 
The United States, as well as Russia, has made mistakes. Our in- 
tolerance has caused bitterness in the world, while Russia’s cruelty 
has caused hatred. So there is room for both sides to move closer 
into the light. If we can now discover that good will springs from 
God’s will, we shall be secure. 
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December Quiz 


1. Hong Hong is (1) a Chinese pro- 
tectorate; (2) an independent repub- 
lic; (3) a British crown colony. Which 
is correct? 

2. How many (approximately) 
Swatow-speaking Chinese are now liv- 
ing in Hong Kong — 1,000,000? 
500,000? 200,000? 

3. Only one American Protestant 
denomination formerly had perma- 
nent work in the Swatow area of 
China. What was it? 

4. A chaplain sent forty gifts of 
money from service personnel to pas- 
tors back home. How many acknowl- 
edgements did he receive—twenty? 
six? thirty-nine? 

5. How many men in military serv- 
ice dedicated themselves to the gospel 
ministry last year? 

6. Christmas is a call to joy: the 
joy of a , the joy of 
, the joy of 
. Fill in the blanks. 

7. Who was the Roman emperor 
when Jesus was born? Was he Julius 
Caeser, Caesar Augustus, Tiberius, or 
Constantine? 

8. How many persons participate in 
the program each week at the Ana- 
darko Christian Center? 

9. What organization helps to main- 
tain two schools: one for Indian youth 
and the other for Negro girls? Name 
the schools. 

10. What mission field has just in- 
stalled electric lights for the first time? 

11. The denominational year ends 
December 31. It follows, therefore, 
that unless the $ needed is in 
hand, the convention will have to be- 
gin the new year with a deficit. Fill in 
the blank. 

12. A new book was recently pub- 
lished. The author says that free peo- 
ple have a moral obligation to give 
the world freedom. Name the book 
and the author. 

13. Missionary Bengt I. Anderson 
will not be permitted to return to the 
Naga Hills. He writes that the Chris- 
tian Nagas will continue the evangeli- 
cal work. There is a church member- 
ship of (1) 5,000; (2) 10,000; (3) 
100,000. Which is correct? 

14. Who bowed his head in shame 
on a visit to the Soviet Union? 

15. In Cleveland, Ohio, November 
1-4, was held the National Conference 
on the Churches and Social Welfare. 
Who was the chairman? The confer- 
ence “Message to the Churches” con- 
tained certain “unresolved issues.” 
How many? 

16. Whose office is “the pivot” 
around which the American Baptist 
Convention swings? 


Answers to Quiz on Page 44 
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His richly beaded board shows he’s the son of a chief. 
But he’s also the son of a heavenly King. 


How will he know unless he is told? And who will tell 
him? 

Twenty-eight Baptist Home Mission missionaries help 
tell the wondrous Christmas story to Indians in thirty- 


eight preaching stations. And annuities bought by you 
and your friends help provide their services. 


This Christmas why not give someone in your family 
an annuity with the American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies?* A gift for life to one whom you love is also 
a gift to this babe and his mother. 


For further information write to 





*An annuity is a Special Gift 
Agreement by which the Home 
Mission Societies, in exchange for a 
specified gift, agree to pay a definite 
sum semi-annually to the annuitant 
for the remainder of his life. A re- 
serve fund is maintained to assure 
these lifetime payments. From the 
annuity program, involving all the 
Special Gift Agreements, the So- 
cieties receive substantial support 
annually for their mission work. 


William H. Rhoades, Treasurer, 164 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Woman’s American Baptist 


Home Mission Society 
December, 1955 


The American Baptist 


Home Mission Society 
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Newsbriefs 
Christmas Reunion 
In Rangoon, Burma 





Christmas reunion is planned by 
members of the William C. Osgood 
family, American Baptist missionaries 
in Orissa, India. The Osgoods hope 
to spend Christmas with their son-in- 
law and daughter and small grandson, 
Rev. and Mrs. Clay Erickson and 
Kenny, who are studying Burmese at 
Rangoon. The Ericksons expect to be 
in student work at Moulmein. The 
Osgoods have been on the Indian mis- 
sion field for several years. All are 
graduates of Linfield College, Mc- 
Minnville, Oreg. 


Work in Assam 
Will Go Forward! 


Bengt I. Anderson, Assam mission- 
ary, now back in the United States, 
writes that the Government of India 
will not permit him to return to his 
work in the Naga Hills. Then comes 
this reassuring statement: “You will 
be glad to know that the Christian 
Nagas will continue the evangelical 
work. The churches are well organized, 
the leaders who have taken over re- 
sponsibility are sincere and _ conse- 
crated, although lacking in advanced 
training. But the Jorhat Seminary will 
provide the necessary preparation for 
those who are able to go there. Many 
of the older leaders have experiences 
in the work which will enable them to 
cope with whatever problems there 
may be. The translation work of the 
Old Testament, especially, will suffer. 
The New Testament is already availa- 
ble in six languages and portions in as 
many more. The vernacular Bible 
school now in operation will give Bible 
training to the young people and in- 
spiration for evangelism. With a mem- 
bership of close to 100,000 in our Bap- 
tist churches in the Naga Hills, the 
churches will go forward in the power 
of Christ.” 


Austin Inaugurated 
At Colby Junior College 


Eugene M. Austin, formerly pastor 
of Baptist Temple, Charleston, W.Va., 
was inaugurated as president of Colby 
Junior College, New London, N.H., 
on October 19. He was invested with 
the ceremonial collar, the emblem of 
the president’s office, by William Baird, 
chairman of the board of trustees. Dur- 
ing the inaugural ceremonies, Dr. Aus- 
tin announced that the first $60,000 
has been received in anonymous gifts 
for a new fine-arts building, which will 
be named in honor of Leslie Sawyer, 
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president of Colby from 1922 until his 
retirement last June. Members of the 
alumnae have voted to direct their 
fund-raising efforts toward this ob- 
jective. Featured speakers at the in- 
augural ceremonies were U. S. Senator 
Norris H. Cotton of New Hampshire 
and Everett N. Case, president of Col- 
gate University, Hamilton, N.Y. 
Winthrop S. Hudson, professor at Col- 
gate Rochester Divinity School, and 
John W. Thomas, associate executive 
secretary of the Ministers and Mis- 
sionaries Benefit Board, also partici- 
pated in the ceremony. 


Miss Hazzard Attended 
Hospital Dedication 


Marguerite Hazzard represented the 
American Baptist Home Mission So- 
cieties at the dedication of the new 
Baptist hospital in Managua, Nicara- 
gua, on October 30. Miss Hazzard was 
a member of the committee which first 
studied the need for increasing the 
facilities of the hospital, and has main- 
tained an active interest in the devel- 
opment of the project since that time. 
Miss Hazzard currently serves as chair- 
man of the committee on homes and 
hospitals of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies. 


Baptist Schools 
Report Fall Enrollment 


Bacone College, Muskogee, Okla., 
announces an enrollment of 176 for 
the fall semester. Included in this 
number are representatives of fifty- 
five Indian tribes from twenty-three 
states, plus students from Mexico and 
Panama. Mather School, Beaufort, 
S. C., reports an enrollment of eighty- 
six. This number includes seven eighth- 





grade students, forty-seven high-school 
students, eleven special students, and 
nineteen enrolled in the coeducational 
junior college. The two schools, for 
Indian youth and Negro girls, respec- 
tively, are maintained under the aus- 
pices of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies. 


Japan Missionaries 
Face Difficult Problems 


“There is probably nowhere on 
earth (aside from Moslem lands) 
where it is harder to get people to 
make real, unequivocal commitment 
to Christ than it is in Japan.” So writes 
Theodore W. Livingston, missionary 
at Morioka. “Time after time,” he con- 
tinues, “we have seen promising young 
men and young women succumb to 
the pressure exerted upon them by an 
eclectic, homogeneous, and pagan so- 
ciety. Even of the many who go as far 
as to make public profession of faith 
and receive baptism, a large number 
drift away from any active church re- 
lationship within five or six years. 
Antagonistic parents, girls married by 
parental arrangement into Buddhist 
homes (where they are often forbidden 
to attend church), jobs with extremely 
long hours and no Sunday holidays, 
the weakness of most churches in mak- 
ing the layman feel an important part 
of Christian work—these and other 
staggering problems have thus far 
kept the churches small.” But Mr. 
Livingston declares that, despite those 
difficulties, the gospel is making a deep 
impression upon the thinking of Japan. 
As an example, he recalls an experi- 
ence of the thirty American Baptists 
who recently toured Asian mission 
fields under the leadership of Ralph 
M. Johnson. Through the good offices 











Kindergarten at Bacolod Christian Center, Philippines, in last year’s drama- 


tization of the birth of Christ. Gifts of the Wise Men may be seen in 
front of the manger, and the Filipino star (symbol of Christmas in the 
Philippines) hangs to right of picture. Shirley Neeley, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Taylor D. Neeley, missionaries, portrayed the part of Mary 
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of an influential Japanese Christian 
layman, they were able to meet, talk, 
and shake hands with Prime Minister 
Hatoyama. Writes Mr. Livingston: 
“This is somewhat indicative, we be- 
lieve, of the esteem in which Christi- 
anity—sincere Christianity—is held by 
important people in this land.” 


B. M. T. S. Breaks Ground 
For Chapel of the Crosses 


Ground-breaking ceremonies for the 
new chapel of the Baptist Missionary 
Training School, Chicago, IIl., were 
held on October 3. Cay Hermann, 
president of the alumnae association, 
presided. Other participants included 
Werner G. Keucher, school president; 
Ina Burton, chapel-fund chairman; 
and Mary Apolinar, student-body 
president. Funds for the new building, 
to be named the Chapel of the Crosses, 
were contributed by alumnae and 
friends of the school, which is oper- 
ated under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Societies 
for the purpose of training women mis- 
sionaries and other Christian workers. 


Filipino Wedding 
In Jersey City 

A wedding of significance to the 
American Baptist world mission took 
place at the First Baptist Church, 
Jersey City, N. J., on October 16. 
Fortunata Boyles, a nurse at Margaret 
Hague Hospital, Medical Center, and 
Frederico Regner, were united in mar- 
riage by A. B. Drummond, minister 
of the church. The Christian friendli- 
ness committee, Mrs. William Schult, 
Mrs. Floyd Peters, Mrs. W. Nelson 
Sillcox, and Mrs. A. B. Drummond, 


and Jo Ann Drummond arranged the 
dinner for the wedding couple and 
thirty guests at the pastor’s home. Both 
the bride and the six young women 
who participated in the ceremony are 
graduates of the Iloilo Mission Hospi- 
tal in the Philippines, which will cele- 
brate its Golden Jubilee in March, 
1956. The young women are exchange 
students studying and serving in the 
Jersey City Medical Center. Early in 
October, Mr. Drummond had the 
pleasure of baptizing Mr. Regner, and 
later received the young couple into 
the fellowship of the church. 


Student Center 
Near Rangoon 


Addison J. Eastman, Burma mis- 
sionary, reports on the work among 
students in Rangoon. He writes: “Al- 
most a year ago, when Prime Minister 
U Nu laid the cornerstone for the Stu- 
dent Christian Center building in Ran- 
goon, he said enthusiastically, “Here is 
something worth telling to the whole 
world.’ He was speaking to a large 
group of university students and Bap- 
tist leaders gathered at the new build- 
ing site, and was referring to the fact 
that here was going to be a service 
project run by Christians but opening 
its doors to all students in the univers- 
ity, regardless of race or religion. He 
may have been the first to speak so 
enthusiastically about the center, but 
he has by no means been the last. Since 
the building was completed last June 
and the program launched in July, 
any number of people from different 
vocations have looked in and said, 
‘This is just what we needed. Let us 
know if we can help’ ” Already nearly 





Filipino wedding (left to right): Abigail Bella, Mrs. Eufemia Villavieja, 


Magdalena Vocal, 


Fortunata Boyles, 


A. B. Drummond, Frederico 


Regner, Constantino Trani, Louisa Sisson, Louisa Po, Maura Villavieja 
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three hundred have become members, 
more than fifty of whom are non- 
Christians. A program is being devel- 
oped based on the needs of the stu- 
dents. There is nothing like it any- 
where in the university area, and it is 
welcomed by all those who are con- 
cerned with student welfare. 


Church Conducts 
Commissioning Service 


At the worship service on Sunday 
evening, September 25, the First Bap- 
tist Church, Roseburg, Oreg., of which 
Raymond W. Schaefer is minister, 
conducted a commissioning service for 
Nick Neufeld, recently appointed by 
the American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies to serve as Western area di- 
rector of the Juvenile Protection pro- 
gram, under the department of the 
cities. This is the first time such a 
commissioning service had been held 
for a missionary working under the 
Juvenile Protection program. Mr. 
Neufeld attended Central Baptist The- 
ological Seminary and William Jewell 
College. He has had pastorates in Cali- 
fornia and at Riddle and Stayton, both 
in Oregon. 


Harry E, Coulter 
Receives Degree 


Harry E. Coulter, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Boise, Idaho, received 
the honorary degree of doctor of di- 
vinity at the annual convocation of 
Linfield College, McMinnville, Oreg., 
in September. President Harry L. 
Dillin conferred the degree in behalf 
of the college for Dr. Coulter’s achieve- 
ment in support of Christian education 
and for his work with young people. 


Organizes Opposition 
To Race Tracks 

Five applications for harness race 
tracks with parimutuel betting have 
been rejected by the state racing com- 
mission of New Jersey. Hearings on 
these tracks were held during the past 
summer in five counties. Opposition 
was organized in each county by Sam- 
uel A. Jeanes, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Merchantville, who also 
appeared at each hearing in behalf 
of the antigambling committee of the 
New Jersey Council of Churches. 


More Workers Needed 
In Belgian Congo 


In a recent letter, Mrs. A. C. Oster- 
holm, missionary at Vanga, Belgian 
Congo, writes of changes that have 
taken place since she and Dr. Oster- 
holm arrived in the Congo in 1926. 
Among other things she mentions their 
nice brick house instead of the small 
mud house with dirt floor and grass 
roof, and electric lights instead of 
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GREETINGS 
FROM BERKELEY 


As the Christmas Season draws near the 
hearts of all at Berkeley reach out in affec- 
tionate remembrance to Alumni and “Friends 
of Berkeley” at home and abroad. We rejoice 
in all of these Servants of the Master who 

aoe Ye are spreading near and far the “Gospel of 
President Fleming = (@regt Joy” which the Christmas Angel an- 
nounced. May the joy of God’s Unspeakable Gift fill every heart 
at this blessed Christmas Season. 





SANDFORD FLEMING 


Berkeley Baptist Divinity School 
2606 Dwight Way Berkeley 4, California 


~ FULLY ACCREDITED __ 


_ EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 


Oe? ST. DAVIDS, PA. 
‘Oy, 4-year liberal arts college maintained by Baptists to give 
9 Christian young people a well-rounded program of 

for curriculum and wholesome activity in a sound 


CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT 
“Where an education builds Christian character” 


























{I gaining in popularity — 


For over a quarter of a century 
successful teachers have used 


The DOUGLASS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


1956 


By EARL L. DOUGLASS 
(formerly The Snowden-Douglass Sunday School Lessons) | 


This series, now offers the 35th annual volume. Use- 
ful to both ministers and laymen, this Bible- 
centered, evangelical, commentary is unsurpassed as 
a guide for teachers. Through a vivid, easily-under- 
stood language, each lesson provides inspirational 
spiritual messages. 


* Complete lesson plans * Famous Hints to Teachers 
* Concise explanations * Discussion topics and 
of Biblical passages useful questions 
. * Daily Home Bible * Audio-visual aid 
pene at Readings suggestions 
eee 
Oe at all bookstores $2.95 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 
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smoky kerosene lamps. She writes of 
running water, refrigerators, washing 
machines; of a helicopter, expected 
momentarily, bringing a medical ex- 
pedition to her own back door. Then 
she comes to “the greatest change of 
all”—the increase in church members 
from 250 to 26,000. More than three 
thousand converts were baptized last 
year. She continues: “From our 
schools have come five hundred Chris- 
tian teachers and evangelists, as well 
as nurses, shop men, and others. Our 
greatest school need is missionaries 
trained for high-school work. . . . 
Medical work is handicapped because 
of a shortage of doctors. We need at 
least four. Dr. Osterholm is the only 
doctor in our Kwango field.” 


Robert A. Elfers 
To National Council Staff 


Robert A. Elfers, for the past five 
years editor of Young People and The 
High Call, American Baptist youth 
publications, is the newly elected di- 
rector and editor of the department of 
adult work of the Joint Commission on 
Missionary Education of the National 
Council of Churches. Mr. Elfers will 
direct the production of adult publica- 
tions for the commission, which under 
the publishing imprint of Friendship 
Press produces annually upwards of 
one and a half million pieces of mis- 
sionary-education literature for adults, 
youth, and children. 


New Director 
For Radio-TV 


Frederick L. Essex, director of pub- 
lic relations for Colgate Rochester 
Divinity School since 1950, is the 
newly appointed director of radio and 
television for the American Baptist 
Convention. He succeeds Roy I. Mad- 
sen, who resigned in September to 
accept a position with the American 
Bible Society. Mr. Essex was a director 
and producer of network radio pro- 
grams for an advertising agency from 
1941 through 1946. When the Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Company opened a 
station in Rochester, N. Y., in 1947, 
he was made its program manager and 
assistant to the general manager. In 
1950, he joined the staff of Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. Since 1951, 
he had worked on the school’s cen- 
tennial program. 


Radio Bible Talks 
Scheduled for December 


The American Bible Society will 
present its winter series of broadcasts 
on Radio Chapel over Station WOR, 
New York,_N. Y., for the four Sundays 
in December. Three of the addresses 
will be given by Francis Carr Stifler 
and the fourth by Laton E. Holmgren, 
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foreign secretary of the American Bible 
Society. The program will be: Decem- 
ber 4—“The Bible in Family Life,” 
Dr. Stifler; 11—“‘The Plight Before 
Christmas,” Mr. Holmgren; 18— 
“Wondrous Things Out of Thy Law,” 
Dr. Stifler; 25—“The Book That 
Came Alive,” Dr. Stifler. The broad- 
casts will be heard on Sunday, 9:30 
to 10:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. 


William Axling Fund 
Established by Home Church 


The First Baptist Church, Lincoln, 
Nebr., honored William A. Axling re- 
cently by presenting him with a Wil- 
liam Axling Fund scholarship check, 
an annual $100 gift to a worthy Japa- 
nese student studying for the minis- 
try. Dr. and Mrs. Axling have been 
members of this church for about sixty 
years, having attended there when they 
were in college. They were married in 
that church and Dr. Axling was or- 
dained there. The church is giving 
the scholarship in recognition and ap- 
preciation of the work the Axlings did 
in Japan for more than fifty years, and 
the scholarship is to have a threefold 
purpose: (1) to help a worthy Japa- 
nese student; (2) to perpetuate the 
memory of Dr. Axling among Japanese 
Christians; and (3) to stimulate mis- 
sionary interest among members of 
the church. Now retired from the mis- 
sion field at over eighty years of age, 
the Axlings continue to give an active 
witness for Christ as they speak and 
work in this country. During the past 
year Lincoln First increased its mis- 
sionary giving by more than 25 per 
cent. Pastor is Gordon H. Schoeder. 


Otto Nallinger Joins 
Board of Education 


Otto Nallinger became, on Novem- 
ber 16, the assistant director of the 
department of theological education 
of the Board of Education and Publi- 
cation of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. He had served as secretary of 
the South Dakota Baptist Convention 
since 1951. Mr. Nallinger’s first as- 
signment will be to serve as the di- 
rector of the Central States Project, 
which is designed to integrate the re- 
sources of several agencies within the 
convention to provide trained leader- 
ship for the churches in the five-state 
area of Iowa, Minnesota, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota, and Nebraska. 
Recruitment, pre-service and in-service 
training, larger parish plans, auxiliary 
leadership (women, retired pastors, 
student and lay pastors), and mini- 
mum salary plans are among the 
primary emphases of the project, with 
particular reference to securing min- 
isters with adequate training and de- 
nominational orientation and loyalty. 
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Students decorating the large Christmas 





tree that stands at the Student Center. 


“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 


This Saviour lives today! Together we acknowledge 
His coming; and at Franklin, a seat of “higher learning”, 
we should acknowledge Him not only with the mind, but 


with the commitment of the heart as well. 


The students, faculty and staff of Franklin College 
extend to each of you our warmest greetings at this joyous 


season. 


We invite you to know more about Franklin and the 
Christian atmosphere in which we work by writing to us, 


visiting the campus, and in many cases by enrolling. 


FRANKLIN COLLEGE OF INDIANA 


FRANKLIN, INDIANA 














from BOMBAY 
to BILOXI 


church study groups will see 


WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


+ «+. @ mew everyman’s pocket series in 
which many minds and many tongues 
relate men everywhere to Christ. 


Under the editorship of the recent As- 
sociate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Bishop Stephen C. 
Neill, these new guides to basic beliefs are 
sponsored by the International Missionary 
Council, in cooperation with other major 
Christian bodies. 

Which of these World Christian Books 
will be used first by your adult and young 
adult groups for study, discussion and 
greater understanding? Ask your book sup- 
plier for rates on the quantities you need 
for group use and resale to members for 
individual study. Here are the first four 
World Christian Books. 











THE CHRISTIANS’ GOD 


STEPHEN C. NEILL 


A simply written, Bible-rooted explanation 
of how our God differs from those of the 
Orientals and primitive peoples, and how 
man is made in God’s image. Makes clear the 
Christian concepts of God as an all-power- 
ful, living, acting God; as light; as love; 
as the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 


CHRISTIAN GIVING 


Vv. S. AZARIAH 


The late Bishop Azariah examines the scrip- 
tural concepts of stewardship, as practiced 
by Ist century Christians and by members 
of “Young Churches” in Asia today. Gives 
fresh insights on first fruits, tithing, free- 
will offerings, and the meaning of “giving 
to God.” Outlines methods every church 
can use. 


MARK’S WITNESS TO 
JESUS CHRIST 


EDUARD LOHSE 


Here, in the language of the modern lay- 
man, is a fresh look at the oldest of the 
Gospels, central to the development of the 
New Testament. It clearly answers the 
questions, Who was Jesus? What is His 
claim on us?—and renews the reader’s vi- 
sion of the vitality of the fellowship of be- 
lievers. 


CHRISTIANITY AND 
SCIENCE 

CHARLES E. RAVEN 
A distinguished naturalist demonstrates the 
harmony of Christianity and modern sci- 
ence. Dr. Raven shows how God’s revelation 
in Christ, and what Christ accomplished in 
His life and in His death, can satisfy the 
mind of the intelligent modern man, and 
compel him to revere and adore. 


Single titles, $1.25 at your bookstore 
ASSOCIATION PRESS 


291 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 
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The project integrates the programs of 
the Commission on the Ministry; the 
Commission on Rural Advance of the 
Associated Home Mission Agencies; 
the Minnesota Convention of the 
American Baptist Churches; the Bap- 
tist State Conventions of Iowa, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, and Nebraska; 
the Twin City Baptist Union; the 
American Baptist Home Mission So- 
cieties; the Ministers and Missionaries 
Benefit Board; and the Board of Edu- 
cation and Publication. 


New Church Organized 
In Toledo, Ohio 


Charter-member night for Judson 
Baptist Church, Toledo, Ohio, was 
held on September 21, with applica- 
tions for membership from forty-six 
persons, twelve of these coming by 
baptism, seven by restoration, and the 
other twenty-seven by letters from 
seven churches of three states. Thus 
Judson Baptists, who had been meet- 
ing as a mission since June 1, became 
a full-fledged church. It is the first 
new church to be formed in the Toledo 
Baptist Association since the founding 
of the Macedonia Baptist Church in 
1918, thirty-seven years ago. Judson 
Baptist Church is the result of efforts 
which began last February, when War- 
ren E. Jackson came from Sheridan, 
Mich., to study areas of Toledo and 
its environs in order to find a place 
where a church might be started. After 
two months of study, it was decided to 
start work in the northwest suburban 
area of Toledo. This decision was ar- 
rived at with the help of the committee 
on missions and church extension, of 
which Charles E. Kempton and Siebe 
S. Feldmann are cochairman. A site 
committee, composed of two members 
each from First Baptist Church and 
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church 
helped in choosing and securing a site 
at 2880 Laskey Road. It is hoped that 
a building may be started in 1956. 


Anniversary 
Celebrations 


First Baptist Church, Winona, 
Minn., its 100th, October 1-2. G. G. 
Phillips, pastor. 

First Baptist Church, Pawtucket, 
R.I., its 150th, October 16-23. E. C. 
Prime, pastor. 

First Baptist Church, Groton, Conn., 
its 250th, October 19-21. D. C. Tuttle, 
pastor. 

Newport Baptist Church, Newport, 
N.J., its 100th, October 19-23. John 
E. Johnson, pastor. 

Linfield College, McMinnville, 
Oreg., its 100th. Harry L. Dillin, presi- 
dent. 

Denison University, Granville, Ohio, 
its 125th. A. Blair Knapp, president. 





World Christianity 


By ANNA CANADA SWAIN 





New Secretary, 
British Council of Churches 


The British Council of Churches 
has just elected its first free-church 
general secretary. Kenneth Slack, a 
minister of the Presbyterian Church 
of England, succeeds R. David Say, 
who is now a rector in Hertfordshire. 
Although Mr. Slack is not yet forty, 
he has had wide experience both as 
pastor and as a religious editor. 


Semantics And 
Christian Unity 


Language barriers are the subject 
of a good deal of discussion in the 
World Council of Churches. Even 
those who can speak English well claim 
that they can be more effective in their 
native German or French. As for the 
Asians, the problem is even more diffi- 
cult. Not long ago a translation of the 
name “Protestant Episcopal Church” 
came out in Chinese as “The Church 
of the Kicking Overseers.” 


Ecumenical 
Work Camps 


The Ecumenical Work Camps may 
well go down in history as one of the 
most important agencies for the pro- 
motion of international justice and 
good will. Their challenge to “come 
and build” not only has produced 
badly needed buildings and roads for 
people in need, but has led to the 
rehabilitation of despairing men and 
women and given youth of the West 
an urgent sense of responsibility to 
build a new kind of world. The will- 
ingness of young people to pay their 
way to distant places; to do hard, 
manual labor; to pray and to study 
their Bibles with other young people, 
despite language barriers—these things 
have made deep impressions around 
the world. During the past summer the 
cpportunities for service were varied: 
Near St. Quentin, France, a home for 
aged people was well repaired; near 
Rome a Protestant youth center added 
to its equipment; in Trondheim, Nor- 
way, in a new housing area, a small 
church was constructed; in Nysted, 
Denmark, a man who had himself lost 
both hands, was assisted in building 
an international home for the rehabil- 
itation of handicapped young people; 
on a lonely fishing island in Finland a 
tiny church partly destroyed by a storm 
was replaced; in Lefkohori, Greece, a 
village destroyed in the civil war of 
1947, and now partly restored by 
UNESCO and an American college, 
rocks, collected by the the inhabitants, 
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were built into a church; in Korea a 
dormitory for Christian students at 
Kyung Buk University was built. In 
the U. S. A., in Delmo, Mo., a com- 
munity center was enlarged; at Ga- 
nado, Ariz., an irrigation dam on an 
Indian reservation was improved; and 
in Swannanoa, N. C., log cabins were 
built for an interracial conference 
center. 


The Kikuyu 
And Tragedy 

All over Africa there is today stark 
tragedy. Seething resentment of the 
white man, fomented by fanatical and 
often self-seeking black leaders, has 
for many months now made Kenya 
especially a place of danger for both 
blacks and whites. In large detention 
camps thousands of Africans are wait- 
ing with impassive faces to be screened. 
Families are separated, and latest re- 
ports would indicate that the women 
at least are getting very weary of the 
ordeal through which they have been 
going. Since the Kikuyus have always 
lived in scattered homes, not in vil- 
lages, the new plan of the Government 
to place all loyal Kikuyus in villages 
for their own safety, is bringing about 
a social change which is much dis- 
liked. Some Africans see Mau Mau 
as their only way to reach national 
independence. Others are loyal but are 
devoted to their own people. All are 
agreed on the practically impassible 
barrier between them and the Euro- 
pean. A deeply religious group, many 
of them have gone from paganism into 
Christianity. Many others who had 
gone into Mau Mau by taking the 
oaths have turned from it and are 
seeking help in either Christianity or 
some other faith. A very large num- 
ber, mostly Christians or thoughtful 
pagans, have been either killed or 
tortured because they have refused to 
take the oath. The Kenya Europeans 
have been stirred to the very depths 
by what has happened and are desper- 
ately looking for a new way of life. 


Pakistan Christians 
In Politics 


Stern warning has been given to the 
Moslems by the Pakistan joint Chris- 
tian board that the state must live up 
to its promises that religious minorities 
shall be allowed to elect their own 
representatives to the National Con- 
stituent Convention. 


Luthern Film 
Is Banned 


Although the now famous film of 
the Reformation has now been seen by 
millions in twenty-six countries, it has 
been banned in the Philippines, Peru, 
Egypt, and the French Catholic prov- 
ince of Quebec, Canada. 
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Letters... 


TO THE EDITOR 





SIR: Enclosed is a check for $10 to be 
used at your own discretion for those who 
are unable to pay for subscriptions for 
Missions. Having been a subscriber for 
many years, I would not be without a 
single copy. Another lady in our church 
and I have fun finding the answers to the 
eighteen quiz questions and usually find 
every answer. For a missionary-minded, 
praying, and giving church, each member 
should read Missions from “cover to 
cover.” 

Mrs. J. M. Cari_son 
Menlo Park, Calzif. 

| 


SIR: I was an ardent supporter of the 
old League of Nations, and now of the 
United Nations. I wish to congratulate you 
for the editorial ““Ten Determined Years.” 
It is well balanced, accurate, and states- 
manlike. Edwin A. Bell’s article on Europe 
is really wonderful. Here are facts, re- 
vealing the “real germ” that is causing so 
much confusion in our world today— 
Christianity versus materialism. 

Wiiuram M. Livencoop 
Seattle, Wash. 

a 


SIR: May I congratulate you on your 
forthright approach to, and understanding 
of, the issues and purpose of the United 
Nations, as expressed in your editorial 
“Ten Determined Years” in October 
Missions. As an accredited observer at the 
U.N. for American Baptists, I find great 
pleasure in presenting this forceful presen- 
tation to the U.N. department of public 
information and to the U.S. mission to 
the U.N. This is one of the important ways 
we Christians have of influencing the 
affairs of government and of the world, by 
helping to prepare the climate for peace 
with justice and freedom. 

Mase B. MArtTIN 
Summit, N. J. 

& 


SIR: I owe my Christian life to the Italian 
Baptist Mission, Orange, N. J., which is 
no more. But my interest in missions is 
very keen. After I married we moved away 
from the nearest Baptist church and I now 
attend a Presbyterian church. I enclose a 
part of this church’s program, showing 
that gifts to missions increased three times 
since it gave every family a subscription 
for the official magazine [Presbyterian 
Life]. Put Missions in every Baptist home 
and God will do the rest. 

Josepu P. Cacossa 
West Orange, N. J. 

& 


SIR: Please accept the renewal of our 
subscription for Missions magazine, which 
is so masterly edited by you. We enjoy 
every line. We are grateful for the very 
interesting, informative articles from our 
ambassadors of the kingdom of God in all 
parts of the world, and for the editorials 
which make one think and give deep in- 
sight into the problems of these critical 
times. 

Mr. AND Mrs. J. BELEHRAD 
Yonkers, N. Y. 

BS 


SIR: I was brought up on Tidings and 
Helping Hand and then on Missions. For 
information and inspiration, Missions is 
unexcelled. I would hate to be without it. 

Mrs. C. I. ALLEN 
Massena, N. Y. 








One Sunday I was early... 


I was early, and I waited, worrying. 
How could J teach today’s great lesson 
—to youngsters so full of electronics 
and space ships and science . . . 

The children came then, running 
and excited. “Please!” they begged, 
“may we open the window and hear 
the new bells?” 

We listened together while the great 
voices rang—music that took me back 
to lessons I’d been taught. And sud- 
denly I knew what I would say! 

This is the ministry of the bells. 
As their voices reach out and flood the 
heart in need—-so faith seeks out the 
soul and finds a dwelling there. 


how your church can receive 
the inspiration of the bells 


Now, through the 
“modern miracle” 
' of electronics— 
and the dedicated engineering of 
Stromberg-Carlson—you can hear the 
true bell tones of tons of cast bells— 
produced by tiny bars of metal, housed 
in a small, handsome wall cabinet. No 
heavy tower, no traditional expense. 
The glorious music of bells is yours 
—played from a simple keyboard, or 
automatically. Write for 12-page bro- 
chure telling how your church can 
enjoy a Stromberg-Carlson carillon or 
bell system now. 


Stromberg-Carlson® 


SOUND EQUIPMENT DIVISION 
1249 Clifford Ave. * Rochester 21, N. Y. 
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At I See Kt 


By WILLIAM B. LIPPHARD 





HE LATEST American church 

statistics, according to 1956 Year- 
book of American Churches, widely 
publicized in recent months, leave me 
in a somewhat skeptical mood. 

Of course, if there are 94,142,455 
church members, including 18,448,621 
Baptists, in the United States, it means 
that 60 per cent of the American peo- 
ple are attached to church or syna- 
gogue. Encouraging should be the 
steady upward ratio from 16 per cent 
in 1800 to 60 per cent today, and the 
significant growth in Protestant mem- 
bership from 27 per cent only thirty 
years ago to 35 per cent as of now, 
whereas the Catholic increase is from 
16 per cent to only 20 per cent. The 
nation-wide publicity given these sta- 
tistics has prompted the over-all con- 
clusion that the U. S. A. must be 
morally sound, supporting a whole- 
some religious life, and therefore a 
Christian nation. 

a 


And yet I am skeptical! 

I question the accuracy of the sta- 
tistics. J simply do not believe that 
there are eighteen million Baptists in 
the United States. Thousands of Bap- 
tist churches year after year fail to do 
some much-needed, ruthless house- 
cleaning in erasing countless names 
of non-resident members, of inactive 
people whose church attachment is 
limited to attendance at Easter, who 
send their children to Sunday school 
in the hope that some faithful teacher 
will succeed where the home fails in 
character building. I imagine that 
other denominations are also guilty 
of this housecleaning negligence. I 
question the accuracy of 32,403,432 
Roman Catholic members, since the 
figures include all Catholic infants, 
whereas Baptists, Disciples, and other 
evangelical churches list only adult 
and teen-age members. 

My skepticism over the assertion 
that the U. S. A. is a Christian nation 
increases when I consider our crime 
waves; gangsterism; juvenile delin- 
quency; second-class citizenship based 
on race and color; declining moral 
standards; marital infidelities; our 
terrific divorce rate, which too often 
means consecutive polygamy instead 
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of the simultaneous polygamy of pagan 
civilizations; increasing drunkenness; 
the huge, alarming number of alco- 
holics; political corruption; the stran- 
glehold of labor-union bosses, whose 
men probably went to mass on Sunday 
and during the week paralyzed the 
New York waterfront; the enthusiastic 
support given by everybody, except a 
courageous few, to the grisly business 
of mass murder which is sanctified as 
war; the cheap, trashy, pornographic 
stuff that people read; the pernicious 
influence of certain movies (I cannot 
comment on television, because I own 
no TV set) ; and the appalling desecra- 
tion of Sunday as a day of holiness and 
spiritual renewal. Surely, if 60 per cent 
of the people were active and faithful 
church members, these things would 
not so be. 

Supporting the church-membership 
statistics is an immense expansion in 
church building. During the past ten 
years, as reported in Time magazine, 
the American churches spent more 
than three billion dollars on new and 
remodeled construction, as compared 
with one billion dollars during the 
preceding decade. Numerous maga- 
zines have featured articles on religion. 
There seems to be more Bible reading. 
Thousands of people competed in The 
New York Herald Tribune’s series of 
fifty-four Bible-name puzzles. There 
seems to be an urge to greater piety. 
Prayers and Bible quotations appear 
on newspaper editorial pages. Promi- 
nent preachers publicly answer ques- 
tions from numerous anxious and wor- 
ried inquirers. Immense crowds are 
drawn to meetings conducted by a 
popular professional evangelist. 


All this ecclesiastical well-being, 
this religious expansionism, encourag- 
ing and inspiring as it ought to be, 
nevertheless leaves me skeptical. I re- 
joice in this abundance of religious ac- 
tivity, even as I wonder how much it 
represents religious vitality. And I 
wonder to what extent this alleged 
American religious awakening is 
prompted and sustained by the cur- 
rent hysterical fear of communism, by 
widespread feelings of personal in- 
security, by the all-pervading interna- 





tional tensions amid which we live 
(with their threat of atomic annihila- 
tion), or by a new tendency to seek 
God as a resource in getting what a 
man or a nation wants in life. If such 
are the underlying motivations, then 
the awakening is likely to be shallow 
rather than deep, spurious instead of 
genuine, transient and not enduring. 

These church statistics, compla- 
cently and joyfully hailed as evidence 
of American Christianity, merely 
register the quantity, factual or ex- 
aggerated, of Christian disciples. They 
cannot register quality in Christian 
discipleship. The moral life of Amer- 
ica would be vastly enhanced and the 
moral as well as political leadership of 
America in world affairs would be im- 
mensely strengthened if we had per- 
haps fewer but better church members. 

This month the whole world pauses 
again for one short day to observe 
Christmas. It should be an appropriate 
time for all of us to take stock of our- 
selves, to ask whether our church at- 
tachment is fraudulent or sincere, 
whether our church membership is 
hypocritical or genuine, whether we 
belong to the vast majority who con- 
stitute the mass quantity of disciples, 
or whether perchance we are members 
of the small minority who maintain 
the true and high quality of Christian 
discipleship. 

a 

As reported in The New York 
World-Telegram, a survey by a big 
whiskey distiller disclosed that “whis- 
key is the most important gift among 
business men at Christmas!” Is this 
a shocking revelation, or is it not? In 
order to capture this month’s Christ- 
mas market, this distiller has ordered 
a huge quantity of fancy holiday de- 
canters, packed in containers shaped 
like florists’ boxes. The decanter is 
described as “a honey in design” and 
the New York newspaper predicts that 
if fancy glass will thus sell liquor, then 
this distiller is destined to reap a 
golden Christmas harvest. Recently 
The United States News reported 650 
million gallons of whiskey in bonded 
storage, equal to ten years’ supply at 
present rate of consumption. Obvi- 
ously, whiskey producers are compelled 
to make feverish, spectacular, nation- 
wide efforts, marked by Christmas 
desecration and irreverence, to sell 
that immense quantity of whiskey. We 
have fallen upon sorry days in this 
grand, supposedly Christian nation 
when the most important Christmas 
gift among American business men has 
come to be a fancy glass decanter 
filled with whiskey. If 60 per cent of 
the American people really are church 
members, then so large a multitude 
surely could speedily end such Christ- 
mas desecration. 
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ECEMBER is an excellent time for checking up on 
ourselves and on our world. What kind of year 
has it been thus far? Is the world any better than it was 
eleven months ago? Are its peoples more humane in 
their dealings one with another, more cooperative, more 
inclined to the ways of good will and brotherhood? Is 
the ideal of a just and lasting peace among the nations 
any nearer fulfillment? Perhaps the answers will de- 
pend, at least in part, on answers to questions that we 
ought to ask ourselves. What have we done to make the 
world better, more humane, more cooperative, more 
inclined to the ways of good will and brotherhood? 
What have we done to bring the nations closer to a 
just and lasting peace for all men? As Christmas ap- 
proaches, what do we find in our inner selves? Are we 
more tolerant, more ready to forgive, more Christlike 
than we were eleven months ago? Let us think on these 
things as Christmas comes, as the year ends, and as a 
new year approaches. 


A.B.C. Will Need 
$720,000 More 


INCE May 1, the American Baptist Convention has 
been operating on a short fiscal year of only eight 
months, in order to begin on the calendar-year basis 
as of January 1. When the change was authorized, it 
was generally understood that this transitional period 
would have its financial difficulties. And now those diffi- 
culties are here according to schedule! A communica- 
tion from Ralph M. Johnson, general director of the 
Council on Missionary Cooperation, reminds us that by 
December 31 the convention will need $720,000 more 
than was received by that date last year. Dr. Johnson 
explains that the largest share of this amount will be 
needed to repay the $380,000 which had to be bor- 
rowed to pay running expenses since May 1. But there 
is nothing new about this situation. Year after year the 
convention has been operating that way—borrowing 
money in the summer months and paying it back the 
following spring. So far as this short fiscal year is con- 
cerned, however, there will be no spring. The year ends 
December 31, in the bleak, cold winter. It follows, 
therefore, that unless the $720,000 needed is in hand 
by December 31, the convention will have to begin the 
new year with an impeding deficit. We cannot believe 
that American Baptists will permit the present year to 
end in that fashion. After all, it is not more money 
that the convention is asking for; all that is requested 
is that the money pledged shall be paid this month, 
when it is due. The short-year budget is only $5,200,000, 
which is just two-thirds of what it would have been if 
the fiscal year had been a full twelve months. So the 
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obligation of every church and every church member 
among us is crystal clear. Let us pay our pledges now 
and send the money to state and national treasuries 
well in advance of December 31. In what better way 
could we approach the Christmas season and the new 
year? We could then begin the new year with a clean 
set of books. And an over-and-above gift to the Baptist 
world mission would make this a memorable Christmas. 


A Church Grows 
In Nation’s Capital 


UR NEWS COLUMNS this month carry the 

story of the cornerstone laying of the elegant new 
edifice of the First Baptist Church, Washington, D.C., 
on October 15. Back of this story is another—the story 
of the remarkable growth of a city church in a time 
when many city churches were finding it difficult to sur- 
vive. It all began in December, 1936, when Edward 
Hughes Pruden became pastor. At that time the mem- 
bership of the church was 775, and its annual budget 
$17,000. Today, its membership is 2,000, and its an- 
nual budget $240,000. Asked about the wide difference 
between these budget figures, Dr. Pruden explained 
that the present budget includes gifts to the church’s 
building program. But, he added, that is being thought 
of as a permanent budget, rather than a temporary one, 
since paying for the new building and for additions to 
it will require several years. The church’s gifts to mis- 
sions when Dr. Pruden became pastor totaled a little 
more than $5,000. During the past year they totaled 
more than $33,000. Even while it was erecting its own 
building the church sent $5,000 to help rebuild a 
bombed church building in Yokohama, and gave an- 
other $5,000 to the Chinese Community Church in 
Washington, D.C. This church that is growing in the 
nation’s capital is affiliated with the American Baptist 
Convention, the Southern Baptist Convention, the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and the World Council of 
Churches. We would suggest to Southern Baptists that 
it seems to have lost nothing either in vigor at home or 
in missionary outreach through these relationships. 


When an American 
Bowed in Shame 


ELEVISION’S most poignant moment of the year 

came during a National Broadcasting Company tele- 
cast called “People,” on Sunday afternoon, October 9. 
Joseph H. Jackson, president of the National Baptist 
Convention, U.S.A., was telling his viewers that during 
a visit to the Soviet Union a few weeks previously he 
had bowed his head in shame—not over something that 
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had happened there, but over something that had hap- 
pened here, in the United States of America. “I had 
been talking about the ideals of the United States,” said 
Dr. Jackson, sadly. “And then one evening I returned 
to my hotel to read a story about what was happening 
in the state of Mississippi—how the candidates for gov- 
ernor were basing their whole philosophy on race 
hatred. That was a time that I really bowed my head 
in shame. I hated for Russia to know that we had that 
kind of thing in the United States.” Now, all that took 
place before the kidnap-murder in Mississippi of four- 
teen-year-old Emmett Louis Till, of Chicago, on August 
28; before the perfectly legal trial in which two men, 
who had admitted the kidnapping, were acquitted of 
murder. Though the court followed the letter of the law 
precisely, and though the judge was fair in his decisions, 
the verdict shocked the nation and the world. Racism 
and the doctrine of white supremacy were so much in 
evidence throughout the entire episode as to cause all 
true Americans to bow their heads in shame. This 
kidnap-murder, mind you, did not take place in com- 
munist, police-controlled Russia, but in democratic, 
liberty-living Mississippi. And yet the white supremacists 
in that state, and in other states, make the biggest noise 
in condemning communism and are first in line in horn- 
tooting, flag-waving ceremonies. Yes, Dr. Jackson, these 
things are enough to cause all of us to bow our heads in 
shame. In so far as possible, your fellow Christians sit 
where you sit, weep as you weep, suffer the same an- 
guish of mind and spirit that you suffer. And we pledge 
our best efforts in helping bring to a speedy end such 
exhibitions of lawlessness and such outrages against 
human decency as took place in Mississippi nearly a 
century after the Emancipation Proclamation. 


Trouble Brewing 
In Middle East 


ROM the Arabian Sea westward to the Straits of 
Gibraltar, the vast expanse of hills and deserts 
called the Middle East is having its “time of troubles.” 
At the moment, it is the hottest sector of the cold war. 
Beneath the desert sands of this large territory are oceans 
of oil that each side in the conflict would like very much 
to have. And living there are the peoples of the Arab 
world, who are as yet uncommitted in the struggle. Un- 
doubtedly, it is what happens to the people, rather than 
the oil, that will determine which side the Arab world 
will choose if and when a choice must be made. For 
example, in French North Africa—Morocco, Algeria, 
and Tunisia—are twenty million poverty-stricken Arabs 
who must be reckoned with. Though France may have 
had legal grounds for withdrawing from the General 
Assembly of the United Nations because of the vote to 
consider the explosive situation in Algeria, she cannot 
on either legal or moral grounds withdraw from her 
obligation to the hungry, disillusioned people of the land. 
If she does withdraw from this obligation, then she will 
have no one but herself to blame if the Communists 
take over. In view of what happened in Indo-China re- 
cently, it would seem that France should have learned 
this lesson by now. But apparently she has learned noth- 
ing at all. As a matter of fact, all the Western democra- 
cies, including the United States, have been entirely too 
reluctant to face the facts of the cold war. Seeing only 
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communist conspiracy or connivance in every uprising 
of outraged peoples, they have been largely blind to the 
demands of the economic and social revolution that is 
rolling like a tidal wave across most of the world. So 
they have thought that the way to deal with the situa- 
tion was to put billions of dollars into military might, 
with only small change here and there for the social, eco- 
nomic, and political advancement of the common man 
in the troubled areas. And now, to make matters worse, 
an arms race is on between Egypt and Israel. From 
Czechoslovakia will go arms for Egypt, and possibly 
from Moscow will go technical and economic assistance. 
So the race is on for the allegiance of the Arab world. 
A newspaper editorial writer wonders why Russia 
“waited so long to throw in her lot with the Arabs and 
thus set in motion the fears, hatred and rivalries that 
have been there ever since the State of Israel was 
formed.” In our thinking, however, the greatest wonder 
is why the Western democracies have been so indiffer- 
ent to those very fears, hatreds, and rivalries, and have 
done so little toward removing them. 


Toward a New Approach 
To World Missions 


EADERS of this magazine are aware of certain 
changes that have been taking place in mission- 
ary strategy in recent years: In field after field, trained 
nationals have taken over more and more of the ad- 
ministration and services of the several missions, because 
it was right and proper that they should have larger 
responsibilities and because the missionaries were needed 
for other tasks. In his excellent article in this issue, 
Loren E. Noren says that American Baptist mission- 
aries are in Hong Kong at the request of Swatow- 
speaking Chinese Christians to work hand in hand with 
them as “partners in Christ” to meet some of the prob- 
lems and opportunities which the churches are facing. 
A superb concept! It is in exactly that role that mis- 
sionaries ought to think of themselves. Indeed, their 
greatest success lies in working themselves out of a job— 
in doing their work so well that their services will no 
longer be needed in a given field or area of service. It 
would seem that in India the political situation is forcing 
missionary work to conform to that concept—if there 
still are any missionaries who are reluctant to accept it. 
India’s new policy, as announced in late summer, is 
that no new missionaries will be permitted to enter the 
country either as replacements or as additional members 
of the mission unless Indians are not available for the 
work required. Does this statement signify the defeat of 
missions in India? Not at all; not defeat, but triumph! 
The mission is wherever the church is, whether in India 
or in the United States. Indian Christians, as well as 
American Christians, can be missionaries—and ought 
to be. And, to employ Loren Noren’s way of putting it, 
American Christians can, and should, work hand in 
hand with Indian Christians as “partners in Christ” to 
meet some of the problems and opportunities which the 
churches are facing. If visas are refused for new mis- 
sionaries to enter areas where political tension is acute, 
as it is now in Assam and South India, let us try to 
understand the situation, seek other ways in which to 
render missionary service, and so continue to make dis- 
ciples of all nations. 


MISSIONS 








Response to the Nation’s Needs 


IFTEEN HUNDRED PERSONS from forty-three 

states, the District of Columbia, Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, Canada, Switzerland, India, Germany, Japan, 
and Uruguay made church and social-welfare history 
in Cleveland, Ohio, November 1-4. They were the dele- 
gates, consultants, and accredited visitors who attended 
the National Conference on the Churches and Social 
Welfare, sponsored by the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. through its depart- 
ment of social welfare and its division of home missions. 
The conference was the first of its kind in the life of 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches in the 
United States. 


Roy G. Ross, general secretary of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, called the conference “the most com- 
prehensive meeting in this field in the history of the 
churches of America.” It was, indeed. It was compre- 
hensive in personnel. Its delegates, consultants, and visi- 
tors include church dignitaries, educators, sociologists, 
theologians, social-welfare leaders, and government offi- 
cials. Present were delegates from the thirty-one member 
denominations identified with the work of the two spon- 
soring units of the National Council, and from state and 
local councils of churches. Special recognition was given 
to five organizations as associates: the Y.M.C.A., the 
Y.W.C.A., the Salvation Army, the Volunteers of 
America, and the American Hospital Association. Rep- 
resenting most of the leading welfare agencies that gen- 
erally cooperate with the churches were accredited visi- 
tors and consultants. 


Three years in the making, this conference was com- 
prehensive also with respect to preparation. In a series 
of parallel studies, leaders of fifteen major denomina- 
tions had explored the historical and theological bases 
of the welfare programs of their respective groups. Their 
findings were made available in a 120-page book, The 
Activating Concern. A second 214-page volume, The 
Changing Scene, based on an inventory of the vast 
health and welfare services of the nation’s churches, 
deals with current trends and issues in the welfare field. 

Additional preparation included a series of confer- 
ences across the country in September, in which churches 
looked into the needs and problems of church-supported 
hospitals, children’s homes, and similar agencies. More- 
over, advance materials (“working papers”) had gone 
out to delegates assigned to twenty sectional groups. Ten 
of these groups, termed “functional,” considered such 
areas as child welfare, health and medical care, and 
services to groups in settlements, hospices, and neigh- 
borhood houses. The second ten, called “general,” dealt 
with such problems as church-state relations in social 
welfare, administering church agencies and institutions, 
and the role of home missions in social welfare. 

Such was the behind-the-scenes picture as the dele- 
gates gathered in the Music Hall of Cleveland’s Public 
Auditorium for the opening plenary session. Before them 
on a blue velvet stage backdrop was a twelve-foot cross, 
and above it, nearer the front of the stage, a giant 
streamer bearing the words of the conference theme: 
THE CHURCHES RESPOND TO THE NATION’S NEEDS. In a 
solemn moment of dedication the delegates prayed for 


December, 1955 


wisdom in order that they might be better equipped to 
perform their tasks, and so to use the gifts of God’s 
providence as to bring hope to the discouraged, light 
to those who walk in darkness, comfort to those who are 
hurt, and strength to those who are weak. 
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Why such a conference? Chiefly because the church, 
which nurtured social concern and action in the nation 
until comparatively recent times and was the recognized 
leader in this field, now finds that it is doing only a small 
part of the nation’s welfare work. Dr. Ross declared at 
the opening session that new developments and “a 
vastly changed situation” made it essential that Amer- 
ican Protestantism take a new look at one of the three 
great ministries of the church—social welfare (the other 
two being evangelism and education). The church to- 
day, he asserted, “‘finds itself in a confused state of mind 
regarding its responsibilities” in the area of social wel- 
fare. 

Conference Chairman Leonard W. Mayo, director 
of the Association for the Aid of Crippled Children, 
New York, N. Y., stated the “challenge of the confer- 
ence” in these words: “to help determine how the 
church may become as effective today as it was in its 
early history in meeting the needs of the whole man.” 
At one time, he pointed out, the church “was not only 
the spiritual center of the community, but to a very 
large extent the source of material relief, the protector 
of the homeless, the educational center, the haven of the 
aged and the ill, and the focus of all charitable activity.” 
But not now. “Like the American home,” Dr. Mayo 
continued, “the church has seen many of the functions 
it developed and nurtured pass into the hands of secular 
agencies.” 

So the conference set itself to the task of considering 
(1) the role and function of the churches in relation to 
the changing needs in social welfare, and (2) how the 
churches can help America meet its health and wel- 
fare needs. To accomplish this purpose the conference 
worked in plenary sessions, in sectional groups, and 
through its message committee—enough sessions to fill 
many hours each day of the four-day meeting. 
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The “changing scene” in the area of social welfare 
in the past thirty to fifty years is one of rapid growth, 
specialization, and secularization. Figures quoted from 
America’s Needs and Resources: A New Survey reveal 
that total private welfare expenditures were estimated 
to have been $1,278,000,000 in 1930, $1,419,000,000 in 
1940, and $4,526,000,000 in 1950. Estimated expendi- 
tures for public welfare programs, however, were $1,- 
288,000,000 in 1930, $5,428,000,00 in 1940, and $12,- 
348,500,000 in 1950. Thus expenditures for private wel- 
fare work were 250 per cent higher in 1950 than in 1930; 
but public welfare expenditures were some 900 per cent 
higher in 1950 than in 1930. 

Recent estimates prepared for the Cleveland confer- 
ence show the role of Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches in this mighty drama of ministering to human 
needs. They have more than 2,700 church-related in- 
stitutions and agencies, with total capital assets of 
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about $3,350,000,000, and an annual operating expense 
of $1,000,000,000. They have 700 homes for the aged; 
800 services to children; 600 hospitals; 65 clinics, dis- 
pensaries, convalescent homes, and other health services; 
550 neighborhood houses and settlements; 170 camps; 
475 residences, hospices, and temporary shelters; 140 re- 
habilitation services; and other services and agencies. 

As a part of the over-all picture, American Baptists, 
have 43 homes for the aged, 14 children’s homes, and 
6 hospitals. These have property value at $25,000,000 
and endowments aggregating $9,000,000. They spent 
$8,000,000 in building contracts in 1954, had oper- 
ating expenditures of $9,000,000, and served 35,000 
persons. Additional thousands were served, of course, 
through our Christian centers, city societies, and other 
agencies and services classified as home missions. 

But there is more work to be done in the immediate 
future—more for everybody. Speaking at one of the 
plenary sessions, Bradshaw Mintener, assistant secre- 
tary of the United States department of health, educa- 
tion, and welfare, said that population trends indicate 
that by 1965 we shall have 26,000,000 more people 
than we have today. There will be 25 per cent more 
persons beyond sixty-five years of age, 17 per cent 
more children under fifteen years of age, and a 13 per 
cent increase in the ages between these two groups. 
It follows, therefore, that, in order to keep pace with 
this population growth, social-welfare agencies, both 
public and private, must expand by at least 15 per cent 
in the next ten years. 

Turning to the “increasing mobility” of the Amer- 
ican people—moving from east to west, from farms to 
cities, and from cities to suburbs—Mr. Mintener main- 
tained that these mobility trends will increase in the next 
few years. Constant movers, he pointed out, usually 
suffer the disadvantages of being uprooted. Especially 
acute are the hardships of migrant farm workers, who 
face constantly the perils of “low economic status, poor 
housing, lack of educational opportunity, and inade- 
quate medical care.” 
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In speeches and panels at plenary sessions and in 
group reports, two principles with regard to the relation 
of church-supported welfare work and the welfare work 
of public agencies became increasingly clear. 

The first of these principles is the interrelatedness of 
the two welfare groups. There should be absolutely no 
competition between them. Each needs the stimulation 
that the other can give. Church-supported agencies need 
the knowledge and skills of the public agencies, and pub- 
lic agencies need the insights into human personality and 
the needs of the total man that church-supported agen- 
cies have to offer. Ira De A. Reid, professor of sociology 
at Haverford College, asserted that the church-sup- 
ported welfare program should not compete “with pro- 
fessionally organized social-welfare programs, public or 
private. It may,” he said, “complement and supplement 
these programs where necessary, but, in the main, such 
a program should have its own peculiar emphasis.” 

The second principle that emerged from the confer- 
ence is that the church should be the conscience of so- 
ciety, by constantly keeping before it its obligation to 
serve the total needs of the total man. Declared Joseph 
P. Anderson, executive secretary of the National Asso- 
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ciation of Social Workers: “The church as social con- 
science can and must provide the moral and spiritual 
strength in our efforts to achieve community well-being 
and a fuller and more satisfying life for all the peoples 
of the world.” In short, the best judgment of the con- 
ference was that the church can make its greatest con- 
tribution to social welfare by contributing something 
above and beyond professional competence. It can con- 
tribute concern for persons as persons as against treat- 
ment of cases, and provide a total life perspective as 
against helping to meet a series of emergencies. 

The conference took note of the fact that many 
Protestant agencies are working in accordance with the 
highest professional standards, but that others are not. 
It encouraged all to join the national standards-setting 
organization appropriate to their fields of service. 


In its last plenary session the conference adopted a 
2,500-word “Message to the Churches,” its only official 
pronouncement. 

One section of this message stated that “our com- 
plex and rapidly changing society now requires a net- 
work of private and public services—national, state, 
county, and local,” and that “to be effective in identi- 
fying and responding to the nation’s needs, church 
bodies must tie action to study, and planning to social 
research.” It declared also that Christian love is ex- 
pressed “not only in personal deeds of kindness, but in 
a highly organized system of social and health services 
as well.” 

The message contained three “unresolved issues” of 
social policy which require further study. One of these 
was with respect to housing. After asserting that “ade- 
quate dwellings, on an open-occupancy basis, in which 
family life can flourish should be the goal of both re- 
ligion and democracy,” the document raised these per- 
tinent questions: “Will the churches and their members 
challenge the current exploitation of racial prejudice as 
an argument against public housing? Are church mem- 
bers prepared to welcome new neighbors of other racial, 
ethnic, religious, or economic groups?” 

The second unresolved issue was “how best to pro- 
vide for the basic health needs of the nation’s people.” 
This was the question: “What combination of private 
and public health insurance plans can best put adequate 
medical, dental, and hospital care within the reach of 
all?” 

The third, and most urgent, of the unresolved issues 
was with reference to the use of tax funds in church- 
related social-welfare programs. The message differenti- 
ated between “purchase of service” and “government 
subsidies for sectarian hospital construction,” but asked 
with regard to each whether it violates the principle of 
the separation of church and state. 

@ 

Next steps, as envisioned by William J. Villaume, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the National Council’s department 
of social welfare, are these: (1) the publication of a 
booklet based on conference reports for the use of lay 
people; (2) the first coordinated emphasis on social 
welfare by denominational agencies, beginning Septem- 
ber 15, 1956; and (3) a conference of national leaders 
of the member denominations, January, 1957, to con- 
sider the policy of the churches and a program of action. 
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Hillside was home of several thousand refugees, who 
lived in makeshift huts. One fire made them homeless 


View from Hong Kong Peak tram—business district, 
harbor, Kowloon. Twenty-five miles farther is red China 


HONG KONG in World-Mission Strategy 


For a century regarded as a steppingstone to missionary work elsewhere, 
Hong Kong now is seen to be a center of Christian witness to all Asia 


By LOREN E. NOREN 
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ROM ABOUT 1860, when William Ashmore, Sr., 
and John W. Johnson were in Hong Kong prepar- 
ing to open the South China Mission at Swatow, until 
recent years, Hong Kong was looked upon as a stepping- 
stone in mission strategy. For a hundred years, very few 
American Baptist missionaries were stationed there— 
and then only for short periods of time. Hong Kong 
was a port through which missionaries passed en route 
to their work in China or to their homeland for fur- 
lough. It was a place to go for vacation and rest, for 
special medical care, or to purchase needed supplies and 
equipment. As a British crown colony, it was never re- 
garded as a mission field itself. 

This steppingstone role of Hong Kong is true also 
in the realm of trade and commerce. With its superb 
shipping facilities, it has been a transshipping point for 
goods to China from all over the world and from China 
to the far ends of the earth. However, since the Com- 
munists took over the mainland of China in 1949, this 
transshipping role has been greatly reduced, but in its 
unique way the colony has made readjustments. New 
industries, spinning mills, and factories of all sorts have 
been springing up by the hundreds, and it is no longer 
an uncommon sight to see goods marked “Made in 
Hong Kong.” 

The labor force for this expansion has been readily 
available in the countless numbers of refugees who have 
streamed into Hong Kong. In the past ten years, the 
population of the city has increased over four times, 
until now it stands at approximately two and one-half 
million. One can easily imagine the strain that this in- 
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crease has put on facilities for sanitation, education, 
medical care, housing, and water supply. For many 
months fires broke out in the congested squatter areas, 
where the refugees had built huts of wood and other 
easily inflammable materials. Precautions have been 
taken to reduce the frequency of these fires and exten- 
sive efforts have been made to resettle the fire victims 
in more permanent dwellings. Church bodies and mis- 
sions have helped considerably in this program, but still 
much remains to be done. 

This influx of people into Hong Kong has created 
many problems, but it has also presented the church 
with unprecedented opportunities. Here are people in 
need—desperate material and spiritual need. And where 
need is, there the church must go. Refugees who have 
come to Hong Kong prize the freedom to work, think, 
and believe as they please. Many are struggling with 
intellectual and spiritual problems. There is an atmos- 
phere of searching and wrestling with ideas, and in such 
an atmosphere the Christian witness should be strong 
and clear. Overseas Chinese students look to the future 
with hope. They want to prepare themselves for future 
service and to find an orderly philosophy of life to guide 
them in a confused world. Refugee Christians look for 
the church when they arrive in Hong Kong. They come 
from all over China, speaking many different dialects 
and with many denominational backgrounds. They need 
help in getting settled and in developing new churches 
where they are needed. 

A few years ago, churches in the United States were 
almost resigned to considering missions in China a lost 
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cause. But today we see how little was our faith. While 
we still cannot send missionaries to work in China 
proper, nevertheless we can work with the Chinese peo- 
ple. Millions of them are living throughout Southeast 
Asia, and in Hong Kong we have an excellent oppor- 
tunity to maintain the bonds of fellowship with our 
Chinese fellow Christians. We can work with them here 
to build Christ’s church. Present mission strategy no 
longer sees Hong Kong as a steppingstone to and from 
China, but as a strategic point where the Christian 
world mission must present to all Asia a vigorous witness 
to the power of the gospel. 

The key word in Hong Kong today is “cornerstone.” 
Churches and chapels have been springing up rapidly. 
Christian service projects for relief, medical care, edu- 
cation, child care, and youth work have been organized 
in large numbers. Every few weeks a new cornerstone 
is laid somewhere in the colony. 

Several refugee colleges have been organized in Hong 
Kong. Foremost among them is Chung Chi (“Wor- 
ship Christ”’), an interdenominational Christian college, 
which this year graduated its first class of forty-two stu- 
dents. American Baptists are cooperating in this enter- 
prise. Sara B. Downer, formerly of West China Union 
University, has been appointed by the Woman’s Amer- 
ican Baptist Foreign Mission Society to teach full time at 
Chung Chi. 


Bor AMERICAN BAPTISTS’ unique responsibil- 
ity in Hong Kong is working with the Swatow-speaking 
Chinese. Though Cantonese is the language spoken most 
widely in Hong Kong, the Swatow dialect is spoken by 
the next largest group of people. There are approxi- 
mately 500,000 Swatow-speaking Chinese in Hong 
Kong—one out of every five persons. American Baptists 
are the only American Protestant denomination that 
formerly had permanent work in the Swatow area, and 
to my knowledge there are only three Westerners in 





Edna D. Smith with women of Homantin Swatow Baptist 
Church. Empahis is on Christian home and family life 








Hong Kong today who speak the Swatow dialect. ‘They 
are American Baptist missionaries. 

The Swatow Baptist churches here were organized by 
Chinese Christians who were formerly members of 
churches of the Ling Tong Convention in Swatow. Each 
church is independent and self-supporting, and we mis- 
sionaries have come at their request to work hand in 
hand as “partners in Christ” to meet some of the prob- 
lems and opportunities with which the churches are 
now faced. One of the inspiring things about working 
with these churches is the evidence of a strong group of 
laymen and laywomen. Almost all of the churches were 
established as a result of the prayers and efforts of lay 
people. These people study the Bible and go regularly 
to the various chapels to preach and to conduct services 
of worship. And for them, “visitation evangelism” is a 
weekly experience, not an annual drive. 


O pest AND LARGEST church is the Kowloon 
City Swatow Baptist Church, which began in 1938 as a 
small prayer group. Every few years it outgrew its place 
of worship, until finally, in 1953, it completed a lovely 
building which seats eight hundred persons. Already the 
new sanctuary is filled to capacity every Sunday. 

From this church have sprung several other churches. 
The Hong Kong Swatow Baptist Church was established 
in 1948. Located in the heart of the most densely popu- 
lated area of Hong Kong, it has an unusual opportunity 
to serve. Recently the church secured new premises, 
which increased the space several times and made pos- 
sible the opening of a primary school. 

The Shumshuipo Swatow Baptist Church, meeting 
as a prayer group for a number of years, was organized 
in 1952. This church recently called a seminary gradu- 
ate, son of a former treasurer of the Ling Tong Con- 
vention in Swatow, to be its pastor. It has just moved 
into new premises and should develop into a strong 
church. 
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Baptismal service at which Loren E. Noren officiated 
last Easter. Six churches had a total of 171 baptisms 
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‘The Homantin Swatow Baptist Church, established 
in 1954, is located in one of the most needy areas of the 
city. It is surrounded on all sides by wooden huts erected 
by squatters. If one were to list those who would be on 
the relief roll of the church, the list would have to in- 
clude nearly every member. The church’s present build- 
ing is totally inadequate, but the members continue to 
support their church loyally and to hope and pray for 
a day when things will be better. 

Newest of our Swatow-speaking Baptist churches is 
Mongkok Swatow Baptist Church. It is temporarily 
renting the third floor of a building on a principal street 
of the city. Formally organized in 1954, with seventy- 
six members, the church has grown to over one hundred 
members. Its rented room is entirely too small for its 
present needs. 


T uese CHURCHES have all grown up indepen- 
dently, but recently they have been feeling more and 
more the need for working together if they are to meet 
the opportunities adequately. Within the past year, they 
have organized a joint committee of Swatow Baptist 
churches. Through this committee they exchange ideas 
and plans and develop certain projects in which they 
may cooperate. 

There is a good spirit of cooperation among the young 
people. Several times each year they have a joint re- 
treat. These have been very helpful in building friend- 
ships, exchanging ideas, and deepening spiritual lives. 
One of the societies last year prepared a tape recording, 
the various activities and plans of the Young People’s 
Fellowship. This recording, made in Swatow dialect, 
was sent to the Swatow Baptist Church in Bangkok, 
Thailand. The hope is that the young people in Bangkok 
will return the tape and tell something of their activities 
there. 

Most of the churches have active Sunday schools and 
women’s societies. Edna D. Smith has been acting as 
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Children from the Shaukiwan Chapel, started only a 
few months ago. Filled to overflowing first Sunday 


December, 1955 








counselor and co-worker with those engaged in this 
phase of the life of the churches. The women’s groups 
have welcomed the opportunity to learn more about 
Christian home and family life. With encouragement 
and guidance, several churches operated successful va- 
cation church schools this past summer. From one of 
these has grown a children’s literacy class, which will 
continue the year round, for underprivileged children 
who cannot go to school. 

Each of the churches is doing its best to alleviate 
some of the suffering and need in its community. Our 
American Baptist Mission and Church World Service 
have been able to help in small ways in this program. 
As fast as a church is financially able, it enlarges its 
quarters in order to meet the ever-present demand of 
those who would like to attend worship. Even in the 
face of these difficulties, the churches still try to reach 
out to other communities where there is no church. At 
present there are four chapels, in addition to the regular 
churches. One of them has just been dismantled, as it 
was located in a squatter area which is being cleared 
for resettlement. Plans are to secure land in the new 
resettlement area for the purpose of operating boys’ and 
girls’ clubs and other social-service activities, together 
with providing a place of worship on Sunday. The new- 
est chapel was begun only a few months ago. Even be- 
fore a service of dedication could be held, the meeting 
room was full to overflowing several Sundays. 

Thus the work goes on. Visitors who have been 
through Hong Kong in the past year have, without ex- 
ception, gone away thrilled with the opportunities which 
are present here today and with the determination of the 
local Christians to do everything in their power to 
spread Christ’s gospel. As one church member said to 
one of our Mission Society executives, “If you American 
Baptists will help us to do the jobs that need to be done 
in Hong Kong, we can do much more than we are 
doing. But, regardless of whether you help or not, we 
are going to do what we can.” 





Simpson Shih (left) is pastor of the Homantin Swatow 
Baptist Church. Soong Kiam Hua is member youth group 
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Far from the warmth and cheer of home, these servicemen bow reverently at Christ- 
mastime. Their thoughts? Well, what would yours be if you were in their places? 


We Must Not Let Them Down! 


Young people in military service need the understanding, the en- 
couragement, and the counsel of their churches back home—now! 


’ 


By JOSEPH H. HEARTBERG 


COUUEUEE EEE ni Ww Hen 


YHRISTMAS is an opportune time to examine the 
C adequacy of the ministry of our churches to youth 
in military service. In most cases, churches have not as 
yet adopted adequate techniques for this ministry. Serv- 
ice personnel are more or less forgotten. Sometimes they 
are rebuffed by their fellow Christians, who act either 
wilfully or thoughtlessly. 

There is, for instance, the serviceman who went to 
church in his military uniform and was promptly in- 
formed that members of the church preferred that he 
not wear his uniform next time he came. A stranger 
listening to the Sunday morning pastoral prayer in many 
of our churches would gain the impression that there is 
no concern on the part of the pastor or the people for 
the temptations and difficulties that young people in 
military service are facing. One chaplain, writing to pas- 
tors concerning more than four hundred new Christians 
who desired church membership, received ninety-five 
replies. Another chaplain, writing to thirty-three pastors 
concerning problems of families of service personnel 
from their own churches, and enclosing a stamped self- 
addressed envelope, received only three replies. Still an- 
other chaplain sent forty gifts of money from individual 
service personnel in his chapel to pastors of their 
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churches back home, but received only six acknowledg- 
ments. Only one in every five servicemen who are church 
members hears from his home church while he is in the 
service. 

Most service personnel are stationed in distant places. 
The pastor is a busy man. Many people in the com- 
munjty have serious problems. The result is that the 
distant member is out of sight and so out of mind. This 
is true even while he is going through difficult experi- 
ences and facing the greatest temptations of his life. 

The pastor and the people of his church have the re- 
sponsibility of providing the spiritual help the service- 
man needs in these circumstances. The pastor who calls 
regularly on those facing spiritual problems in his com- 
munity, must also call regularly on those in distant places 
who are in spiritual difficulty and face severe tempta- 
tions. These distant calls must, of course, be made by 
letters—regular and truly pastoral. 

Some people find it difficult to adjust to the state of 
affairs where “something special” should be done for 
those in military service. Their reasoning is as follows: 
We have been praying and hoping for a peaceful world. 
To do anything for a man or woman who is training 
for military service, especially “something special,” is 
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one way of helping the cause of war. (Let it be said 
emphatically, however, that some pastors who have 
strong pacifist points of view have been the most faith- 
ful in ministering to their young people in the armed 
forces. They have recognized that it is their responsi- 
bility to minister to all of their people, wherever they 
are and under whatever circumstances, according to 
their deep, personal needs. ) 


Ir IS SHALLOW THINKING that deprives young 
people in military service of the counsel of pastor and 
church at a time when these young people themselves 
face tremendous conflicts concerning peace and war. 
Christian leaders themselves have not yet arrived at a 
satisfactory philosophy of life for the Christian in today’s 
world. Clear thinking needs to be done at this point, 
since our young people are looking to us for guidance. 

Christian churches should begin a program that will 
provide for every young person in military service an 
adequate pastoral ministry. We have more young people 
in the service than in all the colleges and universities 
of the land. A million leave the service every year. This 
is twice as many as graduate annually with B.A. and 
first professional degrees. Either they come out having 
grown in their spiritual life, or they have deteriorated. 
If they come out with low moral standards and inferior 
social practices, then they will tend to create problems 
in civilian life. But if churches adequately minister to 
their worldwide parishes, if pastors and deacons and 
church members adequately meet the spiritual needs 
of their members who are in the armed forces around 
the world, if they support the work of chaplains, then 
tomorrow these young people will be among the leaders 
of our nation. Last year, sixty-seven dedicated them- 
selves to the gospel ministry under the influence of 
American Baptist chaplains. Thousands became Chris- 
tians and were baptized. 

This Christmas offers the opportunity to change the 
whole trend of recent years with respect to our churches’ 
ministry to youth in military service. Let us make this 
Christmas the time when we begin a week-by-week, 
month-by-month, year-by-year Christian ministry to 
service personnel that will be adequate for our day. 

Many service personnel are home for Christmas. They 
would be delighted to join with the board of deacons, 
the advisory board, or whatever group in the church is 
working out plans for this ministry. They know the 
needs and desires of young people in the service from 
their own experience. 

The committee will consider what can be done at 
Christmastime, beginning this year and continuing year 
after year. 

1. A special Christmas letter from the church should 
go to all service personnel. Make this a truly special let- 
ter, so that each person receiving it will feel that he is 
important in the life of the church. 

2. List the names and addresses of service personnel 
in the church bulletin, with the request that members 
and friends of the church send them Christmas cards or 
personal letters. 

3. The choir’s Christmas music may be recorded and 
sent to church members in distant places. 

4. Have one of your service personnel who is home 
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for Christmas have a special part in a service of wor- 
ship during the Christmas season. 

5. On the last Sunday of the year, college students 
are recognized in many churches. Increasingly service 
personnel are recognized at the same time. 

6. Have a special party for all young people home for 
Christmas. Invite all service personnel who are home to 
this party, but also invite all young people. Service per- 
sonnel like to forget their distinctions at such times as 
these. Some of them will have excellent slides to show. 

7. Suggest to groups or individuals that they send 
as Christmas gifts to service personnel subscriptions for 
Missions, Crusader, The Watchman-Examiner, The 
Secret Place, the state Baptist paper, and the local news- 
paper. 

The suggestions listed above should stimulate other 
ideas for the Christmas season. This would be the be- 
ginning of a well-planned, year-round pastoral program 
for service personnel while they are away. 


H ELPFUL ELEMENTS in the year-round program 
which should be initiated this Christmas are: 

1. The election of a standing committee or an indi- 
vidual in the church who would see to it that the annual 
program is carried out. The student and service per- 
sonnel counselor may offer leadership. The pastor should 
be an active part of the plan. 

2. A helpful element in this ongoing prgram is a regu- 
lar, well-planned program of letter writing by the pas- 
tor, members of the committee, and members of the 
church. The letter-writing program should be well 
worked out, under the guidance of the pastor. It should 
always be remembered that this is a pastoral ministry. 
(A regular newsletter with interesting items may be 
part of this plan.) 

3. To help church members remember their service 
personnel and their locations, their names and addresses, 
with their pictures, should be placed in the church ves- 
tibule surrounding a world map. Ribbons should run 
from the pictures to the locations where service per- 
sonnel are stationed. 

4. It is very proper for the committee to urge that 
each Sunday a period of silent or spoken prayer be de- 
voted to the church members who are away from home, 
especially for those who face the peculiar temptations of 
military service. 

5. An example of the tyne of event that can be ar- 
ranged by this committee is a Sunday evening hymn 
sing, when favorite hymns selected by service personnel 
may be sung by the congregation. Recordings of this 
event sent to the service personnel are treasured. 

Many other techniaues can be developed by a conse- 
crated committee. Helpful suggestions will be found in 
Our Church’s Ministry to Youth in Military Service, 
available from the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, 164 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 

Christmas this year, then, offers the opportunity for 
our churches to establish an adequate pastoral ministry 
to service personnel. While doing so. we can make this 
Christmas truly happy for all our fellow Christians who 
are in the armed forces. And we shall be meeting their 
spiritual needs and truly extending Christ’s kingdom in 
an area of critical need. 


21 











More Than a Merry Christmas 


Christmas is a call to joy, not to mere merriment—the joy of 
a saving light, the joy of saving love, the joy of saving power 


By RALPH W. SOCKMAN 





LD yet ever fresh, year after year, is the familiar 
greeting, “Merry Christmas!” Life needs its times 
of merriment, just as streams of water need their rapids 
to keep them pure. “Mirth is from God,” declared St. 
Theresa, the mystic, “and dullness is from the devil.” 
It is good at Christmas to let mirth and jollity come 
bubbling to the surface of our lives. But the limitations 
of merriment are seen if we try to interchange the tradi- 
tional words of our holiday greeting and say “A Happy 
Christmas and a Merry New Year!” We can be merry 
on certain days, but hardly for a year. 

The first Christmas greeting was a call to joy, not to 
mere merriment. “I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” Joy is more than mirth. It is a vivid and animat- 
ing pleasure, inspired by the perception of something 
which seems productive of good. It quickens the spirit, 
enlivens the countenance, gives radiance to the eye. 

As Lynn Harold Hough reminds us, “There is all the 
difference in the world between joy about a Savior and 
joy without a Savior.” And he adds that “most of the 
cynicism of the world is the aftermath of counterfeit 
joys.”” When gaiety is but the passing stimulation of an 
artificial mood, when it is but the lightning flash of an 
appetite indulged, it leaves an emptiness like that of a 
deserted and disarranged night club on the morning 
after a New Year’s celebration. 

But Christmas continues and grows because it reopens 
the springs of genuine joy. It clears away the false and 
formal things which fill and clog our natures and lets 
the simple, elemental, natural things come through. The 
innocence and purity of childhood, the unfathomable 
love of motherhood, the kindly ministries of shepherds, 
the humble adoration of the wise men—in these we feel 
again the things by which and for which we are made. 
Although the earth may seem old with its burden of care, 
at Christmas it always is young. 

While many will make merry without a Savior, let us 
try to catch the Christmas joy about a Savior. 

First of all, it is the joy of a saving light. 

Admiral Peary, after his long experience in the Arctic, 
declared that the worst menace which men had to fight 
was not the cold but the darkness. The long nights near 
the North Pole took a heavy toll of morale and health. 
Sunlight is essential to the health of the leaf on the tree, 
the skin on the body, and the spirit in the man. As a boy 
I was often afraid in the dark. It is not hard for me to 
imagine what terrors the nights must have held for 
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primitive men before they learned the laws of nature 
and the explanation of darkness. In their ignorance they 
peopled the shadows with frightening possibilities. 

Hence it is little wonder that the Old Testament 
spoke of the coming Redeemer in terms of light breaking 
into darkness. Listen to the prophet: “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great light.” The citi- 
zens of Palestine lived in a dark world. They had been 
overrun by conquering nations. They were satellites of 
the Caesars in Rome. Their sick souls tossed restlessly 
like patients in pain waiting for the dawn and a 
Deliverer. 


In THIS DARKNESS Christ was born at Bethlehem. 
He was hailed as “the life which was the light of men.” 
The birth of Christ brought a saving light to illumine 
the life which is in each of us, to show us that we are not 
mere morsels of flesh raised from the dust and doomed 
to rot again into it, but that we are immortal souls, chil- 
dren of a Heavenly Father who so loves us “that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

It is, therefore, fitting that Christmas should be the 
festival of lights. The date we celebrate follows the 
shortest day of the year. And the coming of Christ to 
our spiritual climate is like the return of the sun to 
our Northern Hemisphere. Christ brings the light and 
warmth and meaning which turn life’s winter into 
spring. Our world, so filled with tension, at this moment 
may not seem to show it, but each year more of its 
people feel Christ’s springtime in their hearts. And that 
is “good tidings of great joy.” 

A second reason for joy is that Christ comes as saving 
love. 

Cynics have often charged that Christmas is only a 
perpetuation of pre-Christian pagan festivals. It is true 
that in the Near East some four thousand years ago, 
there was observed the festival of the New Year. And 
the Romans in their Saturnalia bedecked their halls with 
green trees and brought out candies. Earl Count, in his 
delightful book Four Thousand Years of Christmas, 
traces these pre-Christian counterparts of Christmas. 
But in all these there was very little element of love. 
So in Christ there came One so magnetic that he has 
drawn many pagan features into the celebration of his 
birth, such as the yule log, the Christmas tree, the jolly 
figure of Saint Nicholas. Why? Because Christ answers 
the hunger of the human heart for love. 
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ND THERE WERE in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keep- 
ing watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 


them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 


joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.—Luke 2: 8-14. 





The manger at Bethlehem is the beautiful beginning 
of the world’s greatest love story. The Child cradled there 
grew up in the love of a Nazareth home. Out of love for 
his people he left his carpenter shop for the career of an 
unpaid teacher and healer. In love he lifted the broken 
bodies and hearts of the poor, the sick, the sinful. He 
loved them even to the end; for even on the cross he 
prayed for his persecutors. “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
But Jesus gave his life, not only for his friends, but also 
for his enemies, even for all the world. 

Since Christ’s love was revealed, the world has never 
been as it was before. Out of his love have grown a new 
reverence for womanhood, a new career for childhood, a 
new concern for the home, a heightened spirit of hu- 
maneness toward the suffering, a quickened conscience 
regarding injustice. I am well aware of the darkness of 
our war-shadowed world, and yet I am confident that 
more people today are praying and working for peace 
and brotherhood than ever before. 


Nearty sixty years ago, a New York newspaper 
printed an editorial written to answer a little eight-year- 
old girl who had sent in a letter saying that some of her 
friends said there was no Santa Claus. Listen to the 
editor’s answer: “Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical 
age. They do not believe except what they see. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little . . . as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth. Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty and joy. . . . The 
most real things in this world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. . . . Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view 
and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is 
it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding.” 

That editor’s answer has been called the most famous 
editorial in newspaper history. In these dark times we 
talk much about being realistic. We usually mean that 
we must take the darkest possible view of our dangers 
and our surroundings. I, too, want to be realistic. I do 
not want to be fooled by wishful thinking. But we can 
be deceived by foolish fears as well as by futile hopes. 

So Christmas, with its sequel through the centuries, 
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convinces me that love is more lastingly real than our 
present hatreds, just as the sunshine is more lastingly 
real than the clouds. Therefore, I rejoice with those who 
first heard the “good tidings of great joy”; for the Savior 
born in the city of David brought a saving love. 

And the Savior’s light and love have proved also to be 
a saving power. 


Tue CHRISTMAS STORY contains an interesting 
study in contrasted powers. Joseph and Mary went up 
to Bethlehem because of a decree sent out by Caesar 
Augustus that all the empire should be taxed. Caesar 
Augustus—what a name to ponder! The mightiest mon- 
arch the world had seen up to that time. On his words 
the whole world waited. What did Caesar Augustus 
know or care about the poor carpenter’s wife and her 
Babe in the little town of Bethlehem? And in the 
Christmas scene is another powerful figure, Herod, 
called “the Great.” He had heard rumors that a rival 
might arise from among the Jewish people. He would 
risk no such danger. He bade the wise men bring him 
word if they found such a possibility. How helpless 
looked that Babe in the manger under the shadow of 
Herod’s murderous intent! 

A few years later, in the reign of Caesar’s successor, 
Jesus died on a cross. But the lowly manger of his birth 
and the ignominious cross of his death did not stop the 
Christ from outliving both Herod and Caesar. Today 
they would scarcely be remembered except for their 
connection with the Christmas story. 

Yet the supreme power of the One born in Bethlehem 
is that he saves people from their sins. That is why they 
called his name Jesus. That is the power above all others 
which our world so desperately needs today. And that 
is the reason above all others why Christmas to the 
Christian is more than merry. It brings the “good tid- 
ings of great joy” that “unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

As all of us rejoice once again in the joy and gladness 
of Bethlehem, may the spirit of Christ be born in us 
anew, teaching our love to remember, our anger to for- 
give, our kindness to forget. May that spirit make cheer- 
ful our homes, that little children may laugh and parents 
rejoice and the aged be happy. May it spread abroad of 
good will, so that hard hearts may be softened, fears may 
be lessened, and hopes may be lifted. May the joy of 
Christmas so fill us with compassion for our fellow men 
that we shall find new ways to brotherhood and peace. 
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The General Council 


Coordinating the work of the societies, boards,Jiager 
is the responsibility of the General Council, wife co 


chipper 


General Secretary Reuben E. Nelson, lookin 
usy day 


after recent illness, ready for duties of a 


Dr. Nelson shows Assistant Secretary W. Hubert Porter 
‘the book’ on organization, work of General Council 


The ‘front office’ opposite elevators on the twenty- 
third floor at 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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HE TOP FLOOR of an office building on a bus- 

tling midtown Manhattan street is the location of 
one of the most unusual offices in town. Almost in the 
shadow of the Empire State Building, it does not appear 
at first sight to be much different from other offices you 
have seen. The usual rows of desks and typewriters, 
plants and books are in view. To the east is a beautiful 
view of East River. Looking south on a clear day, one 
can see the majestic Statue of Liberty, symbol of Amer- 
ican freedom which Baptists have always cherished. 

But it is not the view that makes the office so inter- 
esting. It is the nature of the work performed here. This 
is the office of the general secretary of the American 
Baptist Convention, Reuben E. Nelson, at 152 Madison 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. Across his desk flows corre- 
spondence and _ materials relating to every phase of 
American Baptist work. 

What changes will a reorganization bring about? 
Where will headquarters be located? How can the pro- 
grams planned at headquarters reach the six thousand 
American Baptist churches without an overlapping in 
schedules? These are a few of the problems that find 
their way into this office. They cannot be solved over- 
night, or by one man alone. Dr. Nelson works closely 
with the General Council, the advisory branch of the 
convention, in matters of this type. 

The council is made up of the convention officers, 
the immediate past president, and thirty members 
elected at the annual meetings. They are pastors, lay- 
men, and laywomen from America’s big cities and small 
suburban towns stretching from New England to the 
West Coast. A sampling of professions serving the coun- 
cil includes a Supreme Court judge, a university pro- 
fessor, a postmaster, an inventor and manufacturer, the 
pastor of the largest Negro church in the United States, 
a man who owns and operates his own lumber com- 
pany, an executive in the Federal Budget Bureau in 
Washington, D.C., three lawyers, a delegate to the 
United States mission to the United Nations, a whole- 
sale oil dealer, and a Bell Telephone Company execu- 
tive. 

Dr. Nelson’s office is the point of contact between the 
General Council and the man in the pew, and, in turn, 
with the council as it relates to the convention as a 
whole. It is the pivot around which the convention 
swings. For example, one healthy complaint sent to this 
office from the churches was that too many campaigns 
and events were scheduled for the same time. Channeled 
through the council, it led to a meeting with all of the 
societies, boards, and councils whose programs go into 
the churches. Each department presented its schedule 
of field activities for the next few years. They were com- 
pared one with the other to eliminate a duplication of 
effort. By common consent, each group agreed to wait 
in line with its programs until the council gives it the 
green light. 

Yet not all items before the council can be handled 
by mutual conference agreement. Some require a special 
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By R. DEAN GOODWIN 


ards,fagencies of the American Baptist Convention 
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» convention itself created for just that purpose 


resolution brought before the convention at its annual 
meetings. Sometimes, even after much deliberation, 
council efforts reach a temporary impasse and need to 
be worked over still further. 

Imagine the patience of the committee that devised a 
plan for the reorganization of the convention, presented 
it at the annual convention in Atlantic City, took all of 
the constructive criticism lodged against the plan, and 
is now working and praying toward a more acceptable 
solution. This will be presented in resolution form ninety 
days prior to the next annual convention. 

Picture the extensive work required to create a new 
annual convention each year. Details in connection with 
housing and auditorium requirements need supervision. 
An agenda of denominational business to come before 
the delegates must be drawn up. Items of business placed 
on the agenda will determine whether the convention 
will prosper or decline. The council acts in an advisory 
capacity to the program committee, and must recom- 
mend the program to the convention for adoption. 

These are a few of the responsibilities carried by a 
group of men and women whose vision and scope guide 
the future of a worldwide missionary enterprise, whose 
field of concern reaches into every area of Baptist life. 

On the recommendation of the General Council, the 
office of general secretary was created at the Boston con- 
vention in 1950. Until then, there was a corresponding 
secretary and a recording secretary. They were usually 
retired pastors giving part-time assistance. It soon be- 
came evident, however, that the administrative details of 
the convention required full-time handling. Dr. Nelson, 
then director of the Council on Missionary Cooperation, 
was called upon to fill this need. 

The new system of a full-time coordinator made pos- 
sible a tremendous amount of long-range planning in 
the General Council. It took form and substance through 
two enlarged policy conferences, to which representa- 
tives of all the boards, councils, societies, and organiza- 
tions were invited as consultants. The first conference 
was at Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa., in 
Tanuary, 1952. Out of these meetings came the plans for 
the now-historic theological conference at Green Lake, 
Wis., in the summer of 1954. The Crozer meetings also 
set the stage for what was to become the Churches for 
New Frontiers Campaign. Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Kans., housed the second con- 
ference, which led to a survey of convention organiza- 
tion by the American Institute of Management. The 
institute reported on the question of headquarters loca- 
tion and the need for reorganization. These are perhaps 
the two most important issues before the Council at 
the present time. 

Eventually, reorganization of some kind will come 
about, as well as relocation—either at a new address in 
New York city or in some other city. A reorganized 
convention will, of necessity, continue to have an or- 
ganization whose task is similar to that of the present 
General Council. 
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Work on the convention ‘Year Book’ is one among many 
duties of Edith I. Caster, an administrative assistant 





Huddle on Seattle convention—(left to right) Charles A. 
Carman, H. R. Bowler, W. H. Porter, R. Dean Goodwin 








Committee No. 3 (R. Claibourne Johnson, chairman) 
discusses reorganization with denominational executives 
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Among the Current Booka 





LEARNING TO HAVE FAITH. By 
John A. Redhead. Abingdon Press. 
$2.00. 


These fifteen sermons are concerned 
with the practical application of faith 
to daily living. Though not a theo- 
logical treatise, the book deals with 
fundamental religious verities. The 
first sermon answers the pertinent 
question, “What is the use of faith?” 
The writer then explains how Chris- 
tian faith is acquired and how it ap- 
plies to one’s relationship with Christ, 
to prayer, forgiveness, others, and the 
world. Attention is focused on the im- 
portance of faith in discovering the 
meaning of difficulties, defeat, and life 
eternal. The book closes with a study 
of how faith grows and how it restores 
and sustains the believer. Dr. Redhead 
dodges no issues, but sincerely and 
sympathetically faces stubborn and 
age-old questions with a serenity and 
assurance that inspires, elevates, and 
sustains. 


MAKING RELIGION REAL. By 
Nels F. S. Ferré. Harper & Brothers. 
$2.00. 


Dr. Ferré states that his secretary 
said to him, “You are never so happy 
. as when you are working on a 
manuscript.” One would realize the 
truth of this fact by reading this book. 
It radiates spiritual joy and optimism. 
To read it, not only does one good, 
but makes him feel good, even about 
“giving.” Starting with the premise 
that religion is man’s relation to reality, 
and that “a religious person is one who 
becomes right in relation to reality, 
and thereby attains his truest self,” 
the author shows how religion is made 
real through thinking, reading, prayer, 
worship, friendship, giving, and suffer- 
ing. One’s religion is real when his 
mind drifts off toward spiritual and 
religious interests. Religion demands 
more than “letting go and letting 
God.” It requires a directed and dedi- 
cated mind. By selective reading one’s 
religion becomes more real, for read- 
ing helps to mold our lives. Since 
prayer leads one closer to God, it is 
the main highway to reality in religion. 
In worship the individual finds part- 
nership with God. The author would 
restore the family altar, for “if religion 
is not made real through the family it 
will be difficult to make it real any- 
where.” Friendship with God makes 
for more genuine friendship with 
others. Self-giving lies at the heart of 
the universe. In the final chapter, on 
suffering, the author speaks out of his 
own personal experiences. When af- 
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flicted the total man suffers—physi- 
cally, mentally, socially, and spiritually. 
But for those who look to God, every 
illness has its spiritual blessing. 


DECLARATION OF FREEDOM. 
By Elton Trueblood. Harper & 
Brothers. $1.50. 


Books that bear the name “True- 
blood” might well be stamped “Re- 
quired Reading.” Few writers seem to 
sense the crucial problems of our age, 
analyze and evaluate them, and come 
forth with a comprehensive and intelli- 
gent answer as he does. In this volume 
he gives thought to the paramount 
struggle between the free way of life 
and materialistic totalitarianism. He 
points to the obvious truth that neither 
neutrality nor anticommunism is suf- 
ficient. Hitler was a strong anti-Com- 
munist. Negative propaganda cannot 
win in the struggle for ideas. The con- 
test requires positive thinking and ded- 
icated action. Freedom is a moral idea. 
Free people have a moral obligation 
to give the world freedom. The new 
freedom must be positive. It is not 
“freedom from, but freedom to” some- 
thing that humanity needs—freedom 
to learn, debate, worship, work, live, 
and serve. A free society guarantees 
mankind liberty and equality. The free 
must offer peoples of the world equal- 
ity in opportunity, justice, and suf- 
frage. The sacredness of the personal- 
ity of each individual demands an 
economic order that recognizes and 
enhances his worth and significance. 
The book closes sounding a hopeful 
note. Behind the world order is moral 
purpose. For the Communists, moral- 
ity is secondary, but for free people it 
is primary. A moral world is under 
Guidance that makes for right. This 
time of strain can become a time of 
greatness, if the contestants for a free 
world are committed to a belief in the 
valid demands of the moral law. 


CHALLENGE AND CONFORM- 
ITY. By Kenneth Scott Latourette. 
Harper & Brothers. $1.75. 


A series of questions opens this 126- 
page book on “the interaction of 
Christianity and the world today.” 
These are: “How does Christianity 
respond to the varying environments 
in which it is found? To what extent 
does it conform to them? What is their 
response to it? How far does it trans- 
form them?” Answers to these ques- 
tions depend, of course, on what one 
means by Christianity and “response.” 
In stating the issues, Dr. Latourette 
says that the “core” of the gospel to 


which he is committed is “the amazing 
Good News in Jesus Christ who is both 
God and man and in whom God has 
supremely entered into history for the 
redemption of men.” Hence the “re- 
sponse” to Christianity of peoples in 
varying environments is response to 
Christianity so defined. In applying 
this standard of judgment, Dr. La- 
tourette finds that most of Protestant- 
ism adheres rather closely to Calvinis- 
tic theology, and that dissenting groups 
are distinct minorities. In Europe, in 
the United States, and the Orient he 
finds varying degrees of challenge to 
this “core,” but, on the whole, con- 
formity to it. In the closing chapter, 
however, he says that Protestantism 
as we know it is not necessarily the 
final form of the faith. “Indeed,” he 
asserts, “if it is true to its genius it 
will not be. Other forms will issue 
from it. What they will be no one 
ought confidently to predict.” 


THE STRANGENESS OF THE 
CHURCH. By Daniel Jenkins. 
Doubleday & Co. $2.95. 


This fifth volume, in the Christian 
Faith Series, Reinhold Niebuhr con- 
sulting editor, is written by a London 
Congregational minister who is also a 
part-time teacher at the University of 
Chicago. He is well acquanited with 
church life on both sides of the At- 
lantic. The church is considered in the 
light of the history of all people who 
have called themselves “the people of 
God” from Abraham until the present 
time. The record of that movement, 
which reached its fulfillment in the 
church, had its beginning when Abra- 
ham obeyed God’s command and ac- 
cepted his promise, “Get thee out of 
thy country, . . . unto a land that I 
will shew thee: . . . and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; .. . 
and in thee shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.” The church is 
comprised of all those who have pub- 
licly confessed obedience and loyalty 
to God as he is revealed in Christ 
Jesus. God’s promise to Abraham has 
been fulfilled in the church. Despite 
persecution and unfaithful members 
and amid change and decay, the 
church has justified its claim that its 
origin is in the action of God. The 
church possesses an unseen power of 
internal renewal because Christ guides, 
rules, and sustains it. He imparts to 
his followers his righteousness as they 
become incorporated in his body, the 
church. The order of the church takes 
on meaning only as God is magnified 
and Christ exalted through business, 
worship, preaching, and the ordi- 
nances. The book closes with a perti- 
nent study of the church’s relationship 
to other faiths, to society, and to the 
political state. 


MISSIONS 








Partners IN THE BAPTIST WORLD MISSION 





Offer ‘Joy to the World’ 


OY TO THE WORLD the Lord 
is come. This is the message of 
Christmas. We sing it in our churches 
and express it in greeting cards that 
we send to friends and loved ones. But 
do we really want to bring joy to the 
world, or are these just phrases that 
we repeat because it is the thing to say 
at Christmastime? Although we sing 
“Publish glad tidings, tidings of 
peace,” what are we doing actually to 
implement the words of this hymn? 

You and your church are being 
offered a tangible opportunity this 
Christmas season to bring “joy to the 
world.” 

To accomplish this and to help the 
churches “catch up” on their local- 
expense giving, as well as their mis- 
sionary giving, the Council on Mis- 
sionary Cooperation prepared colorful, 
yet dignified, end-of-the-year-emphasis 
materials. The poster, printed in the 
Christmas colors of red and green, is 
designed to be an attractive addition 
to the bulletin board of any church. It 
is hoped that every church in the 
American Baptist Convention will 
place this poster where it will remind 
all of its members of the true spirit 
and meaning of Christmas. A bulletin 
insert is available, using the same motif 
as the poster. It is suggested that this 
insert be used on either the first or 
the second Sunday in December. The 
wording on the “overleaf” will help to 
remind church members that they are 
celebrating the birthday of Christ. It 
will lead them to a fuller devotion to 
God, who gave his only begotten Son. 

A special Christmas offering enve- 
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lope was prepared also for free distri- 
bution to the churches. Although 
churches using duplex envelopes and 
the regular weekly envelope systems 
have special Christmas offering enve- 
lopes included, it is hoped that 
churches wishing to remember the 
broader work of God’s kingdom at 
Christmastime will use these special 
envelopes. 

The end-of-the-year-emphasis pro- 
gram is designed for churches which 
desire to complete their mission share 
by December 31. It also offers oppor- 
tunity to individuals and churches who 
desire to make an over-and-above gift 
to the mission field during this season. 
Church groups often look for an op- 
portunity to give their Christmas gifts 
where they are especially needed. No 
gift can go futher or mean more to 
the advancement of Christian work 
than a gift to our Baptist world mission 
through the Unified Budget of the 
convention. It is hoped that churches 
will remind their organizations of the 
opportunity that is theirs. It is hoped 
that American Baptists will recognize 
and want to share in this opportunity 
to “bring joy to the world through our 
church and its world mission.” 

By vote of the convention, the fiscal 
year of our American Baptist Conven- 
tion is being changed from May 1 to 
April 30, to January 1 to December 31, 
to coincide with the calendar year. In 
order to make this change, it was nec- 
essary to have a “short” year consisting 
of only eight months, May 1 to De- 
cember 31. The financing of this 
“short” year presented many difficul- 
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Im the season of rejoicing... everyone will 


want to bring his weekly. giving up-to-date 
by Christmas Day. 


Many will yield to the desire to make a 
special gift to the Christ Child through our 
Baptist World Mission. 


thus ...our church may go over its share of 
the roral American Baptist C: ion goal 
by December 31, 1955. 
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ties to the convention, because the 
eight-month period contained the 
three lean summer months of June, 
July, and August, when contributions 
from the churches are usually below 
those of the other months. 

It was decided that a vigorous end- 
of-the-year emphasis would have to be 
planned throughout the months of 
November and December, in order for 
the work of the convention to continue 
as planned. Considerable confidence, 
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that the convention would meet its 
goal of $5,200,000 by December 31, 
was expressed when the churches 
maintained a high level of giving 
throughout the summer months. A 15 
per cent increase in receipts over the 
receipts of last year by December 31 
will be necessary in order for the con- 
vention to reach its goal. As of Sep- 
tember 30, the churches of the conven- 
tion had contributed over a 12 per cent 
increase. Many areas reported in- 
creases from their churches well above 
the necessary 15 per cent. 


‘A Book of Remembrance’ 


All Baptists will enjoy the daily read- 
ings in the 1956 edition of A Book of 
Remembrance, giving vignettes of the 
work of our missionaries at home and 
abroad. They will thrill at the opening 
of a missionary box in Assam as de- 
scribed by Richard Beers, and feel the 
pathos and humor in the pen picture 
by George W. King, of Washington. 

















Birthdays of all missionaries and 
workers, active and retired, are indi- 
cated. The book is regarded as a 
necessary “working tool” by churches 
and church organizations, and it is 
recommended for students and family 
circles in daily devotion. The 1956 
edition is accompanied by a program 
guide prepared by Elizabeth I. Fen- 
som. 

A Book of Remembrance is edited 
by R. Dean Goodwin, director of com- 
munications, of the American Baptist 
Convention, and Janet Muir. Miss 
Muir also designed the cover picture 
for this edition. 

The book sells for only 75 cents a 
copy. It may be ordered from your 
nearest Baptist book store. 


Under the Southern Cross 


E WERE a party of twenty-four 

American Baptists, visiting our 
mission work in Puerto Rico, Haiti, 
and Cuba, and nearing the end of our 
all-too-brief stay on the islands. The 
missionaries, the 
pastors, and their 
wives, from Oriente 
Province, Cuba, 
had prepared a de- 
lightful picnic sup- 
per in our honor at 
a beautiful park, 
high in the hills, 
overlooking the city 
and bay of Santiago. 

While we visited in Christian fellow- 
ship after the meal, dusk fell. The stars 
above us and the city lights below us 
appeared. We asked if the Southern 
Cross could be seen at that season. 
Immediately, one of the missionaries 
pointed it out for us. It reached from 
the horizon almost to the zenith of the 
heavens. 

As we gazed in silent wonder, we 
were reminded of the words of Jesus 
when he spoke of his coming cruci- 
fixion: “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
The thought came to us that during 
our brief visit we had come to know 
many missionaries and national lead- 
ers, who with us were seeking to lift 
high the cross of Christ. And we saw 
the partial fulfillment of his promise, 
as men and women, boys and girls 
were indeed drawn to him. 

This is the ultimate goal of all our 
missionary endeavor. It is a joy to 
know that our gifts have helped and 
will continue to help lift high the cross 
of Christ, that he may draw many 
others unto himself. 


(eatin ttoorLbraay 


C. M. C. Field Counselor 
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Women cuver the Seas 


WOMAN’S AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 





Christmas in a Burmese Home 


Adapted from a Play 
By RUSSELL E. BROWN 


Burmese Home Decorations for 
Christmas—A Christmas tree is pro- 
vided by placing a small potted tree, 
or a branch of a leaf-bearing tree in a 
pot of sand. This is often decorated 
with small balloons. The living room 
is often decorated with crepe paper 
streamers, and old Christmas cards are 
tacked up on the walls. Sometimes pa- 
per lanterns with a candle inside are 
used. The only furniture in the room is 
a low round table about 12 inches high 
at which the family eats, men sitting 
cross-legged on the floor, women fold- 
ing their legs to the side. A religious 
picture or Christian motto is on the 
wall, and a small shelf with a Bible and 
a few books is in one corner. Several 
mats or small rugs are placed around 
the room for people to sit on. 

The house in this play is a bamboo 
house, with walls of bamboo matting, 
and thatch roof. The Christmas lan- 
terns hang at the open window at rear. 


Burmese Costumes—The main fea- 
ture of the Burmese costume is the 
“longyi”’ or skirt, which is worn by 
both men and women. It is made from 
a piece of cloth 36” wide and 12-2 
yards long. The two ends of the cloth 
are sewed together to make a tubular 
piece. Men wear it gathered together 
in front at the waist; women fold it 
over and tuck it in at the side. The 
women’s blouse usually is buttoned ut 
the side Chinese style, with plair 
round neck instead of the Chinese 
stand-up collar. However, with new 
fashions in Burmese blouses, any 
simple style blouse can be used. The 
men often wear a T-shirt for informal 
occasions. But for business or town 
wear, they wear a white shirt with 
detachable collar, minus the collar, 
and buttoned up to the top. 


Characters—Saya U Curr Pay, 
called “a-pay’ by children (ac- 
cent on last syllable)—the father 
Daw Hira Trn—called “a-may” 
by children (accent on last sylla- 
ble)—the mother 
Aunc Mytnt—senior-high boy 
Ma Kin Kin—senior-high girl 
Ma Curr May—junior-high girl 
Jaw THAaN—primary boy 


Time of Play—late afternoon of day 
before Christmas. 


The lanterns at the window are lit, 
and a candle or oil lamp is burning on 
the table at center of room. 

Two girls enter. Ma Kin Kin, hold- 
ing a small vase and some flowers, 
proceeds to arrange them. 

Ma Curr May: Oh, how pretty our 
house looks for Christmas. I wish it 
could be like this always. 

Ma Kin Kin: Yes, but it was so 
much prettier in our other house. I 
like these Christmas cards that our 
Sunday school teacher gave us. 

Ma Curr May: Those flowers are 
very pretty. Where did you get them? 

Ma Kin Kin: Daw Than gave 
them. She had some orchids, too, but 
I didn’t like to ask for them. They are 
so scarce this time of year. I wanted to 
pick the poinsettias, but she said if we 
pick them they will wilt very quickly. 

Ma Curr May: Oh dear, everyone 
has flowers and trees but us. I don’t 
like this crowded street and these mat 
houses. 

Ma Kin Kirn: I know, but what can 
we do? When the fire came, everything 
was lost. We must live here for a while 
and then maybe a-pay will find us a 
house with a yard. 

Ma Curr May: There aren’t even 
any Christians on this street. Some- 
times I’m afraid because I’m the only 
Christian. 

Ma Kin Kirn: Remember what 
a-pay said—we are a witness here, liv- 
ing with those who don’t know Christ. 

[The flowers arranged, Ma Chit 
May sits on floor by table leafing 
through a book, while Ma Kin Kin 
stands by window looking out.] 

Ma Curr May: When a-pay says 
that, I’m very brave. But when I’m 
walking down the street alone, I’m 
afraid. 

Ma Kin Kin: Remember when we 
had the prayer meeting last week, how 
many people crowded around our 
house to listen. And last Sunday when 
the Sunday school bus came for us, Ma 
Boo next door watched us go, and I 
heard her tell her mother that she 
wanted to go too. 

[Mother comes into the room bring- 
ing tea bowls and a kettle of tea.) 

Daw H1a Tin: Have you invited 
Ma Boo to the Christmas party at the 
church? 
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Ma Curr May: I don’t dare. Her 
family might be angry. 

Daw H1a Tin: Oh, I don’t think 
they’d take it that way. Everyone likes 
a party, you know. 

Ma Kin Kim: Oh, I see a-pay and 
the boys coming up the street—just 
loaded down they are. [She calls to 
them.| Hurry, tea will be getting cold. 

[A-pay and boys enter and deposit 
packages on floor.| 

Saya U Curr Pay: Did you say tea? 
Just what I need after a hot day in 
town. 

[They sit down and drink tea.] 

Ma Cuir May: Oh, you’re on time. 
You didn’t forget! 

U Curr Pay: How could I forget? 
I knew Kin Kin and Aung Myint have 
to get away early for carol singing. 

Ma Cuitr May: How I would love 
to go, too! 

Daw H1a Tin: You’re a little young 
for these long evenings, daughter— 
though I agree it is fun to sing most of 
the night these beautiful cool evenings. 
Kin Kin and Aung Myint, you remem- 
ber to wear your hats and scarves to- 
night. The temperature may be down 
as low as 60 or 65 degrees tonight, and 
I don’t want you both down with 
pneumonia. 

Ma Kin Kin and Aunc MyInT: 
Yes, a-may. 

U Curr Pay [finishing tea]: Ah, I 
feel better now. Jaw Than, get me the 
Bible. So hot and crowded in the city 
today. Well let’s keep our date with 
Ma Chit May to have a Christmas Eve 
family prayer meeting. What are we 
going to pray about? 

[All the family gather on the floor 
about table.| 

Daw Hta Tin: I want to thank 
God for Christ being born. 

Ma Cuir May: I want to ask God 
te give us a house with a garden, like 
the one we had before the fire. 

Ma Kirn Kin: O selfish one—Christ- 
mas is not the time to want things for 
ourselves. I want to ask God to help 
us to do some good here on U Ba Wa 
Street. 

Aunc Myint: I want to pray that 
some who hear our caroling tonight 
will want to know more about Christ. 

Jaw Tuan: A-pay, a-pay—please 
pray that Maung Sein will be able to 
come to our Christmas party at the 
church. I asked him today. He wants 
to come, and he is going to ask his 
a-may tonight. 

Ma Cuir May: You asked Maung 
Sein next door? If he can go, they will 
have to let Ma Boo go too. A-pay, pray 
that their a-may and a-pay will let 
them both go—and never mind pray- 
ing for the new house. 

U Curr Pay: You're right. If we 
can help Maung Sein, and Ma Boo, 
and their parents to be interested in 
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Christian ways, maybe they’ll come to 
know Christ. That would make it 
worth living here and not having our 
yard with the flowers. What shall we 
sing? 

Jaw Tuan: I know “Jesus Loves 
Me” by heart now—let’s sing it. 

Ma Cuir May: Oh, that’s not a 
Christmas song. 

Daw Ha Tin: Well, it does have a 
Christmas message. The love of Christ 
is what Christmas means. 

Ma Kin Kin: Yes, let’s sing it so 
Jaw Than can sing, too. 

[They sing chorus of “Jesus Loves 
Me.”| 

U Curr Pay: Aung Myint, please 
read from the Bible. [Aung Myint 
reads John 3:14-16.] 

U Curr Pay: Let us pray— 

O noble Lord God who dwells in the 
glory of the heavens, we thank thee 
that the Lord Jesus was born into this 
world so men of every country may 
know the true God. We thank thee for 
thy Holy Word in the many languages 
of the earth, telling the message of 
love. We thank thee for the Bethlehem 
star shining in our street tonight. We 





pray that through us other boys and 
girls and men and women may come 
to know Christ. Bring the neighbors on 
our own street, as well as the neighbors 
around the world, close to the Beth- 
lehem Child. And help us to want 
nothing but to honor thee this Christ- 
mas season. In the name of Jesus, hear 
patiently the prayer which we offer 
reverently and respectfully to thee, 
O Father. Amen. 

[As the prayer ends, the sound of a 
group of singing carolers is heard out- 
side, coming closer. The children jump 
up and run to the door to listen.] 

Ma Curr May: Oh, wasn’t that 
beautiful! Please sing another one be- 
fore you go. Sing “Joy to the World.” 

[As the carolers sing, Ma Kin Kin 
and Aung Myint quietly gather their 
sweaters, neck-scarves, head scarf for 
Ma Kin Kin and hat for Aung Myint, 
and go out to join the carolers. The 
rest of the family stand at the door, 
listening or joining in the singing. As 
the carol ends, the family calls “Thank 
you” and “Merry Christmas,” and the 
carolers go away, singing another carol, 
which fades away in the distance.| 


Tidings from the Fields 
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Christmas at Mather 


By RUTH C. HUNTER 


HRISTMAS is a joyous season 

here at Mather. Carols, Christ- 
mas trees, and decorations help to set 
the festive atmosphere. A great fellow- 
ship of love encompasses us, because 
of God’s great Gift to the world. 

From one December until the next, 
Christmas is in the thoughts of the 
workers at Mather School, Beaufort, 
S. C. As you know, we have girls from 
the eighth grade through junior col- 





A group of Mather School girls en- 
joying their beautiful Christmas dolls 


lege. This number totals eighty-six. 
The business of finding suitable gifts 
for all, which are equal in value, so 
that no one seems to be favored over 
the other, is a chore of many months. 
However, since this is a Christmas 
chore and brings much joy to all, the 
teachers vie with one another in offers 
of help. 

All year long, boxes for Mather ar- 
rive for the sales house. As these are 
unpacked, articles suitable for gifts are 
set aside, sorted, and stored until De- 
cember. For some strange reason, ali 
our girls want a doll for Christmas. 
This request is made known to the 
women of American Baptist churches, 
and as a consequence dolls appear in 
many of the boxes. Early in December, 
the correct number of dolls is set aside 
for each class. Those that need to be 
dressed are given to the class sponsors, 
who start the sewing themselves or see 
that someone else does. The dolls are 
always beautifully dressed. 

On a designated night the faculty 
gathers in Mather Cottage. There is 
much talking and laughter as big 
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packages are wrapped for each stu- 
dent. Hard candy is munched as candy 
bags are filled. Then, with candles 
lighted, these “Santa’s helpers” sit 
down for an hour of fellowship. Miss 
Anderson starts a game or two, and 
then presents to each teacher a pack- 
age sent by some mysterious Santa. 
Coffee and glazed donuts, a Beaufort 
specialty, are served. Then comes the 
crowning hour, when faculty members 
join in singing Christmas carols and 
join heart and hand in prayer that the 
true spirit of Christmas may fill the 
heart life at Mather and overflow into 
the homes where the girls will go for 
the holidays. 

It is almost traditional that the sen- 
ior class of the high school shall pre- 
sent the Christmas story in living pic- 
tures. The past year the music director 
wanted the seniors to help with the 
music. 

Mather entered a float in the Beau- 
fort Christmas parade for the first time 
in 1955, and won first prize with the 
manger scene. 

Like all young people, our students 
enjoy social activities. So each class has 
a special party in the month of Decem- 
ber. The growing excitement tends to 
make minds wander in classes! Then, 
on the last evening before vacation, 
everyone gathers in Coleman Hall liv- 
ing room for the school party. After a 
program of games and carol singing, 
Santa distributes the gifts, which are 
piled under the tree. Everyone is ex- 
cited and eager to see which group of 
dolls displayed on the table is for her 
class. 

Last Christmas, all the students 
spent Christmas vacation at home or 
with relatives. Most of the faculty 
left for home or for a holiday trip, and 
so there were only three women, Miss 
Adams, Miss Williams, and I, left to 
share Mather Cottage. Tommy Jen- 
kins, our fine maintenance man, came 
in for meals and for sociability. 

It is always nice to relax after the 
children are gone. The peace and the 
quiet are wonderful! Especially is this 
so after the clamor of Christmas par- 
ties, Christmas singing, Christmas ex- 
citement! It is a good clamor, you 
understand, and we would not have 
it any other way, for we love to share 
in the good times of the girls. However, 
when the last ones leave and we know 
there are none left to supervise, no 
classes to teach, no telephones to an- 
swer, no details to remember, we 
literally take a long breath and sit in 
silence before the open fireplace. We 
three have known one another for a 
long time. We have shared happily in 
a work to which God has called us. 

On Christmas Eve, we light our 
little tree and enjoy the heat of the fire 
in the fireplace, while we listen to 
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Christmas music on the radio. Before 
going to sleep, we each prepare a 
Christmas stocking, filled with tiny 
surprises for each one in the group. 
These we hang by the fireplace as we 
were taught in our youth. The next 
morning, we open all of our gifts 
which come through the mail. Then, 
last of all, we explore our Christmas 
stockings, with their clever selections. 
Though we are far from our homes 
and old friends, we feel near to them 
as we read their greetings and see their 
expressions of love. Though each of us 
has come from a different section of 
the United States, and different home 
backgrounds, we are a family unit 
here, because of our common interests 
in Mather. For Christmas dinner we 
separate and spend the day with 
friends near Beaufort. 

The next week there are some sales- 
house boxes to be opened and records 
made of them. We alternate days off 
away from the campus. Last year, Miss 
Williams and I drove to Charleston 
to do a little shopping. In the course 
of some vists to the homes of students 
a few miles from Beaufort, Miss 
Adams and Miss Williams discovered 
a new student, who enrolled in Janu- 
ary. 
Before the students return, we take 
one last look at the barn annex, from 
which we took the wonderful accumu- 
lation of Christmas remembrance. We 
straighten out the rows of crayons and 
barrels and sweep the floor. The barn 
is filled with the echoes of happy 
voices. As we leave, we give thanks to 
God for the many Baptists whose 
thoughtful gifts make possible the 
deeply happy Christmas here at 
Mather. 


Hanging of the Greens 
By HELEN C. SCHMITZ 


The hanging of the greens marks 
the opening of the Christmas festivities 
each year at Brooks House, Hammond, 
Ind. All groups from the nursery 
school through the adult share in the 
Christian center ceremony. 

On the big night, early in December, 
every light in the Christian center 
burns brightly as members of Brooks 
House gather in their respective rooms 
and dress for the occasion. The clamor 
of excitement ceases when Dwight 
Klinck, director of the Christian cen- 
ter, asks each participant in the pro- 
gram to pray with him that the Lord 
will bless the night’s activities and 
bring the true spirit of Christmas to all 
their hearts. Each year the outline of 
the program varies, but always incor- 
porates the Christmas symbols. Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Sampson, long-time mem- 
bers of Brooks House and members of 


the Maywood Baptist Church and of 
the Brooks House board, had charge 
of last year’s program. The simple 
theme developed around a Christian 
family who celebrate the birthday of 
the Babe of Bethlehem. 

The huge gymnasium gradually 
filled with friends of the center as the 
participants filed into their reserved 
places. The garland bearers and the 
echo choir filled the balcony; the sen- 
ior choir, with ingeniously designed 
candles, sat in a bleacher facing the 
audience; and the rest, dressed as 





The Nativity scene at Brooks House 


snowflakes, Christmas-tree decorations, 
angels, shepherds, and magi, took their 
assigned places. 

The program opened with group 
singing led by Mr. Klinck, other parts 
of the program followed—story, carols, 
hymns, Scripture, and adoration of the 
newborn Babe. 

Still singing, the audience went to 
their respective homes, knowing that 
Christmas had once more come to 
Brooks House. The staff, realizing that 
extraordinarily busy days lay ahead, 
hastily put the center in order and 
retired to the staff living room for a 
time of relaxation. Here they reviewed 
with pleasure the backstage events of 
the evening, while they devoured a 
huge platter of cinnamon rolls, accom- 
panied by steaming cups of coffee. 
About midnight, good-nights, were 
said and the missionaries who live out- 
side the center drove home, while those 
who lived in the center talked quietly 
for another hour before turning off 
the lights. 

Gradually complete quiet possessed 
the great brick structure which stands 
on the corner at 1047 Conkey Street. 
The holly wreaths in the windows gave 
mute evidence of the fact that Brooks 
House, a long-time force for peace and 
good will in East Hammond, stood 
groomed and ready to celebrate the 
advent of the Savior, in whose name 
the house served the people of its 
neighborhood. 
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Friendly Christmas Gifts 


HIS MAY BE the eye-and-ear-minded era, but much of the best of life in 

the twentieth century—early or late—would be lost if the record were not 
available for reading, also. The influence of eye-ear appeal, however, has made 
books more attractive to those who have not learned the joy of perusing a page 
with anticipation of unexpected discoveries, the information sought, or the 
renewal of old friendship with a favorite author. 

Almost everyone enjoys the privilege of. introducing his friends to one an- 
other. The same kind of satisfaction comes to those who share good books with 
friends. So, a book at Christmas seems a delightful way to honor a friend. 

The books on this page have been selected because they are winsome in 
appearance, and also because they will provide hours of happy activity for 


friends. 


Venture of Faith. By Robert G. 
Torbet. The dramatic story of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
cieties from their founding to the pres- 
ent day. $6.00. 

How Long the Night! By Claribel 
F. Dick. True story of the pilgrimage 
and pageantry of people triumphant 
over tragedy. $2.00. 

Japan at the Mid-Century.* By Wil- 
liam Axling. Christian witness in 
changing Japan. Proceeds for chapel 
in Japan. $2.50. 

The Young Church in Action. By J. 
B. Phillips. A translation of the Acts of 
the Apostles. $2.50. 

Papa’s Wife. By Thyra Ferre Bjorn. 
A good story of a Baptist family in 
Sweden and the U.S.A. $3.75. 

Moment by Moment. By Margaret 
T. Applegarth. Devotional stories. 
$2.75. 

Prison and Chocolate Cake.* By 
Nayantara Sahgal. India and the 
U. S. A. by the niece of Nehru. $3.50. 

The Oppression of Protestants in 
Spain. By Jacques Delpech. Foreword 
by John A. Mackay. $2.00. 

Famous American Negroes.* By 
Langston Hughes. Biographies. $2.75. 

Winged Moccasins. By Frances J. 
Farnsworth. Story of Sacajawea, In- 
dian woman leader. $2.75. 

Captured Words. By Frances W. 
Browin. Story of Sequoya, great In- 
dian pioneer. $1.75. 

Hope Rises from the Land.* By 
Ralph A. Felton. $2.50; $1.50. 

Highways of Worship. By Mary 
Beth Fulton. Devotional reading. 
$2.00. 

A Book of Remembrance, 1956. 
Daily inspirational missionary read- 
ings; indispensable missionary statis- 
tics and maps. Annual 75 cents. 

Missions Magazine. International 
Baptist magazine. Monthly. 25 cents. 
Annual subscription, $2.00; club rate, 
$1.50. 


Little Playmate Series: missionary 
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picture-story books (Navaho, Japan, 
the City). 75 cents each; set of three, 
$2.00. 

Picture Albums: World Friends 
Spreading the Gospel; World Friends: 
Indian Americans. (Sixteen photo- 
graphs 9x12.) Each, $1.00. 

Why the Chimes Rang. By Ray- 
mond MacD. Alden. Color illustra- 
tions. $1.75. 

Star of Wonder.* By Robert R. 
Coles and Frances Frost. Christmas 
story. $2.25. 

Dorotny A. STEVENS 


Christmas, 1955! 
By WILLIAM J. KEECH 


Going into the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother.—Matt. 
2:11. 

Matthew refers to “the child and his 
mother” no less than five times in the 
first chapter of his Gospel. Against this 
happy domestic portrait, with all that 
it conveys to the mind of love and 
care, there looms a sinister shadow in 
the account of the “massacre of the 
innocents”—just as it does in life today. 
And the sensitive mind asks the same 
questions all over again. Why? Was it 








necessary? Could the divine purpose 
not have been carried out without this 
needless loss of innocent life? 

And then we remember that here 
man faces the price of his freedom. 
For freedom presupposes a choice be- 
tween alternatives, and this choice re- 
quires moral values. And moral values 
consist of good and evil; they include 
all the complexing grays in between. 

But the story begins here. This seem- 
ingly favored child was one day not 
too far away to feel the sting of the 
same evil. But with this difference— 
that in so doing he would conquer it 
and become the captain of our salva- 
tion. “Call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people.” It was he who said, 
“Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them; for to such belongs 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Today, innocent children know the 
ravages of hunger, disease, and home- 
lessness. Helpless or underprivileged 
mothers clasp them to their bosoms, 
and death is the only answer. Even in 
homes warm with comforts, table 
laden, and in the care of the best pedi- 
atricians, they feel for understanding, 
guidance, and love. These children are 
in every country in the world. And 
they are in our homes. And far more 
than half of them may never learn to 
know the love of God in Christ unless 
you and I show it to them. 

Christmas, this year and every year, 
cannot be complete in its joy and peace 
if you and I do not accept moral re- 
sponsibility for helping some child, be- 
sides our own, somewhere in the world 
to find life that is real, and full, and 
abundant. 

May this Christmas bring renewed 
hope and joy and peace to you. May it 
give you a renewed faith in the power 
of the Christian gospel, and a deeper 
sense of dedication to making its hope 
a reality all around the world. May it 
truly bring peace on earth. 


‘How Long the Night!’ 


Mystic simplicity, a bold faith, and 
sorcery with words only begin to de- 
scribe How Long the Night, by Clari- 
bel F. Dick, a gift book graced with 
poignant revelations of a young Chris- 
tian mother’s hospital experience after 
a terrible automobile accident. The 
tone is victorious, and so is the patient. 

From the author’s anxiety for her 
husband—not herself—in the opening 
moments, to the hour of return in 
health to the family, plus a joyous 
postscript, the reader becomes part of 
the agonizing struggle. 

This is the Christmas gift book of the 
year; in fact, the gift book of the whole 
year. Keep one, give one to your sick 
friend; one to a mother and father— 
old or young; to makers of a new 
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home; to anyone who responds to 
heroic grit in the helpless, to apprecia- 
tion of the wonder of understanding 
and bravery of doctor and nurse, to 
the throb of Christian courage and 
concern. 

This is a true story of the pilgrimage 
and pageantry of people triumphant 
over tragedy. It is written in graphic 
prose and throbbing poetry by the 
mother, who is at the center of the ex- 
perience. Judson Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. $2.00. 


So You Want a Book Review 


Book reviews may serve a number of 
good purposes. They make for inter- 
esting programs, particularly at the 
monthly and circle meetings of the 
Woman’s Mission Society. In the main, 
the book review will do three things: 
describe the book, give the audience a 
feeling of its quality, and pass judg- 
ment on it. 

But perhaps the chief contribution 
of the review is to make other people 
want to read the book—if it is a book 
they should read. What should interest 
both the reviewer and the listener is 
getting a fairly accurate idea of the 
contents of the book. You will do this 
best if, as Henry James said of book 
reviewing, you tell (1) what the author 
has tried to do; and (2) how far he 
has succeeded. Only two objectives— 
but how important they are! 

If the book reviewer does these two 
things successfully, then the listener 
will want to get a copy and read, en- 
joy and form his own judgments about 
the book. The reviewer’s responsibility 
is to pique the curiosity of his audi- 
ence. 

A helpful chapter (among many) 
on the art and technique of the book 
review may be found in How to Make 
a Speech, by Ivan Gerould Grimshaw, 
$2.50, at American Baptist book stores. 





Bible Book-of-the-Month 


Matthew 
Galatians 


December 
January 
February 
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MISSIONARY AND STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION—Children 





School of Missions 


When the committee on missionary 
and stewardship education plans a 
graded school of missions, it should 
make plans for the boys and girls of 
primary and junior departments, either 
in one or two groups or in some other 
workable combination. Basic plans, 
time schedule, and teachers will be 
determined by the committee on chil- 
dren’s work, one of whom is the chair- 
man of missionary and stewardship 
education for children, who is also a 
member of the committee on mission- 
ary and stewardship education. If 
there is no committee on children’s 
work in the church, work through the 
chairman of missionary and steward- 
ship education for children to make 
the plans for the children’s groups. . 

Time of meeting for boys and girls 
—It may be that it is impossible for 
boys and girls to come for their mission 
study at the time the young people and 
men and women are meeting. How- 
ever, this should not prevent the chil- 
dren’s groups from meeting at some 
time convenient for them. Perhaps the 
primary and junior groups will meet 
during the church hour on Sunday 
morning, after school, on Saturday, 
or Sunday afternoon. 

Length of school of missions—The 
children’s groups will meet for six to 
ten sessions. These sessions ought to 
come once a week for a period of six 
weeks, consecutively, to help children 
feel a sense of urgency and mission 
about our responsibility for and par- 
ticipation in the missionary program 
of Baptists. Each session will be one 
to two hours in length. 

Materials to use—The committee 
planning the school of missions will 
choose the theme for the whole school. 
In most instances the theme will be a 
current mission study for which there 
are ample graded materials to use with 
the children’s groups. 

The themes this year are: Home— 
Indian Americans; ForEIGN—S pread- 
ing the Gospel Today. 


Materials for Home Theme 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 

The Gray Eyes Family. By Edith J. 
Agnew, and the teacher’s guide. 

Making New Friends—(Baptist 
stories ) 

Picture album—World Friends: 
Indian Americans 

Selected pictures from the Around 
the World picture sets 

Filmstrip—Nonebah of the Navahos 


Junior DEPARTMENT 
Yakima Boy. By Grace W. McGav- 


ran, and the helpful teacher’s guide 
Making New Friends—(Baptist 
stories ) 
Picture map—Indian Americans 
Picture album—World Friends: 
Indian Americans 
Selected pictures from the Around 
the World picture sets 
Filmstrip—Peter Flying Eagle 


Materials for Foreign Theme 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


The Singing Secret. By Elizabeth 
Allstrom, and the teacher’s guide 

Making New Friends—(Baptist 
stories ) 

Picture album—World Friends 
Spreading the Gospel 

Selected pictures from the Around 
the World picture sets 

The Bible Travels Today 

Filmstrip—Sunday Around 
World 


Junior DEPARTMENT 


Bright Pathways. By Esma Rideout 
Booth, and the teacher’s guide 

Making New Friends—(Baptist 
stories ) 

Picture album—World Friends 
Spreading the Gospel 

Picture map—The Bible in Many 
Lands 

The Bible Travels Today 

Selected pictures from the Around 
the World picture sets 

Filmstrip—Sunday Around 
World 

The Baptist emphasis is found in 
the Baptist book of missionary stories 
Making New Friends: Among Indian 
Americans, Around the World. This 
book includes service projects, special- 
interest missionaries, as well as the 
stories written by our own Baptist 
missionaries. See “Children Share in 
the Missionary Program” (1955-56) 
for the listing of additional study and 
enrichment materials. 

All materials are available from your 
nearest American Baptist Publication 
Society book store. 

Note: If the theme chosen is not a 
current mission study, write to: De- 
partment of Missionary Education, 
1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa., 
for suggestions as to books, maps, pic- 
ture sets, and projected visual mate- 
rials. 

Teachers for children’s groups—It 
is wise to enlist the teachers with whom 
the children are already acquainted. 
If you are a teacher of a children’s 
group and want additional background 
on the whole program of missionary 
and stewardship education for chil- 
dren, be sure to read the new book 
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Missionary Education of Children, by 
Frances Hill. Chapters 3, 4, and 5 will 
be especially helpful. 

The school of missions in A Year of 
Baptist Achievement is scheduled for 
January and early February, 1956. Be 
sure teachers are secured now; and 
teaching materials should be placed in 
their hands by early November. Write 
Miss Florence Stansbury, 1703 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


‘The Christmas Donkey’ 


DEAR FRIENDS: 

Here is the story of “The Christmas 
Donkey.” The donkey speaks: 

I was just a piece of gray cardboard 
that for more than twenty-five years 
had lain behind the work bench in the 
store room of the Crow Indian Baptist 
Mission. “Just the thing,” I heard the 
voice say. It was the missionary, who 
was down on her hands and knees, 
trying to find the stand for the Christ- 
mas tree which had been shoved back 
in a far corner during the summer, 
when Christmas seemed a long time 
away. I was gray on one side, but on 
the other were the words “Woman’s 
American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, 1929.” I was laid on a table, first 
a heavy pencil made marks on my gray 
side, then the “exacto” knife made 
sharp cuttings where the pencil marks 
had been. I emerged from the card- 
board, first ears, then head, body, legs, 
tail, and last of all an eye. At least I 
was finished, a life-sized little donkey. 
I was nailed to a small apple box and 
placed carefully toward the back of 
the stage. 

It was evening. The Council Lodge 
was full of people. All the extra chairs 
had been brought from the storeroom. 
The huge tree to the left of the stage 
was bright with lights and tinsel, and 
underneath gifts were piled for the 
children, some from the parents and 
others from the White Cross boxes. 
The pianist started to play and the 
children became quiet. The reader, 
Duane Bends, dressed in blue robe 
and white collar, stepped to the little 
pulpit and started to read, “Praise ye 
the Lord, let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord.” Duane is in 
the third grade. His voice filled the 
large room. The primary children sang, 
“Praise him, praise him, all ye little 
children.” As Duane read story after 
story, the curtain opened showing 
tableaux of the angel coming to Mary, 
the manger in Bethlehem, the coming 
of the shepherds, the Wise Men and 
the star, and Wise Men coming to 
Bethlehem. 

Between the readings, the children 
sang. There were three choirs, primary, 
junior, and junior high. All this time 
I was waiting on the stage with my 
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gray side to the wall. Then the choir 
sang and there was a great stir behind 
the curtain. I was brought out and 
placed on the center of the stage, with 
my gray side toward the audience. Just 
in front of me, as if leading the way, 
was Gail Iron, dressed like a cherub, 
carrying a tiny lighted lamp. By my 
side stood Vernon Whiteman Runs 
Him, great-grandson of White Man 
Runs Him, who designed the window 
in the tower of the church. Vernon 
was dressed as the men in Bethlehem 
dressed two-thousand years ago. He 
stood tall and dignified. His great- 
grandfather would have been proud of 
him. On the apple box sat Luanna 
Jean, tenderly holding in her arms a 
bundle wrapped in a white woolly 





blanket. There was a look of wonder 
in Luanna’s face. She could not be- 
lieve that she had been chosen from 
all the girls in the primary department 
to take the part of Mary. Maybe she 
had been chosen because she came to 
church with her great-grandmother, 
Clara White Hip, so faithfully. Luanna 
had tried to keep her great-grand- 
mother from becoming lonely when 
Aunt Clara had left in the fall to at- 
tend school in Bacone, Okla. 

The curtain opened and the audi- 
ence saw Joseph and Mary and the 
baby with the cherub leading the way, 
and the donkey. Everything was very 
quiet, because no one had expected 
to see a donkey. But there I was, just 
the right size and color. As Duane read 
the words, “When he arose, he took 
the young child and his mother by 
night and departed into Egypt,” the 
story became very real. 

Though the gifts were piled high 
under the tree, the children gave all 
their attention to taking their places 
at the right time, and doing their parts 
in telling the story of the first Christ- 
mas. This was their birthday present 
to Jesus, and they wanted it to be 
beautiful. MALvINA JoHNSON, Crow 
Indian Baptist Mission 


CHRISTIAN WORLD OUTREACH—The B. Y.F. 





Service Projects for Special- 
Interest Mission Fields 


To pin-point the importance of the 
Baptist world mission, the B. Y. F. 
annually selects special-interest mission 
fields, one at home and one overseas. 
Selections are made on the basis of 
recommendations by the Home and 
Foreign Mission Societies in connec- 
tion with the mission-study themes of 
the year. 

Goal for each B. Y. F.: Adopt and 
carry through at least one project from 
the following lists suggested by mission- 
aries at work in the special-interest 
fields. 


Murrow Indian Children’s Home 


This is the special-interest home 
field this year. Murrow is located on 
the campus of Bacone College, Bacone, 
Okla. The president of the college 
serves as superintendent of the home. 
Several new cottages were built re- 
cently to replace older buildings. Here 
homeless Indian children from many 
tribes find love and come to know 
Christ. 


Projects for Murrow 
1. Betty Crocker silverware coupons. 


Thirty-six thousand needed to secure 
enough silverware for new cottages. 

2. Place mats for dining tables. May 
be paper or cloth. Approximately fifty 
needed for one meal. 

3. Lawn furniture. Send knocked 
down, ready for assembling. 

4. Used children’s books for the 
library, but only ones in good repair. 

5. Canned goods. Foods especially 
needed: green beans, sweet corn, car- 
rots, and tomatoes. A “shower” might 
be held at a party using Indian-Amer- 
ican theme. 

6. Table-lamp stands. 
needed. 

7. Play equipment: baseballs, soft- 
balls, bats, gloves for both baseball and 
softball, croquet sets, badminton, etc. 

Send all items suggested above to: 
Rev. Wilbur H. Romick, Director, 
Murrow Indian Children’s Home, 
Bacone, Okla. 


Thirty-five 


Burma 


This is the special-interest foreign 
field of the year. In Burma, oldest 
American Baptist mission, Christian 
work moves confidently forward. To- 
day there are twenty-three American 
Baptist stations, sixty-five American 
Baptist missionaries, 2,522 Burma 


33 











workers, 1,210 organized Baptist 
churches (with 142,500 church mem- 
bers). 

Projects for Burma 

1. Packages of vegetable and flower 
seeds. May be enclosed in ordinary let- 
ter envelopes. Vegetable seeds for 
lower Burma: radish, onion, lettuce, 
cabbage, cauliflower, egg plant, and 
lady’s finger. For upper Burma: any 
vegetable and flower seeds which 
grow in the temperate regions of the 
United States. Flower seeds for lower 
Burma: phlox, snapdragon, baby’s 
breath, balsam or touch-me-not, zin- 
nia, small sunflower, and cosmos. 

2. Books and helps for youth groups, 
including a year’s complete set of used 
copies of Junior High Topic and The 
High Call. 

3. Sunday school materials. In 
Burma, International Bible Lessons 
are preferred, although the “Judson 
Graded Series” is also used. Teachers 
use lesson materials for the year pre- 
ceding the current calendar year. They 
need a full year’s set of lesson helps at 
one time, for each age group. Sugges- 
tion: Collect used copies of The Bap- 
tist Leader for the twelve months im- 
mediately past. Tear out pages en- 
titled ““Teachers’ Leader.” Bind these 
pages for each month together. Send 
one or more complete sets of twelve. 

4. Used hymn books and chorus 
books. Need at least ten of one kind. 

5. Books on Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. Can use one of a kind. Ought 
to be recent. 

6. Books, used, to help with hand- 
work and other activities for Sunday 
school and vacation church school. 

7. Used copies of choir music and 
music for quartets and groups. Not too 
difficult. Need at least twelve copies 
of one number. 

8. Religious pictures of any size. 

9. Used magazines. Copies of Read- 
ers Digest, Saturday Evening Post, 
National Geographic, Better Homes 
and Gardens, Christian-family maga- 


:. 


Lulu Colwell Guild, Calvary Church, Denver, Colo. Mrs. 
Colwell, Mrs. E. E. Brock, missionary, back row right 
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zines, magazines for children (not 
comics), 4-H publications. Send con- 
secutive monthly issues regularly, three 
or four at a time, of the same maga- 
zine, rather than occasional bundles 
of one of a kind. 

All books and magazines should be 
in good condition, with no pages miss- 
ing. Mark all packages “Usep Booxs 
—No Va.tue—Grrts.” Send all items 
listed above to Dr. Frederick G. Dick- 
ason, American Baptist Mission, 143 
St. John’s Road, Rangoon, Burma. 

The information given in this article 
is available in a new leaflet entitled 
“B. Y. F. Spotlight.” Order from your 
area director of Christian education 
or from the national B. Y. F. office. 
These projects are valid for guild chap- 
ters as well as the entire B. Y. F. 


Youth’s Part In 
The School of Missions 


One of the most important activities 
of the Y. B. A. is the graded church 
school of missions, scheduled for Jan- 
uary and February. For youth work- 
ers, the significance of this project lies 
in the fact that at least one youth class 
in the school should have been planned 
by the committee on missionary and 
stewardship education. Young people 
ought to be represented on this com- 
mittee by both the Christian world- 
outreach and the Christian witness 
chairmen. In addition, the chairman 
of youth work should be a regular 
member. To insure their attendance 
at the school, young people will need 
to be consulted about both texts and 
teachers. 

If plans for the graded school of 
missions in your church have not yet 
been completed, there is still time to 
make arrangements. Check with your 
committee on missionary and steward- 
ship education. Be sure that a youth 
class is scheduled and publicized. 

Even if your church is not in the 
Y. B. A., a graded church school of 


missions is a “must.” 


Fellowship Guild 





Two Outstanding Guilds 


Calvary Baptist Church, Denver, 
Colo., may well be proud of its ex- 
tremely active guilds, the Lula Colwell 
(junior high) chapter, named for Mrs. 
H. G. Colwell, former president of the 
American Baptist Convention, and the 
Mary Ellen Smith (senior high) chap- 
ter, named for Mrs. Henry G. Smith, 
wife of the former pastor of Calvary. 

The Lula Colwell Guild was organ- 
ized in May, 1954, with Mrs. George 
J. MacDonald as counselor. In the 
year and a half of its existence, the 
group has accomplished great things. 
The girls have visited the Denver 
Christian Center, sung carols to the 
church’s shut-ins, conducted a cere- 
monial service for the Mary Ellen 
Smith chapter, served as co-hostesses 
with the senior highs at an associa- 
tional guild rally held at Calvary, pre- 
sented a program for the church school 
of missions, and held a retreat at Mrs. 
Colwell’s mountain cabin to plan this 
year’s work. 

For the school of missions session, a 
meaningful worship service was con- 
ducted by the girls. Mrs. Colwell 
brought a stirring missionary address 
on India which was followed by the 
playlet “Oil Lamps Lifted.” 

The Mary Ellen Smith chapter was 
organized last January in response to 
repeated requests on the part of the 
senior-high girls. Mrs. Monroe Snyder 
is the counselor. This fine group has 
also carried through a number of proj- 
ects. Each chapter had two of its mem- 
bers at the national house party at 
Green Lake, Wis., last summer. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Mac- 
Donald, Mrs. Snyder, and all Calvary 
guild girls for their noteworthy 
achievements! We look forward to 
other outstanding reports of their 
work. 


Mary Ellen Smith Guild, Calvary Church, Denver, Colo. 
Mrs. M. Snyder, center back, Mrs. H. G. Smith, right 
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Speakers and Interpreters Tell the Story 


Missionaries Cannot Expend Their Energies on Speaking Assign- 
ments While on Furlough. So Speakers, Interpreters Are Trained 


By MARTHA M. JONES 


RE you getting the most out of 

your missionary dollar? Do you 
really know what is being accom- 
plished by our missionaries? If you are 
making good use of the speakers and 
interpreters listed in your state, such 
will be the case. 

Some who are reading this page may 
not know what this list of names repre- 
sents. It is a group of selected Baptist 
women who have indicated their 
willingness to accept invitations to 
present an inspirational and challeng- 
ing message, the subject of which is 
home missions for speakers, and for- 
eign missions for interpreters. 


Volunteer Service 


These women receive very little pub- 
licity, but render an inestimable serv- 
ice to the entire denomination. They 
are usually local women and are avail- 
able at no expense to the churches, 
except the courtesy of paying their 
transportation. They want no money 
for their time, but urge you to give 
the money to the Unified Budget, or 
toe the annual home- and foreign-mis- 
sion offerings that have been author- 
ized by the denomination. 


National Directors 


The league of interpreters is directed 
by Ada P. Stearns, of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies, 
who sends out all the latest news on the 
foreign fields to the women interested 
in speaking about foreign missions. 
The speakers bureau is in charge of 
Mrs. Milo E. Wenger, of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies, who 
does the same for those interested in 
speaking about our home-mission 
work. Our speakers and interpreters 
also are prepared to tell about our 
mission-study books. 


State Chairmen 


When the National Council of 
American Baptist Women was formed, 
a chairman of speakers and interpre- 
ters was appointed in each state, and 
it is her responsibility each year to 
compile a list of available speakers and 
interpreters and the fields about which 
they have chosen to speak, and to dis- 
tribute the list to each church in that 
state. There is also a chairman of 
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speakers and interpreters in each as- 
sociation, who interviews women wish- 
ing to serve in these divisions. All of 
them are keenly interested in missions. 
They study, as well as visit, our work 
in order to keep their talks up to date. 
Many will use costumes, visual aids, 
and maps to make their talks more in- 
teresting. These women are being con- 
stantly trained at their own insistence 
to become better speakers. Workshops 
are held for them in the states and at 
the national women’s conference at 
Green Lake each summer. 


Statistics 


Reports are compiled each spring 
to be presented at the annual conven- 
tion. These reports tell the value of 
this work. Last year there were 810 
interpreters giving 3,170 talks reach- 
ing 123,994 people, and 636 speakers 
giving 1,929 talks before 93,914 peo- 
ple. However, there are two extremes 
in these figures. One Oregon woman 
gave 45 talks to 2,675 people, while 
another woman in South Dakota 
writes, “Seems a little useless to pre- 
pare and not receive more invitations 
to speak.” 


Annual Breakfast 


The speakers and interpreters do 
not receive much recognition, but they 
do enjoy attending the annual speak- 
ers and interpreters’ breakfast held at 
convention time. Last year the at- 
tendance at Atlantic City was approxi- 
mately three hundred, and following 
the breakfast one woman in Nevada 
wrote: “I attended the speakers and 
interpreters’ breakfast last year, and 
being surrounded by missionaries gave 
me a chance to collect material for 
several talks.” 





We are Christians and are, there- 
fore, anxious to help spread the gospel 
to all people. Our missionaries cannot 
do that if they must continuously ex- 
pend their energies and time on us at 
home in our churches. Furthermore, 
when you appoint a missionary doctor, 
nurse, or other specialist, you are con- 
cerned more with their technical skill, 
Christian background, and training, 
than you are with their public-speak- 
ing ability. Speakers and interpreters 
often have more time to study and 
practice the techniques of public speak- 
ing than missionaries on the field, and 
can be quite pleasing to their audi- 
ences. 

Many of our lay people have visited 
our home-mission work in this coun- 
try, and have witnessed very effectively 
in the churches. Everyone is rejoicing 
in having more laymen and women 
visiting our foreign-mission fields, our 
European work, and the home-mission 
work which is beyond our immediate 
shores. Be sure to use these people in 
your programs. Quite often they pre- 
sent a more realistic story than the 
missionary, since most missionaries are 
too modest to tell of their very real 
contribution to the making of a Chris- 
tian world. 


Recruitment 


Recruitment is an important phase 
of our total religious work, and this is 
another area of the work that the 
speakers and interpreters emphasize as 
they speak to classes of young people. 

All of this information is directed 
to each pastor or program committee 
chairman of each church in our Amer- 
ican Baptist Convention. Be sure you 
have a list of the speakers and inter- 
preters in your state always on hand. 
If you do not have one, secure it from 
the vice-president of missions or the 
chairman of speakers and interpreters 
in your state woman’s society. If you 
have a director of promotion in your 
state, he will have a copy of the list. 
Our goal this year is to use at least 
one speaker or interpreter in every 
church. Will you not become more in- 
formed about the work of our de- 
nominational missions through the use 
of speakers and interpreters? They are 
prepared and awaiting your request. 
Are they included in your program 
planning? 

The following is taken from an origi- 
nal poem sent out by Agnes Raff Ben- 
nett when she was New Jersey chair- 
man of speakers and interpreters: 


Program Planners, time is pressing. 

If its missions you’d be stressing, 

Call these dedicated women—why get 
speakers from afar? 

You need have no consternation, 

They’ve a wealth of information, 

Which they gladly share for love of him 
whose messengers they are. 
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The Woman's Sociely 


FOR MEETINGS OF CIRCLES AND SMALL SOCIETIES 





The Oil of Gladness 


By HARRIET ANN SMITH HOSTETTLER 


Hymn: “When Wilt Thou Save 
the People?” or “Where Cross the 
Crowded Ways of Life.” 

Scripture: Isaiah 61: 1-4. 

PRAYER 

Hostess: We have guests at our 
meeting today: Mrs. Todd, the wife 
of one of the ministers, and several 
friends, from the East Harlem Protes- 
tant Parish in New York city. Ameri- 
can Baptists are one of eight denomi- 
nations that support this challenging 
work. Mrs. Todd, how old is the parish 
and how large a work is it? 

Mrs. Topp: Seven years ago there 
was no church of a major Protestant 
denomination in our area. Now there 
are four congregations with 350 mem- 
bers and 500 children and youth. 

Hostess: We hear that you work 
through storefront churches. Why? 

Mrs. Topp: The storefronts serve 
as chapel, recreation, and meeting 
hall, though often small groups meet 
in each other’s homes. Like thousands 
of other members of minority groups, 
in the deteriorating sections of any 
large American city, the Negroes and 
Puerto Ricans of East Harlem had felt 
forgotten by, and alienated from, tra- 
ditional Protestant churches. In the 
two blocks served by one of the parish 
churches, live nearly five thousand 
people, and on an adjacent block an- 
other four thousand are jammed to- 
gether in crumbling tenements. Fear- 
ful and lonely, they are separated from 
each other by race, language, and cul- 
ture. Amidst tension and discrimina- 
tion, many sink into apathy and de- 
spair; the strong struggle for survival 
with self-respect as they are forced to 
compete for homes and jobs. They will 
not enter churchly looking buildings, 
but they will attend storefronts. 

Hostess: How does slum living 
affect the children? 

Mrs. Topp: Let me tell you the 
story of Brenda. Three years ago, 
Brenda was a bright-eyed child with 
sunny smiles. She came every week to 
Sunday school in the storefront. Al- 
ways eager to learn, Brenda seemed 
like a child who would be strong 
enough to withstand the difficulties of 
growing up in East Harlem. Her home, 
a three-room apartment, shared by 
her parents, grandmother, and four 
brothers, had not been painted or re- 
paired in years. As in all the other 
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dingy six-story tenements, there is no 
room for privacy; it is often without 
heat in winter, but a stifling brick oven 
in summer. Brenda’s mother, gaunt 
with malnutrition, looks tired and 
worn. Her father, a hard-working man, 
but unable to read or write, is often 
out of work. 

Like so many of their neighbors, 
they had been sold exorbitant insur- 
ance “burial” policies on all the chil- 
dren. For this thread of security they 
tried desperately to keep up payments 
—often out of money needed for food. 
Then they were swindled on an install- 
ment-buying plan, signing papers 
which they did not understand. Time 
payments on a cheap sewing machine 
and television set, which soon broke 
down, amounted to more than three 
times what they were worth. 

Brenda’s grandmother had been the 
one who helped the family through 
difficult times. Since her death two 
years ago, Brenda has_ gradually 
changed. That old look of suppressed 
suffering has come into her eyes. She 
is quiet now, so much of her sponta- 
neity vanished, a sad little ten-year-old. 

Hostess: How do you help the peo- 
ple? 

Mrs. Topp: As it is the task of the 
church anywhere, the parish stands 
ready to help as crises arise. It may be 
men out of work who are enabled to 
find a job through the employment 
clinic. Boys and girls in trouble with 
the law are accompanied to court. 
Mothers are helped to get needed wel- 
fare assistance. Hospitalization is ar- 
ranged for a dope addict who wants 
to “get off” the habit. A runaway teen- 
age girl is located sixty miles from the 
city and brought home. The leaders of 
two rival gangs are brought together in 
the “neutral territory” of the church, 
so that a truce can be negotiated. But 
let me introduce one of my friends who 
will tell you her story, Mrs. A. 

Mrs. A: We won our fight! I am 
the mother of five children, living in 
a building where, during freezing 
weather, the twenty-seven families 
were without heat for weeks. With the 
help of a parish minister and lawyer, 
we protested and fought for three years 
for basic repairs. We met regularly in 
apartments for worship and to plan 
action. After countless court appear- 
ances, the landlord was forced finally 





to install a new furnace, to paint, to 
repair hazardous electrical fixtures, 
and to plaster up holes in the wall 
(entranceways for rats). The church 
is the only good thing that has come 
into our block. They may not know it 
now, but I have faith that the seeds 
that are being planted now in my boys 
and the other children, seeds of faith 
in God who loves and cares for all, 
will bear fruit when they are grown. 

Hostess: How do you finance your 
work? 

Mrs. Topp: The eight denomina- 
tions help, and the people give as they 
are able. But, they also work. Let Mrs. 
B tell us about that. 

Mrs. B [holding out her hands}: 
All I can give the church are these. 
That’s why I work with the others 
hauling and sorting rummage, some- 
times till two in the morning, getting 
ready for sales which help keep our 
church open—then I go home and do 
my ironing. 

Mrs. A: At Christmastime we work 
eight to twelve hours a day in order to 
prepare and conduct the annual toy 
sale. Churches and women’s groups 
donate the dolls, games, coloring 
books, and toys which are carefully 
sorted. This enables hundreds of 
parents to give gifts to their children 
who might otherwise have nothing, or 
at best a bleak and meager Christmas. 

Mrs. B [breaking in eagerly]: Let 
me tell the climax. We look forward 
to the last day—when the children 
come to buy gifts for their brothers 
and sisters. A crowd of fifty or more 
is always waiting for the moment the 
doors open. The most careful shoppers 
of all, they clamber over each other, 
inspecting all the remaining toys un- 
til they are satisfied with their selec- 
tions. Then, holding out an armful of 
treasures—puzzles, books, a pair of 
mittens—they ask breathlessly, “How 
much are these?” Worried looks vanish 
into wreaths of smiles as they shyly 
draw forth their few pennies and are 
told, “Now isn’t that amazing, you 
have just the right amount!” 

Mrs. Topp: For many who pass a 
parish storefront window by day or 
night, the lighted chapel cross is a 
reminder that God is here, a silent 
source of strength. For the members 
and others reached by the churches’ 
program has come the assurance, 
“Once you were no people, but now 
you are God’s people” (R.S.V., 1 Peter 
2:10). 

Hostess: Thank you for being our 
guests today. Let us all pray silently 
for God’s blessing on this work. 


And Now Action 


Pack a box and send it to the parish 
in care of Miss Florence Bo nn, 
249 East 104th St., New York 29, N.Y. 
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Highlight of the Year 


February Sweethearts’ Banquet 


D O NOT YIELD to the temptation 
to skip the December meeting 
of your men’s fellowship executive 
committee. Holidays or no holidays, 
that February meeting will take a lot 
of planning, if it turns out to be the 
highlight of your year of meetings. It 
should be, because you will have all 
the ladies of the church begging their 
menfolk to take them to the Sweet- 
hearts’ Banquet. When they get there, 
you want to be sure to have a program 
that will make them want to come 
back. 


December Last-Touches 


But first, better make sure of all 
the details for the December and Jan- 
uary meetings. Meals all planned? 
Decoration, if any? Special music? 
Do speakers all know how they are 
going to get there, and whether their 
expenses will be taken care of? Song- 
sheets, song leader, and pianist all 
lined up? Someone primed to take care 
of the devotional emphasis? The pastor 
reminded of his five-minute talk? 
Name tags for members and visitors, 
large enough to be seen at a distance? 
A careful timetable laid out for the 
entire evening? Special guests invited? 

How about publicity? Any possible 
approaches we have overlooked? Bulle- 
tin announcements, posters, newspaper 
notices, announcements, personal invi- 
tations, telephone calls, letters? 

No exceptionally good programs 
“just happen.” Careful planning of 
every detail is called for if each meet- 
ing is to be the kind men rave about 
later. Be sure to plan those first few 
minutes, when strangers are likely to 
arrive and feel ill at ease. Always have 
some of your most friendly men there 
ten minutes early, to make that im- 
possible. 


February—Honor Sweethearts 


Have corsages ready, at the Febru- 
ary meeting, for presentation to (1) 
the couple married the longest; (2) 
the couple most recently married; (3) 
the couple with the newest child; (4) 
the couple with the most grandchil- 
dren. 

The First Baptist Church, Mon- 
rovia, Calif., started a few years ago 
to present a corsage to the “Sweet- 
hearts of the Year,” with a story of 
their lives narrated by the master of 
ceremonies. Each year something has 
been added to the custom and now it 
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is an outstanding production. Partici- 
pants never forget it. 


“This Is Your Life” 


Copying the well-known TV pro- 
gram, the committee this year pulled 
surprise after surprise on the chosen 
couple, two of the most beloved peo- 
ple in the church. A spotlight followed 
the president and his wife as they 
circulated among the tables with the 
corsage and boutonniere, heightening 
the suspense. It finally came to rest 
on the “victims,” and the flowers were 
pinned on. 

The couple were then escorted to a 
specially constructed platform with a 
davenport, a few extra chairs, and a 
floor lamp on it. The master of cere- 
monies arose and began reading a very 
clever narrative outlining the stories 
of their lives. Occasionally he would 
say, “Do you remember when .. .” 
and a picture of one or both of them 
many years ago would flash on the 
wall or a screen. 

Or that question would result in a 
voice coming over the loudspeaker 
from another room, and the couple 
would be asked to guess whose voice it 
was. Then the owner of the voice 
would be ushered in. Perhaps a child, 
another relative, or someone else well 
known. Guests on this occasion in- 
cluded the man’s employer, the wife’s 
aunt and sister, from Ohio, who had 
been planning a visit and were per- 
suaded to come early, a brother, eight 








The men of Sunnyside Baptist 
Church, Los Angeles, Calif., learned 
of the need for farm implements on 
one of our mission fields and they 


met it. They presented this tractor; 
and a full set of discs and harrow to" 


Glenn R. Hill, missionary, who re- 
turned to India. The lady is Mrs. Hill 





members of a former Sunday school 
class in another city, and all the cou- 
ple’s children and grandchildren, ex- 
cept a son on active duty with the 
navy. He sent a tape recording. 


Memory Book 


Occasionally the narrative included 
spicy bits read from letters from friends 
and relatives in other parts of the 
country. The couple were asked to 
guess the identity of the authors. The 
letters were pasted in an attractive 
memory book along with the narrative, 
several additional pictures and news- 
paper clippings furnished by friends 
and relatives, and pictures of this occa- 
sion which were presented to the cou- 
ple later. 

Two months will give just enough 
time to work up a program of this 
kind if you work fast, but you will have 
no time to lose. Sit.down with a rela- 
tive or close friend of the couple you 
select, and have him help you line up 
the people you will want to write with 
invitations for letters, tape recordings, 
or personal appearances. Get the let- 
ters off before Christmas and ask for 
replies early in January, so you will 
have time to get your story together. 
If you do not have a magic-lantern 
type of projector that will throw ordi- 
nary photographs on the wall, arrange 
to duplicate some old pictures on 35- 
millimeter slides. 

The preliminaries for this program 
are very important, too. A_ well- 
planned sing, a devotional meditation 
(preferably by someone with the happy 
ability to combine humor with the 
serious), special music and business, 
if any, must all be well done and in 
keeping with the theme of the evening. 


Alternate Program 


If this program is a bit too elaborate 
for your group, plan at least for the 
corsage presentation. Give special 
honor to the couple chosen “Sweet- 
hearts of the Year.” If possible, have 
their children there to share their 
honor. 

Allow time for several husbands to 
tell “the nearest I ever came to di- 
vorcing my wife,” and let the wives tell 
“my hardest task in training my hus- 
band.” Ask a minister or a Christian 
layman, with a good sense of humor, 
to speak on “What Happens to Sweet- 
hearts When They Get Married?” Ask 
him to wind up with some good solid 
helps for building a Christian home. 
Be sure to give your own pastor five 
minutes on this program. It may be 
his only chance to speak to some of the 
men until Easter. 

Seriously, be sure that every man has 
such a good time that he will want to 
come again. 
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News FROM THE WORLD OF MISSIONS 








Church Cornerstone Laid in Nation’s Capital 


New Gothic Edifice of First Baptist Church Nearing Completion; 
Baptist Leaders Participate in Ceremonies; Stained Glass 
To Portray Baptist History and Ecumenical Movement 


By JOHN C. SLEMP 


T THREE O’CLOCK in the 

afternoon of October 15, nearly 
three hundred persons gathered at 
Sixteenth and O Streets, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. C., for the laying of the 
cornerstone of the new edifice of the 
153-year-old First Baptist Church. The 
elegant Gothic building, erected at a 
cost of $1,500,000 ($2,000,000 when 
finally completed), will be one of the 
finest examples of good church archi- 
tecture in the United States—the kind 
of building that Baptists ought to 
have in the nation’s capital. 


Impressive Ceremony 


The first trowel of mortar in the 
impressive ceremony was placed on the 
stone by young Dianne Louise Wof- 
ford, the fifth generation of her family 
to be associated with the church. The 
second trowel was placed by Flora 
Nichols, the oldest member and a 
communicant for seventy years. 

Among others participating in lay- 
ing the stone and in other parts of 
the program were Edward Hughes 
Pruden, the minister; Dwight H. 
Anderson, the associate minister; 
Theodore F. Adams, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., 
and president of the Baptist World 
Alliance; Earl F. Adams, Washington 
representative of the National Council 
of Churches; C. Emanuel Carlson, 
executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs; 
M. Chandler Stith, executive secre- 
tary of the District of Columbia Bap- 
tist Convention; and Frederick E. 
Reissig, executive secretary of the 
Washington Federation of Churches. 


Principal Address 


Theodore F. Adams delivered the 
principal address. As president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, he brought 
greetings from the Baptists of the 
Soviet Union, whom he had visited 
soon after his election to the presi- 
dency of the alliance at its Jubilee Con- 
gress in London last summer. 

Dr. Adams then offered a series of 
congratulations. First, he congratu- 
lated the church upon its courage, its 
vision, its faith, and its devotion to 
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Christ in building a magnificent new 
church edifice. Second, he congratu- 
lated the pastor, Dr. Pruden, who, he 
said, “is honored, admired, and loved 
far beyond the vicinity of this church 
and this city.” Third, he congratulated 
the community on having the new 
building as a part of its life. “This 
church building,” he declared, “is a 
witness to Jesus Christ in this entire 
city.” 

Dr. Adams then sounded the key- 
note of his address with a reference 
to the words from Ephesians 2:20 en- 
graved on the cornerstone: “Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone.” Said the speaker, in part: “If 
Christ is indeed the cornerstone of 
this church, then the members must 
be committed to all that his gospel 
stands for—justice and good will and 
brotherhood in all human relations. 
They must make his gospel operative 
in every area of life and to the ends 
of the earth.” 


Ecumenical Windows 


Most of the stained-glass windows 
were still to be installed at the time 
of the cornerstone laying. Although 
the major windows will portray the 
life of Christ, smaller ones will portray 
both Baptist history and the ecumeni- 
cal movement. 

William Carey and Adoniram Jud- 
son will represent great Baptist mis- 
sionaries; John Bunyan and Alexander 
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New edifice of First Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., just before the 





Maclaren, great authors; Charles H. 
Spurgeon and George W. Truett, great 
preachers; Samuel F. Smith (who 
wrote “America”) and William H. 
Doane, great hymn writers; Roger Wil- 
liams and Walter Rauschenbusch, 
great pioneers; Edgar J. Goodspeed 
and Helen Barrett Montgomery, great 
translators; James L. Kraft and Rus- 
sell Colgate, great laymen; James P. 
Boyce and Booker T. Washington, 
great educators. 

The larger family of Christians will 
also be recognized in another series of 
small windows portraying some of the 
great Christian leaders of history. 
Representing the early church will be 
Augustine, Francis of Assisi, and 
Chrysostom. Representing the Refor- 
mation period will be Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, and John Knox. Later 
Christian leaders will include John 
Wesley, George Fox, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, David Livingstone, Dwight L. 
Moody, Phillips Brooks, and Horace 
Bushnell. Representing more recent 
times will be Wilfred Grenfell, Toyo- 
hiko Kagawa, Albert Schweitzer, and 
John R. Mott. Representing the 
ecumenical movement in particular 
will be three personalities who had a 
large part in the formation of what is 
now the World Council of Churches 
—Bishop Brent, Archbishop Soder- 
brum, Archbishop William Temple. 

Stones from historic churches all 
over the world have been built into 
the walls of the new sanctuary. Among 
them is a stone from the Baptist 
Church in Hiroshima which was de- 
stroyed by the atomic bomb; a stone 
from the baptistery in Calcutta in 
which both Judson and Rice were 
baptized; and a stone each from 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, and Westminster Abbey. 





cornerstone-laying ceremonies. Dr. Pruden applies mortar to the stone 
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1,000 Persons Served 
At Christian Center 


Represented in Many Activities Are 
14 Indian Tribes; Center Serves 
Several Community Interests 


By CHARLES R. OSBORN II 


Roll call at the Anadarko Christian 
Center, Anadarko, Okla., evokes a 
response from representatives of four- 
teen different Indian tribes. From its 
beginning in August, 1953, the center 
has carried on a continuous program 
for the Indian residents of the com- 
munity. 

The center serves 1,000 persons 
each week through club groups, in- 
formal recreation, home-demonstra- 
tion groups, and Bible study, and 
personal counseling. A lounge supplied 
with good books and magazines is 
available to all who come. The center 
serves the community by conducting 
forums and by providing a place for 
meetings. 


Community Forum 


The first community forum spon- 
sored by the center was concerned with 
the prevention of juvenile delinquency 
in the Anadarko area. Harry Rosen, 
executive director of the Oklahoma 
State Crime Study Commission, was 
the speaker and discussion leader. In 
attendance were the city manager, the 
county court judge, the superintend- 
ent of schools, the chief of police, and 
local ministers. As a result of the 
forum, a committee was set up to con- 
tinue needed action in this field. 

Two new women’s groups have been 
organized at the center. One is a club 
for mothers of preschool children. A 
nursery with supervised play for the 
children is provided while the mothers 
meet for study and fellowship. The 
other group, set up on an inter-tribal 
basis, is a home-demonstration club 
open to all women of the area. 

Forty men from the Indian Baptist 
churches in Oklahoma met at the cen- 
ter to organize an Association Brother- 
hood and to affiliate the group with the 
National Council of American Baptist 
Men. LeRoy Weimert, field represent- 
ative of the N.C.A.B.M., worked with 
the group in setting up the organiza- 
tion and presented the certificate 
of affiliation. Several other Indian 
churches are developing their men’s 
work and plan to affiliate with the na- 
tional organization. 


New Recreation Area 


Recently completed was a greatly 
needed recreation area. It has an all- 
weather basketball court, a softball 
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diamond, and facilities for volleyball, 
deck tennis, badminton, horseshoes, 
and tetherball. There is also a play 
area for small children. This develop- 
ment frees rooms in the center building 
previously used for recreation for the 
use of club and interest groups. 

Youth work at the center, now in its 
early stages of development, is making 
progress. Each month, young people 
from the center and from the Red- 
stone, Rainy Mountain, Apache, and 
Wichita Indian Baptist churches meet 
at the center for an evening of recrea- 
tion, worship, and fellowship. 

A high point of the year’s program 
was the annual month-long Spring 
Sports Festival held in April. Games 
included softball, volleyball, tetherball, 
and horseshoes. There were tourna- 
ments in marbles, hopskotch, jump- 
rope, volleyball, basketball, softball, 
checkers, ping-pong, and chess, and 
the winners were honored in a special 
parade and ceremony on April 30. 


Summer Program 


On the summer program was a vaca- 
tion Bible school of fourteen weeks’ 
duration (May to September). Two 
weeks of this period were devoted to 
the “official” vacation school, with the 
regular course of study. During the 
remaining time each week was a com- 
plete unit, with a different Bible study 
theme and a different craft each week. 
The 150 children who participated 
enjoyed this varied type of continuous 
program. 

This past summer the national Bap- 
tist Youth Fellowship sponsored a 
summer service project at the center. 
Those chosen to participate were 
Verna Merida, of the New Prospect 
Baptist Church, Bloomington, Ind., a 
sophomore at Indiana University; 
Nancy Moore, of the Second Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., a junior at 
Harris Teachers College, St. Louis; 
and June Davidson, of the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
senior at Brooklyn College. 

From July 10 to August 20, the pro- 
jectors gave leadership in the morning 
children’s program, led children’s and 
youth activities at the annual meeting 
of the Western Oklahoma Indian Bap- 
tist Association, assisted in the vacation 
Bible school, and developed and re- 
paired the center property. Seminars 
helped the projectors to evaluate their 
experiences in the light of the prob- 
lems, needs, and life of the Indian 
Americans of the Anadarko area. 

The center staff consists of the Os- 
borns, Barbara Doerr, and Robert 
Watford. Although membership of the 
center is primarily Indian, all who 
come are welcome, making our center 


the embodiment of the Christian ideal. 





42 Airmen Baptized 
At Geneva, New York 


Airmen of Sampson Air Force Base 
Receive the Gospel; Join Church 
And Contribute to Missions 


By LUCAS W. BUTTRY 


An unusual baptismal service was 
conducted in the First Baptist Church, 
Geneva, N.Y., during the summer. The 
officiating minister: National Baptist 
Chaplain Walter N. McDuffy, Jr.; the 
candidates: forty-two airmen of the 
Sampson Air Force Base near Geneva. 
Each candidate was accepted for bap- 
tism following a personal interview. 


Join First Church 


Upon their baptism, all the airmen 
became members of the First Baptist 
Church, Geneva. By joining a church 
where they are stationed, the new 
Christians maintain an active church 
relationship and receive instruction in 
church membership and Christian re- 
sponsibility. All airmen who attend 
services are invited to a monthly hos- 
pitality-hour dinner. Such a relation- 
ship enables the church to maintain 
close contact with each airman during 
his period of military service and to 
help him return to his home town 
prepared to take his place in church 
and community life. 

Record for the first thirty-one weeks 
of 1955 indicate 566 decisions by air- 
men of Sampson Air Force Base. This 
number includes first decisions, re- 
quests for baptism, and commitments 
to full-time Christian service. With the 
baptism of the forty-two airmen, the 
number of baptisms for the first seven 
months of 1955 totaled 443. 


Contribute to Missions 


How are these results accomplished? 
Each Tuesday evening at the base the 
Baptist chaplains (American, South- 
ern, and National) teach classes in 
“what Baptists believe and why.” 
From these classes come many appli- 
cations for baptism. Each Sunday 
night the chaplains emphasize the 
Christian world mission, with the re- 
sult that during an eighteen-month 
period the Baptist airmen of the base 
contributed $1,133 to American Bap- 
tist missions alone, in addition to con- 
tributions for operation of the Baptist 
program on the base. Average attend- 
ance at the Sunday services is 231. 

The base chaplains are unanimous 
in one conviction: that there is a great 
need for pastors to confront youth fac- 
ing military service with the challenge 
of the church and to urge baptism be- 
fore entering military service. 





GATEWAY TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
THE BAPTIST INSTITUTE 
Is Dedicated to the Training of 
Missionaries—Christian education and social workers 
Ministers wives and hosts of Christian home-makers who are active lay workers 
YOUNG WOMEN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES DESIRING TO ENTER CHRISTIAN SERVICE CONSIDERED 


For information, write 


THE BAPTIST INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
. O. Box 37 “Portledge” Bryn Mawr, DR. HENDERSON, President 

















Founded in 1831 


A Christian College of 
Liberal and Useful 
Arts and Sciences 


Fully Accredited 
Co-educational 


Air Force ROTC Training 
Address Applications to 


Director of Admissions 
Denison University 
Granville, Ohio 
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follow through into the new life of Christian service. 


juniors in their first, and most significant, step. 
Sturdy Plastic Binding 
Individual Pupil’s Book Illustrated in Two Colors 


@ FOR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
Pastor’s Manual, by Idris W. Jones 75¢ 


eI WILL FOLLOW JESUS 
Pupil’s Book, by Elizabeth N. Jones 50¢ 





Philadelphia 3, Pa 





CHURCH MEMBERSHIP TRAINING for juniors, 
Attractive materials, easy to understand, rich in 
content. They must clearly explain Jesus, God, bap- 
tism, the Lord’s Supper, church membership itself! 


Together, these manuals will satisfy the needs of every 
pastor, resolve the doubts and queries of every child. The 
result of long experience—of advice from many committees 
on church membership training—they show what teaching 
methods, what words, to use in explaining spiritual experi- 
ences to the child. They help him prepare for baptism, and 


Eight complete class sessions offer practical help, guiding 





Sumprabum Field Is 


Twenty-one Years Old 


Fine Group of Workers Are 
Making Progress; Leaders Being 
Trained for Service 


By LUCY P. BONNEY 


This year is the twenty-first anniver- 
sary of the opening of work in the 
Sumprabum field, and it seems to be 
showing appropriate signs of growth 
and maturity. 

The field, which until four or five 
years ago was considered a missionary 
project of the Kachin Baptist Conven- 
tion, is now a full-fledged association. 
It has a fine group of workers, most of 
whom have been trained in the Kutkai 
Bible School. We have nine ordained 
pastors, six unordained evangelists, 
five graduate Bible women, with three 
more in training, and two graduate 
nurses who have been doing outstand- 
ing work in our two Christian village 
hospitals. 


Trained Leaders 


Sara Tong Si, young association 
secretary, headed up the program in 
my absence (on furlough). He did a 
very fine piece of work. Our associa- 
tion executive committee is sending 
him down to the Divinity School at 
Insein next June, to take further train- 
ing, so that he may be even better 
fitted to take over the supervision of 
this field. Sarama Chit Khin, though 
teaching full time, has also been 
church treasurer and _ association 
women’s society treasurer. During my 
absence she took full responsibility for 
the medical clinic in Sumprabum town 
and the village dispensaries. 

Our Sumprabum School this year 
has an enrollment of 440 pupils, and 
we have thirty-four girls and boys in 
our Christian hostels. 

Before our annual Bible conference 
in August, we had a week of confer- 
ence, with all pastors and preachers 
and Bible women, except three or four, 
being present. This was the third year 
we had tried this, and we have found 
it to be very valuable in helping to 
solve common problems and bring fel- 
lowship and inspiration to workers 
who are widely separated. Our pastors’ 
conference voted this year to ask the 
Kutkai Training School to put in a 
special refresher course for pastors al- 
ready in service, either during the 
school vacation or during the year. 


Bible Conference 

When we learned about all the land- 
slides and washouts on our Myitkyina- 
Sumprabum Road, we thought H. G. 
Tegenfeldt and the pastors who were 
to help in our Bible conference would 
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not be able to come up. But by leaving 
the jeep at a government rest house 
about thirty miles below Sumprabum, 
walking ten miles, and then being 
picked up by a jeep sent down from 
Sumprabum, they made it and were a 
very great help and inspiration to us 
ali. 

Our Bible conference was very well 
attended this year; the average attend- 
ance of the class sessions was 430. This 
year we also had the added blessing of 
electric lights from the little generator 
which was supplied for our station. 
The evening sessions were packed with 
both Christians and non-Christians. 

Due to shortage of rice, our school 
had to close for the month of Septem- 
ber. I took the opportunity of going 
down to Myitkyina to restock medi- 
cines for Sumprabum clinic and to get 
other necessary supplies for our work. 
Sara Tong Si and some of the school 
boys are putting a new cement floor on 
one side of the church and also in the 
paddy house and school dining room. 
So a few bags of cement were a sub- 
stantial part of our load going back. 


—— 
Chosen But Not Divine 


DAUGHTER OF NAZARETH 


by Florence Marvyne Bauer 














By sharing the bitter and the 
lovely experiences of the 
mother-to-be of Jesus from 
the time she was promised to 
Joseph until the momentous 
climax months later, you will 
realize the problems faced by 
the mother of the Saviour of 
the world. 


Don’t fail to get your copy of 
this emotion-filled novel at 
your favorite bookstore, for 
the very low price of only 

$1.50 


BROADMAN PRESS 
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THIS LITTLE BOOK 


has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 


= Learn more about a remarkable 
Retirement Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet M-303, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 



































COLGATE ROCHESTER DIVINITY SCHOOL 





In many and various ways 
God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; 
but in these last days He has spoken to us by his Son... 


eee 
Wishing yuu every joy in the 
relebration of Gis birth. 


COLGATE ROCHESTER DIVINITY SCHOOL 
1100 S. Goodman Street Rochester 20, New York 




































PEWS, PULPIT 
AND CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


"Dil ; v 


COMMUNION TABLES 
PULPITS ¢ CHAIRS 
ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, 
and Early American designs to 
harmonize with every edifice. 
Send for illustrated Catalog 
Furniture for America’s Churches 
Since 1897 


J. P. REDINGTON & ¢€O. 


DEPT. 19 © SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 








TELL THE STORY BETTER—MORE DRAMATICALLY WITH 


STOR Y-O0-GRAPHS 


THE SUPERIOR FLANNELGRAPH 
Also, Telescoping flannel board and aluminum tripod. 


Stories to Cover | STORY-O-GRAPHS, Dept. 39 
the Entire Bible P.O. Box 145, Pasadena 16. Calif. 
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"@arillonic Bells 


make any town a better 
place to live 


There’s cheer for the cheerless— 
song for the shut-in—faith for the 
faint-hearted in their heavenly 
music. Heads and hearts are lifted 
by their emotional appeal. 


The community gains cultural at- 
mosphere, friendliness, a _ voice. 
Your church—your institution can 
be that voice, quickly and at modest 
cost with “Carillonic Bells.” Let us 
tell you how—vwrite: 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 


17H28A Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


*"'Carillonic Bells" is a trademark for bell instruments 
of Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 








CENTRAL 


BAPTIST 
bial te) Selejiie \s 


“@ SEMINARY 
Ws. 
IN 
THE HEART 
OF AMERICA WITH 
THE WORLD AT HEART 
Offering one of the nation’s 
strongest theological faculties and 


Unserpassed practical work 
opportunities—both ehurch and secular 


Conservative—Progressive 
Scholarly—Spiritual 
Missionary 


Seminary Melghts 
Kansas City 2, 
Kansas 








7Tlorvioe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 










If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., if your town 
mu will be interested in this modern Foldi 

nquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 


tel. L eo] aaaem 271 CHURCH ST. Kael stance. 7. 
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* ALCOHOL EDUCATION 
for CHURCH and SCHOOL 
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lets 
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irate tore 


NATIONAL WCTU 
> Dept. mc Evanston, 
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Appointed 

By the American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Societies, in cooperation with state 
conventions and city mission societies, 
the following missionary pastors: 
Howard Amstutz, Cut Bank, Mont.; 
Wilbur Armagost, Wolfpoint and 
Vida, Mont.; C. H. Braun, St. George, 
Utah; Clifford Christensen, Stevens- 
ville, Mont.; William Cuthbert, New 
Town, N.Dak.; Warren L. Green, 
Oceanlake, Oreg.; Frank Hutchinson, 
Overton, Nev.; Harry Steger, Port- 
land, Oreg.; James L. Young, Seaford, 
N.Y.; Wilmer M. Potter, Coraopolis, 
Pa.; Peter Bissett, Hayward, Calif.; 
Douglas L. Siden, San Mateo, Calif. ; 
Dallas Mathis, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Harold V. McGee, Joshua Tree, 
Calif.; Donald E. Brown, Denver, 
Colo.; Gordon McMillan, Sioux Falls, 
S.Dak.; Gerald S. Moyer, Corte 
Madera, Calif.; William D. Ferguson, 
San Francisco, Calif.; James Middle- 
ton, Princeton, N.J.; Grover C. Wal- 
ters, field representative, department 
of edifice funds and building counsel; 
H. Clyde Mathews, Jr., pastor-direc- 
tor, Colony Baptist Church and Chris- 
tian Center, Reno, Nev. 


Died 

George Kirkwood, church-extension 
pastor at Coraopolis, Pa., on June 30. 

William Stanton, missionary to 
South India for forty-two years and 
author of two outstanding books on 
India, Out of the East and The Awak- 
ening of India; in Montclair, N.]J., 
October 1. 


Resigned 
The following missionary pastors: 
Arthur B. Hubbard, Bremerton, 


Wash.; Henry W. Botts, Jr., Sioux 
Falls, S.Dak.; Curtis Strong, Portland, 
Oreg.; Willis J. Loar, Medford, Oreg. ; 
John Mack Trezise, Phoenix, Ariz.; 
Willis A. Shotwell, Argo, Ill.; Howard 
D. Berglund, Dixon, S.Dak.; Ralph 
Brown, St. George, Utah; Roscoe 
Burke, Irrigon, Oreg.; James O. Mul- 
lins, Lincoln, Nebr.; Bernard Tuttle, 
Lead, S.Dak.; Geraldine L. Yotty, 
Pierre, S.Dak.; Mr. and Mrs. George 
Taylor, Kodiak Baptist Mission, Ko- 
diak, Alaska; Robert W. Spike, Judson 
Memorial Baptist Church, New York, 
N.Y. 

Bernice Porter Doster, Baptist Edu- 
cational Center, Brooklyn, N. Y., ef- 
fective August 31; Jean M. Edscorn, 
Mariners’ Temple, New York, N. Y., 
effective July 20; James M. Jesakow, 





Bethel Christian Center, Philadelphia, 
Pa., effective August 31. 


Transferred 


L. H. R. Hass, from Seaford, N.Y., 
to a new church-extension field in Suf- 
folk County, N.Y.; W. Ray Gorsage, 
from Corte Madera, Calif., to South 
Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, 
Ariz.; Rev. and Mrs. Robert W. Dixon 
from Managua, Nicaragua, to the 
Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. 


Furloughed 


Estoy Reddin, from Colegio Bau- 
tista, Santa Ana, El Salvador. 


Study Leave 


Tabea Korjus, Christian friendliness 
missionary for Metropolitan New 
York, at McCormick Seminary, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Evelyn Wing, rural mis- 
sionary, Tri-Church Larger Parish, 
Roberts, Idaho, at Berkeley Baptist 
Divinity School, Berkeley, Calif. 








“What's a Deacon 
Supposed To Do?” 


¢ This and many other 


questions regarding Bap- 
tist deacons and their 
work are answered 

in 


THE 


BAPTIST 
DEACON 


by 
Robert E. Naylor 





A complete book about deacons 
in Baptist churches discussing 
every phase of their work, their 
qualifications and selection, the 
number, the length of service, 
their beliefs and home life, and 
finally, the rewards. Dr. Naylor 
writes from his own experiences 
with deacons in the churches he 
has pastored. He sets a high 
standard for them, one which is 
both a guide and an inspiration. 
Freshly illustrated, it is an in- 
teresting as well as a practical 
book. It is helpful to deacons, 
pastors, and all Baptist laymen. 


$1.75 
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FROM CALIFORNIA 


“Thanks for a fine week. This is not an 
easy place to win community interest, but 
our men all feel that a great deal was 
accomplished, both in 
the evening Conferences 
and in the messages car- 
ried into our community 
organizations where you 
were so well received.” 
—Dr. Robert Panzer, 
First Methodist Church, 
Sacramento, Calif. 


FURTHER INFORMATION ON REQUEST 
All engagements planned well in advance 
The Charles A. Wells Conferences on 


CHRIST and WORLD NEED 


152 Madison Ave.. New York 16, N. Y. 





He draws 
as he speaks 











YOU'LL NEVER KNOW 


what children really think of your 
kindergarten until you’ve read 


Kathy Ann 


fe KINDERGARTNER 





by 
! FRANCES DUNLAP 
Ia HERON 








This delightful, completely uninhibited 
book presents Sunday school as it ap- 
pears to a five-year-old. Demonstrates 
sound educational principles and practices 
in actual human situations. By the author 
of the popular Betty Ann, Beginner. $2 


{At All Bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 














Church Furnishings 
+ ~ 


% Altars %& Pews % Organs 
%* Bells % Lighting Fixtures 

%* Sterling and Brass’ Ware 

% STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
%& BOOKS OF REMEMBRANCE 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


ECCLESIOLOGISTS 
16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 8, MASS 
Tel. CApito!l 7-2150 












Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. Fair 
Prices. Mention whether for Pulpit 
or Choir. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1162 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 
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BAPTIST LIBRARY OF VISUAL AIDS 
152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
19 South LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 
2107 Woolsey St., Berkeley 5, Calif. 





“Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come!” Happy Christmas bells pro- 
claim the good news throughout the 
earth. 

For many of us, Christmas will be 
a bright, joyous time, a time of plenty 
—a time to laugh, sing, share, and 
give. But for those living in unbelieva- 
ble misery in the refugee camps and 
slum areas of the world, Christmas 
will be the same as any other day, full 
of hunger, sorrow, and despair. Some 
of these people have not heard of the 
living Christ, and so have a spiritual 
void in their lives as well. 

When planning your Christmas pro- 
grams, remember the potential these 
people represent, and remember, too, 
the opportunity that is ours to give 
them sustenance for the present, and 
hope for a brighter tomorrow. Christ- 
mas will then be a joyous time for all 
mankind, because there were those 
who cared. 

The following materials will help 
you to “visualize” the story of refugee 
settlement and world relief: 

Travelin? Man—Sammy, a bright 
little pixie, travels by plane, ship, train, 
jeep—even donkey—to bring help to 
his fellows in need. In Berlin, Sammy 
helps a blind refugee boy find shelter. 
He goes to India, Hong Kong, Korea, 
the Holy Land, and wherever he goes, 
he brings hope and help in the name 
of Christ. A color and sound cartoon 
filmstrip the whole family will enjoy. 
33 1/3 rpm recording. Service charge, 
$1.50. 

Close-U p—A visit to stricken areas 
in Europe and Asia shows the desper- 
ate living conditions of the people, 
and the help being extended to them 
by the churches’ program of relief, 
reconstruction, and rehabilitation. A 
sound filmstrip. 33 1/3 rpm recording. 
Service charge, $1.50. 

A Matter of Fact—A filmstrip pro- 
duced primarily to show why there are 
surplus foods, how they are used in 
programs of relief and reconstruction 
overseas, and how they are distributed. 
The delightful cartoon characters in 
the “Fact Family” present the informa- 
tion in a colorful and effective manner. 
Sound and color filmstrip. Service 
charge, $1.50. 

The Signature—A kinescope which 
tells the story of a refugee couple 
overseas, and an American family in 
the process of giving them a job-home 
assurance, backed by their church fel- 
lowship. A 16mm sound film. Time, 28 
min. Service charge, $3.00. 


HIGH IS THE WALL 


By Ruth Muirhead Berry 


An excellent novel based on one of 
the more recurring social prob- 
lems—an interfaith marriage 
between a Protestant girl strug- 
gling to fulfill her antenuptial 
promises and a Catholic boy who 
also finds more problems than he 
anticipated. An exceptionally fair 
and unbiased treatment of this 
difficult situation. $3.50 


Be sure to read JULIUS BERSTL'S 


THE CROSS ano THE EAGLE 


at all bookstores 
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Have You Tried HIGLEY’S 


Sunday School Lesson COMMENTARY? 


#3 @ Nothing like it! 24th 
my year of making BETTER 
mee’ | LEACHERS. International 
UUuEnELe §=Uniform Lesson Series. 
4 Saves time, ‘peps’ interest 
with four unique teaching 
plans. Supply all your teach- 
ers and see the effect — zeal, 
Bible knowledge, increase in 
souls. 25 oem features, 
320 pages, washable 
cloth binding, only $2.00 
Order today from your bookstore, or 


THE HIGLEY PRESS ouren, eno. 
PULPIT 


GOWN CHOIR 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


QUALITY FABRICS 
LASTING BEAUTY 


Write for Catalogue C-5 


BENTLEY & SIMON = | 
7 WEST 36 ST + NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 





















NEW EARNINGS OPPORTUNITY 
For Ministers, Teachers, Laymen 
INCREASE YOUR INCOME — render Christian 
service either in your own community or enjoy 
travel. Monthly Bonus. Frequent Promotions. Re- 
warding lifetime career, bigger income, future 
security. ‘ . 
Learn how you can qualify under Social Security 
for maximum retirement benefits. Write today for 

particulars. 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
1018 S. Wabash Dept. C-59 Chicago 5, Ill. 


NOW...3 SIZES 


eee Unbreakable . 








. noise-free . . . 
lightweight . . . boilproof com- 
munion glasses . . . $1.25 Doz. 


9 | 
t e arlyte . f FREE sample of each size 
Siudlbury BRASS GOODS CO. 


Dept. $, 55 Sudbury St., Boston, Mass. 








Order from Si} 
your dealer 





IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
138 STYLES * STEEL - WOOD 
FOLDING * NON-FOLDING 
FACTORIES: N.Y., ST.LOUIS, DENVER 
Write for FREE Catalog + Indicate Needs 





1140 BROADWAY Dept. 8-6,N.Y. 1, N.Y. (27th St.) 
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New 
light on the 
Great Reformer 


uth er 


] . LETTERS OF 
SPIRITUAL COUNSEL 
Ed. by Theodore G. Tappert 


These letters, which span the 
whole of Luther’s life, take 
him out of his academic chair 
and reveal intimate aspects of 
his reactions to the events, 
people, and problems of his 
time. 
LipRARY OF CHRISTIAN 
Tepe 
$5.00 ata stores. 
WESTMINSTER Press As 
~*~ 











Now ready! 


| TARBELL’S 


TEACHERS’ 
GUIDE 


1956 


Frank $. Mead, Editor 





For more than 50 years, this popular 
teaching aid has been used by thou- 
sands of teachers each yeer in the 
preparation and presentation of their 
lesson material. Filled with teacher- 
tested features, up-to-date in every 
way, Tarbell’s offers you everything 
you need to prepare and present the 
International Sunday School Lessons: 
the lesson Scripture, Scripture outline, 
exposition, explanations, background, 
recommended visual aids, a wealth 
of illustrations. 





$2.50 at your bookstore 


a Revell publication 
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RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
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\ <= 2 
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Sets . Alter Bross Goods 


CATALOG Ow efQquest 
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Cluk Talh... 


By FRANK A. SHARP 
Business Manager 





Some Christmas gifts are quickly 
forgotten or are cast away a few days 
after they are received. However, a gift 
subscription for Missions magazine 
will last throughout the entire year, 
and will be a monthly reminder of the 
donor’s thoughtfulness and affection. 
Each year many subscriptions for Mrs- 
SIONS magazine are sent as gifts. 

Each club manager is asked to pro- 
mote the sale of gift subscriptions 
among the members of the congrega- 
tion. Special rates are in effect for these 
gift subscriptions as follows: 4 gifts 
for $5.00; 3 for $4.00; 2 for $2.75; and 
1 for $1.50. With each subscription 
Missions will send the recipient an 
attractive four-color greeting card in- 
scribed with the name of the donor. 
We will also send a two-color 1956 
calendar to each donor. 

The suggestion is made by the de- 
partment of Christian ministry to 
service personnel of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society and the 
national service personnel counseling 
committee, that members of Baptist 
churches, or perhaps the churches 
themselves, send gift subscriptions to 
the young men and women who are 
in the armed services at home and 
overseas. The magazine would give 
these young people a real understand- 
ing of what our denomination is doing, 
and in the case of those who are over- 
seas and stationed where our mission- 
aries are working, it would give them 
first-hand information concerning the 
very areas where they are serving. 

Here is still another Christmas-gift 
suggestion. There are over six hundred 
retired Baptist ministers, many of 
whom would appreciate receiving a 
gift subscription for Missions. Per- 
haps some of our readers would like 
to send a gift subscription to one or 
more of these retired ministers. If so, 
please send your remittance to our 
office and we shall be happy to send 
word to the recipient of the gift. 





Answers to Quiz on Page 4 


(1) British crown colony. (2) 500,- 
000. (3) American Baptists. (4) Six. 
(5) Sixty-seven. (6) Saving light, sav- 
ing love, saving power. (7) Caesar 
Augustus. (8) 1,000. (9) A.B.H.MLS., 
Bacone and Mather. (10) Sumpra- 
bum. (11) $720,000. (12) Declaration 
of Freedom, by Elton Trueblood. (13) 
100,000. (14) Joseph H. Jackson. 
(15) Leonard W. Mayo. Three. 16. 
Dr. Reuben E. Nelson’s. 


let's Read 


» THE BIBLE 











KNOWING THE OLD TESTAMENT. By 
James P. Berkeley. An uncommonly help- 
ful guide on the contents and teachings of the 
Old Testament. Special emphasis is placed on 
Hebrew history and the prophets. This easily 
read volume is practical for students or 
teachers. _____. Paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50 


KNOWING THE NEW TESTAMENT. By 
Ralph E. Knudsen. This companion volume 
to Knowing the Old Testament encourages 
reference to the Bible itself. Its constructive 
views are easly understood. The volume is 
valuable both educationally and inspiration- 
ally. _...._._... Paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME. By Miles 
W. Smith. Here is one of the greatest adven- 
ture stories of all time. It traces the acts of 
the Apostles from Pentecost to the arrival of 
Paul in Rome. This comprehensive study 
offers a wealth of invaluable material in nar- 


rative form. ____. Paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50 


WHERE JESUS WALKED. By Sandford 
Fleming. Readers of this volume travel old 
roads in a devotional tour of the Holy Land 

. Visit all the historic places connected 
with the earthly life of Jesus. Detailed infor- 
mation, photographs and end paper maps are 
helpful aids in interpreting the basic, inner 
truth of his ministry, —.__ Cloth, $2.50 


LIVING PORTRAITS OF JESUS. By Sand- 
ford Fleming. A series of studies of the New 
Testament portraiture of Jesus by men who 
entered into a transforming experience. The 
devotional element dominates to deepen the 
reader’s commitment to Christ. Cloth, $2.00 


THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN 
ENGLISH. By Helen Barrett Montgomery. 
Modern, everyday language brings new, 
richer meaning to this stimulating translation. 
It is alive with fresh spiritual insight and 
literary clarity. Levant morocco, overlapping 
covers, red under gold edges, fine white Bible 
paper, boxed $7.50; DeLuxe leather, boxed, 
$4.50; Pocket edition, black keratol, $2.00 


TWELVE LAWS OF LIFE. By John Calvin 
Slemp. The Laws of Moses in their historical 
setting are interpreted in the light of Jesus’ 
teachings. The laws, supplemented by two 
laws from the teachings of Jesus, are shown 
to have an immediate application to the 
problems of modern society. . Cloth, $1.50 
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A Christmas Gift 
Suggestion 


SEND MISSIONS TO FOUR 


FRIENDS FOR ONLY $5 


| agen year hundreds of our readers send gift 
subscriptions to MISSIONS to their friends 
and family. Look at the Christmas Gift Subscrip- 
tion rates quoted below and you will see that you 
can send your year-round good wishes to four 
friends for only $5. 


With each subscription, we mail to the recipient a 
beautiful greeting card, inscribed with your name 
as the donor. At the left you will see a repro- 
duction of the front page of this French fold card 
which depicts The Nativity in full four-color 
lithography. 


And for each donor, this year, we have reserved a 
1956 MISSIONS Calendar, as shown below the 
greeting card. This will be sent you as soon as we 
receive the form herewith listing the names and 
addresses of those you wish us to send the Gift 
Subscriptions. Please hurry so that we can enter 
them by Christmas. 


Christmas Gift 
Subscription Rates 


4 for $5.00 
3 for $4.00 
2 for $2.75 
1 for $1.50 


Enclosed find $.......... for which please send MISSIONS for 
yo one year to those listed below: 
read iis ite 
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1955 INDEX—Volume 153 


Articles 


Ammertene Baptist Ministry to Students, by Ronald 
Wells 4:17; ‘by M. C. Ballenger 4:19; by Lynn 

Fh 4:21 

=m S the New Program Packet, by Clara 
Cober 2 

Arizona dgurney by John C. Slemp 6:15 

Atlantic Ci 1955 5, by John C. Slemp and Glenn 
H. Asquit 6:2 

—_—e - a Love Gift, by Ralph M. John- 


son 
-— wa in Global Perspective, by F. Townley Lord 


mir Becomes Home, by Mildred Cummings 
Il: 


Cameos of Our ison Fields, by Leonard Gittings 
4. | aes 4:16; 6. Japan 5:28; 
7. Belgian bees 31 


Central Committee = Davos, by Anna Canada 
Swain 10:16 

Changing Years, The, by Estelle Marlin 3:31 

or? Family Life Program, Frances Gibbs 


Christmas at Mather, by Ruth C. Hunter 12:29 

Christmas in a Burmese Home, play by Russell E. 
Brown 12:28 

City Paths, by Mrs. H. H. Nickerson 1:53 


Diary of a City Minister, by Robert W. Spike 3:20 


Elected—to Serve, by Blanche M. Hodge 4:36 

Emphasis on Europe, by Marlin D. Farnum 9:16 

Eternal Life: Longing and Fulfillment, by George 
A. Buttrick 4:25 

Every Mother Knows, by Violet Taylor 10:29 


- w in the Middle East, by Cecil G. Ocborne 
Forward in Congo, by Marlin D. Farnum 5:20 


Coben, ¢ Cc.  Segpeme Christian Layman, by R. Dean 
General I Council, The, by R. Dean Goodwin 12:24 
Girl in the Pink Dress, The, by Martha L. Zecher 


5:27 

Glimpses of Bethel Work, by Andrew Halko 1:45 

Golden Jubilee, The, by "Arnold T. Ohrn 2:25 

Gospel Chan ed Their Lives, The, + Esteban 
Rodriguez 3:44 

Green Candle of Hope, The, play by Janice L. 
Bailey 11:36 


Hg29 Coutry of Opportunity, by Leonard Gittings 


Hanging of the Greens, by Helen C. Schmitz 12:30 

Headquarters, New York or Midwest? Midwest, by 
xy A. Dawson; New York, by Finley Keech 

Hinder Them Not, Rhelda M. Umpstead 4:30 

Hong Kong in Workd: Mission Strategy, by Loren 
E. Noren 12:17 

How Are European Baptists Faring? by Paul H. 
Conrad 11:18 


In My Father’s a" by Ruth Makeham 1:44 

Installation Service, by Janet Herring DeWitt 3:38 

Introducing the Theme for 1955-1956, by Cora 
Sampson 6:37 

It Seems Like Yesterday, by Mabel K. Albaugh 


Vida Post 1:42 


It’s New Year’s Day in Ja by 
T unts! by W. Haydn 


It’s Your Church That 
Ambrose 4:23 


Journey to Green Lake, play by Louise Reagan 


‘Let Us Rabies and Be Glad in It.’ by Ada P. 
Stearns 1 

London, 1955, by John C. Slemp and Glenn H. 
Asquith 9:1 8 


Many-Story Book, The, a Anne J. Hansen 11:28 

Mather School Marks Years of Service, by 
Eleanor I. Anderson 6:3' 

Mission Fields, oN of mm by Leonard “yr 

Assam China 4:16; 6. Japan 5:28; 

7. Belgian Gane 5: 17 

Missionary and Stewardship Education, by Dorothy 
L. Ellis 11:35 

Missions 1" #£ 31 Pairs of Eyes, by Ralph M. 
Johnson 10:2 

More Than a Merry Christmas, by Ralph W. Sock- 
man 12: 


New Home Among Old Friends, A, by Louise M. 


Giffi 
mye Are in Order, by Mrs. W. Herbert 


Grant 1: 


Oil of Gladness, The, 


by Harriet Ann Smith 
Hostettler 12:36 


On eas for the Home Team, by Lloyd G. 
ames 
On Seeing Missions for the First Time, by Ozie D 


Pruett 11:21 
One Woman’s Influence, by Frieda Roach 9:35 
Our om of Assistance in Europe, by Edwin 
A 10:17 


December, 1955 


Our Race Problems as Seen from Overseas, by 
Roland E. Wolseley 2:35 


Philippine Nurses Train in the U.S.A., by For- 
tunata G. Boyles, F een Tolerba, and Cata- 
lina T. Garlitos 9:28 

Prayet Time Comes to Congo, by Margaret S. 
Jump 2:42 

Prescription for a Mission Hospital, by Dana M. 
Albaugh 1:20 

Problems of Men’s Fellowship—Monthly Program, 
by Gilbert B. Brink 10:37 

Publicity Pointers, by Waka Dannenhauer 5:38 


Réaching the Multitudes, by Helen C. Schmitz 1:18 

Reflections on My Work with Indians, by Veldon 
Patten 9:29 

Remember Your Dreams! by V. Carney Hargroves 


Return to Kowloon, by Edna DeWitt Smith 4:29 
Seaside and Mountain Top, by Mildred B. Adair 


6:36 
Service Is Its Business, by R. Dean Goodwin 1:31 
Shall We Train Women? by Mary Parker 3:37 
Sharing Visions in a City by the Sea, by Charlotte 
Truesdell 6:29 
Something New Being Added, by Gilbert B. Brink 
Song of the Shining Mountains, by Edmund C. 
Shaw 5:17 
Speakers and Interpreters Tell the 
Martha M. Jones 12:35 
Special Days in My Diary, by Esther Fairbank 


5:3 
Sena” Step at B.M.T.S., by Helen Tate D’Aboy 


} 
= 


Story, by 


Ten Years Have Proved It! by Clayton A. Pepper 
Ten Years Since Hitler, by William B. Lipphard 


Thailand <; Staff Doubled, by Elmer A. 
Fridell 3:1 

Thenkssivine. for Spiritually Ripened Fruit, by 
Loretta L. Thompson 10:36 

Theological Conference: An Evaluation, by Lynn 
Leavenworth 3:25 

Three Marys at the Cross, The, by Vivian H. 
Randle 2:53 

Transition to the Calendar Year, by Ralph M. 
Johnson 5:30 


Unie Nations Spells Peace, The, by Mabel Martin 


We Give Thanks, by Joseph R. Sizoo 11:24 

We Must Not Let Them Down! by Joseph H. 
Heartberg 12:20 

We Recommend It, by Howard R. prowest 11:27 

What Can Atlantic City Do for You? by R. Dean 
Goodwin 5:23 

ba = oy the P.F.A.C. Do? by Edwin E. Steward 
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Where Memories Come to Life, by Grant F. An- 

- derson 5:25 

Whither—White Cross? by Irene A. Jones and 
Margaret Wenger 10:35 

Wings on Our Dollars, by Mildred B. Palmer 3:30 


Editorials 


A.B.C. Will Need $720,000 More 12:13 

A Basic Fallacy About Christianity 6:14 

A Church Grows in Nation’s Capital 12:13 
‘A New Friendliness in the World’ 10:13 
All Roads Lead to Atlantic City 5:13 

An Unusual Assortment of News 6:14 
Axling, William, Honored in Japan 3:13 


ma ed and B.M.T.S. Celebrate Anniversaries 


Bill of Rights Making News 11:14 
Booming Statistics, Hollow Revivalism 11:14 


Civil Rights—‘ Perennial Issue’ 3:14 
Cues in June—A Year of Baptist Achievement 


Coming to Grips with Revolution 11:15 
Communists in India Suffer Major Setback 5:14 
Concerning Mission Situation in India 3:14 

Could This Be ‘Creeping Fascism’? 1:15 

—- on Europe in World Fellowship Offering 
Excellent Book on Foreign Theme 1:14 


Foreign Aid As Means of Peace 6:13 
Foreign Societies Agree on Merger 1:15 


oo Closing Between Ideals and Practices 


Ifow Are the Churches Doing? 1:16 


Important Business at Atlantic City 5:13 
idiom Leader’s View of the United ran 11:14 
It Takes Money to Run a School 3:1 


Modern Warfare’s Ruthless Range 11:13 
More About Atlantic City 9:13 





Moving Day in Johannesburg 4:14 


On Beginning at the Wrong End 4:14 
‘One Nation Under God’ 2:14 
Only Challenge to Communism 2:15 


Pattern of Things to Come 3:15 

Power and Unity of Our Faith, The, 2:16 

oy ene Prayer on Baptist World Alliance Sun- 
ay 2: 

Proposed ‘American Baptist Foundation’ 5:14 


Reaching Multitudes with the Gospel 2:13 
Religious Rights Under Investigation 10:13 
Reorganization, Headquarters 

Recognizing Limits of Material Power 3:14 
Response to the Nation’s Needs 12:15 
Return to Reactionism 5:15 

Revolution and Justice 9:15 

Rising to the Challenge of Our Day 4:15 
Role of Asia’s Hungry Peoples 11:15 


Shared Adventure for Year-End Success 4:13 
Short Year, Extra Effort 9:13 


Ten Determined Years 10:14 

Time to Get On with Desegregation 9:14 

Toward a New Approach to World Missions 12:14 
Trouble Brewing in Middle East 12:14 


Visas to India Harder to Get 9:14 


West Germany Becomes Sovereign State 6:13 
What Is India’s Foreign Policy? 1: 

When an American Bowed in Shame 12:14 
Widening Perimeter of Fiery Death 4:14 
Woods, Kirbys, We Salute You! 4:13 


Subjects 


Addresses, American Baptist Convention 6:24 

Aikawa, Reiko, international friendship 5:27 

America for Christ Offering 2:13, 18 

American Baptist Assembly, memories come to life 

American Baptist Convention message from the 
president 1:18; Council on Missionary Coopera- 
tion 1:31; C.M.C., mid-year re — 2:55; re- 
organization, headquarters 3:13; Goce 
conference 3:25; Unified Budget 2: “35.5 30, 
4:13: needs $720,000 12:13; General Cow iei airs 
probiems 3:40; roads to Atlantic City 5:13; busi- 
ness at Atlantic City, mergers, Are er S$: “A 
headquarters: New York or Midwest? 
can Atlantic City do for you? 5:23; “highligh, 
program 5:24; transition to calendar year 5: 
Atlantic City Convention, 1955 6:20; reorganiza- 
tion 6:20; headquarters 6:21, 9:14; integration of 
mission societies 6: 22; financial reports 6:22: dedi- 
cation of missionaries 6:23; ear of Baptist 
Achievement 6:23; resolutions 6:24; ee 
addresses 6:24; panel discussions 6:25; worship 
6:26; of many ‘things 6:26; short year 9: 13; more 
about Atlantic City 9: 13; theme 9:13; progress 
through the years 9:12; officers 9:44; General 
Council, coordinator 12: 24 

American Baptist Foreign Mission Society, agree on 
merger i ions vote to integrate 1:55; integration 
2:12, 6:22; chan e. in name 3:12; mission situa- 
tion in India 3: statement on missionaries to 
India 3:39; ~ ea 9 44 

American Baptist Foundation, 5:14 

— Baptist Historical Society, The, officers 

+t 


American Baptist Home Mission Society, integration 
in sight for societies 2:12; 4:39; 6:22; officers 9:44 

American Baptist Mission in Thailand, formally 
organized 6:42 

— the Current Books 1 2: * 3:27; 4:27; 

99: 6:27: 9:26; 10: 26; 11.26. 12 

Pt... Christian Center, Okia., 
served 12:39 

Apartheid, South Africa 4:14 

Arab-Israeli tensions 1:28 

Atlantic City, what can it do for you? 5:23 

Atlantic City Convention (See American Baptist 
Convention) 

Axling, William, honored in Japan 3:13 


a! 000 persons 


Bacone College, 75th anniversary 2.28 

Baptism, should be sacred 5:12 

Baptist Missionary Training School, 75th anniversary 
1:13; step by step 6:30 

we | —_ ta ote World Out- 

2:48; 3:35; 4:34; 5:36; 6:34; 9:33; 

10: 33: ti 1: 12:33 

Baptist ‘World Alliance, New Year’s message 1:14; 
Sunday 2:14; in global perspective 2:21; preview 
3s 25; 1955 jubilee congress 9:18; impressions 


12 
rm. Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pa. 11:27 
me lad aptist Divinity School, 50th anniversary 


Bethel Christian Center, Boston, Mass. 1:44 
Bill of Rights, making news 11:14; 1 of the 


press 3: 
pad of Education and Publication, A.B.C., min- 
istry to students 4:17; officers 
Book Reviews (See Among the Cuguent Books) 
Brooks House, eg Ind., Christmas 12:30 


| tee om Week 2:14 
Burma Baptist Mission Conference, 59th annual 


meeting 5:41 


Calendar year, transition to 5:30 


45 














stewardship education 
(See Missionary and Stewardship Educauon for 
Children) 

Christian centers, Bethel 1;44, 45; Brooks House 


Children, missionary and 


12:30; Anadarko 12:39 

Christian family program 4:37 

Gyaere World Outreach—The B.Y.¥. 3:35; 4:34; 
5:36; 6:34; 9:33; 10:33; 11:33; 12:33 

Civisdacien ‘basic fallacy 6:14 

Christmas, green candle of hope, a play 11:30; 
for the servicemen 12:20; more than a merry 
12:22; in a Burmese home, lay 12: ns at Matha 
12:29; Brooks House 12:30; films 11 

Church, individual church ace missions 4:23 

Church’s challenge is our day 

Churches, state of 1: 

Civil rights, wtih issue 3:14 

srw Talk 1:64; 2:63; 3:46; 

9:47; 11:47; 12:44 

Congo ‘Mission, annual conference 11:38 

Crime and juvenile delinquency 4:14 

Communists, setback in India 5:14 

Communism, only challenge to 2:15, 16; 
church’s challenge 4:15; hysterical fear 6:12 

Council on Christian Social Progress officers, 9:44 

Council on Missionary Cooperation, A.B. C.. service 
is its business 1:31; mid-year reports 2:55; pro- 

ed American Baptist Foundation 5:14; officers 


4:48; 5:48; 6:48; 


and 


44 
Crow Indians, Song of the Shining Mountains 5:17 
Desegregation, time to get on with 9:14 


East Harlem Protestant Parish, play 12:36 

Easter, three Marys at the cross 2:53; films 3:45; 
eternal life 4:25 

Encounter with Revolution, book review 11:15 

Evangelism, year of Baptist "achievement 1:13 

Every-member canvass materials 1: 


Fascism, could this be — 
Fellowshi Guild 1:48; me 36 36: 4 35; 5:37; 6:35; 
10:34 : 11:34; iz. or 
File 1-63; 2:62; cont 4:47; 5:47; 6:47; 9:46; 
10:47; 11:46; 12:43 
First Baptist Church, Geneva, N. Y., 42 airmen 
baptized 12:39 


«eee Church, Meadville, Pa., P.F.A.C. 


First Baptist Church, Oak Park, Ill. P.F. / 4 * 2:40 

First Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., laying of 
cornerstone 12:13, 38 

First Mexican Baptist Church, Wichita, Kans. 6:44 

Foreign aid, means of peace 6:13 

Foreign-mission theme, excellent book on 1:15; 
9:15; ‘Let Us Rejoice’ 10:28 

Foreign missions, change in name 3:12; 3: 12 

Foreign missions (See country under ‘ ‘Places” 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society) 

Freedom of speech, at West Point and Naval Acad- 
emy 1:15 

Freedom, religious 2 


and 


2:16; 3:12; rights under investi- 


gation 10:1 
General Council, A.B.C., airs problems 3:40; coor- 
dinator 12:24 
Headquarters, A.B.C., action 6:21; 9:14 
Highlights, A.B.C., Atlantic City pro — 5:24 
Home missions, Arizona journey 6:15; theme 9:15. 


(See also country under “Places” and American 


Baptist Home Mission Society) 


India Since Independence, book on foreign-mission 
theme 1:14; Song of the Shining Mountains, film 
on Crow Indians 5:17; home-mission theme 9:15; 
Arizona journey 6:15: Poston, Ariz. 6:45; Auberry 
Indian Mission 9:29; barrack becomes home, 
Poston 11:29 

Integration, in sight for Home Mission Societies 
4:39; home and foreign 6:22 

International Christian University 3:14; 6:43 

International —— Reiko Aikawa 5:27 

Israeli-Arab tensions 1: 


Judson Memorial Church, New York, N. Y. 3:20 
a Citizens Camp 4: 30 

uvenile delnquency 4:14; 6:14 

Juvenile protection program 4:30 


Kanto Gakuin University 1:56 
Kirby, Dr. and Mrs. Herbert, honored 4:13 


Leadership training 4:36 

Letters to the Editor 1:11; 
6:10; 9:11; 10:11; 11:11; 

Love Gift, autobiography of a 


s 3:11; 


1 4:11; 
11 
28 


2:1 5:11; 
12: 
4: 


Material power, recognizing limits of 3:14 
Mather School, 88 years of service 6:39; Christmas 


Men’s program (see National Council of American 
Baptist Men) 

Ministers’ salaries 9:12 

Ministry to servicemen 12:30; 42 airmen baptized 
12:39; chaplain in Alaska 3:56 

Mission fields, seeing missions a the first time 
11:21; a") at Gauhati 11:39; through 31 
pairs of eyes 10:22 

Mission strategy in -y Kon - 17 

Mission tour, Baptist fields 10: 

Missionary conferences cls 33 

Missionary Milestones 1:62; 3:44; 4:46; 5:46; 6:46; 
9:45; 11:45; 12:42 

Missionary and Stewardship Education 1:46; 2:46; 
3:33; 4:32; 5:34; 6:32; 9:31; 10:31; 11:31; 12:31 


46 





Missionary and ete Education—Childre: 
193. —— ; 4:33; 5:35; 6:33; 9:32; 10: 32; 
1 


Missionary and Stewardshi Education—B.Y.F. 
:48; 2:48. (See Christian World Outreach) 

Missionaries, appointed 1:55; to ~— 
on 3:39; welcomed to Nicara 
6:23: commissioning 6:29, 
problems and opportunities 12: 14 

se magazine, every-family plan 5:13; Sunday 
10:1 


statement 
; dedication 
pati Ba 6:34; 


Missions, world, toward a new : on 12:14 
Mott, Jobn R., ‘tribute to 4:12, 


National Counci! of American Baptist Men 6:38; 
9:37; 10:37; 11:37; 12:37 

National Council of Amisrican Bapust Women 1 
ie 3:37; 4:36; 5:38; 6:36; 9:35; 10:35; 11:33: 
12 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., third general assembly, ““The State_of 
the Churches” 1:16; ‘‘Power and Unity of Our 
Faith” 2:16; “Pattern of Things to Come” 3:15; 
church statistics 11:14; bill of rights 11:14; 
Church statistics 12:12; Response to the Nation’s 
Needs 12:15 

—— missions conference, Green Lake, Wis. 

New Year, Baptist World Alliance 1:4; message to 
the American Baptist Gapeeates 18 

News “> the World of Missions 2:54; 3:39; 
6:39; 9:38; 10:38; 11:38: wt iotaa 

Newsbriefs 1:3; 2 ; 3:6; 4:5; 5:4; 6:6; 9:6; 10:5; 

ae Baptist Convention, 18th annual meet- 
ing 93: 


discussions, American Baptist Convention 


Panel 

e 6:25 he 
artners in t e ponent World Mission 1:40; 2:40 
3:29; 4:28; 5 6:28; 9:27; 10:27; 11:27; 12: 23 

Peace, National Cound of Churches 2: 17; or hydro- 
gen bomb 4:14; foreign aid is a means of 6:13. 
(See also United Nations 

Peacetime military conscription, against 3:12 

es for Action Conferences 2: 40; 9: 27; 11:27, 


rm, journey to Green Lake 5:39; green candle 
hope, Christmas 11:36; Christmas in a Burmese 
me 12:28 
Prohibition, Indian leader’s view 5:14 
Publicity pointers 5:38 


Race relations, Marian Anderson at Metropolitan 
; one nation under God 2:14; gap slowly 

closing 2:15; our problem as seen rom overseas 
2:35; in Johannesburg, Africa 4:14; in Miami 
4: 14: segregation 9:14; Bay Cities Ba tists pro- 
mote harmony 9:38; project friendship 11:38; 
American bowed in shame 12:14; East Harlem 
Protestant parish 12:36; desegregation 9:14 

Reactionism, return to 5:15 

Refugees—relief, Baptist World Alliance 9:24; 
photo 6:7; resettlement, a play 11: 

Religion, return to reactionism 5:15 

Religious freedom, under investigation 9:13; 11:14 

Religious liberty, Baptist World Alliance 9:22 

Religious life in U.S.A. 1:12 

Reorganization, p = BR. Baptist Convention 6:20 

Resolutons, concerning, American Baptist Conven- 
tion 

Revival, return to reactionism 5:15 

Revepetien, coming to grips with 11:15; and justice 


Round-the-world mission tour 10:22 

Rural Church Center, Green Lake, Wis. 2:32 

Russians, Americans and, friends 6:12; a new 
friendliness 9:13; Baptist World Alilance 9:20 


Segregation, will present new challenge 6:39; time 
to get on with desegregation 

Separation of church and state 1:12 

Servicemen, chaplain in Alaska 2:56; ministry to 
12:20; 42 airmen ba tized 12:39 

Short year, American Baptist Convention 5:30 

Slum clearance 4:14 

Social wales, _ atonal Council of Churches con- 
ference 12:1 

Sone # the Shining Mountains, story of making film 


Speakers and interpreters, for missionaries 12:35 

Statistics church membership 11:14 

Stewardship 3:30 

Stewardship Education. (See Missionary and Stew- 
ardship Education) 

Students, ministry to 4:17 


Temperance 5:14; Christmas desecration 12:12 
Thesheotving. woman’s program 10:36; meditation 


bi meny = - | conference, American Baptist Conven- 

tion 

Tiding? from the Fields 1:44; 2:44; 3:31; 4:30; 5:32; 
9:29; 10:29; 11:29; 12:29 ° 


Town and country pasters’ center 2:57 


Unified Ww et, our share 2:55; 3:29, 30; love gift 
4:28; A.B.C., 6:22; will need $720,000 12:13 

United Nations, spells peace 9:36; ten determined 

years 10:14; founding commemorated 10:38 


Vacation church schools in Cuba 2:54 

Visas to India harder to get 9:14 

War, hydrogen bomb 4:14; and peace 1:12; 10th an- 
niversary end of ond World War :12; Aus- 
tralian hatred 9:12; Armistice Day 11:12; modern 
warfare’s ruthless range 11:13; Middle East hot- 
test sector of cold war 12:14 





White Cross—whither? 10:35 
Woman’s rr a ~~ 22: oft ae Sus 
integration officers 9:44 
on merger 1:15; vote to integrate ins: re 
Tidings rom the Fields) 
Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
(see Women over the integration 2:12; 
6:22; change in name 3:12; statement on mission- 
aries to India 3:39; board. meeting 6:29; officers 
9:44 


Woman’s Society Th, i a 3:38; 4:37; 5:39; 
6:37; 9:36; 10:36; 1 2:36 
Pia! i 2382s 3:30; 4:29; 5:31; 


Women over the 
6:29; 9:28; 10:28; Ti: 28 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. A. G., menos 4:13 
World Christianity 10:8; 11:1 :10 
World Council of Ch urches, Central Committee at 
Davos 10:16; new member 11:12 
World Fellowship Offering, emphasis on Europe 
13, 16; program in Europe 10:17 
World-mission fair, Cincinnati, Ohio 1:54 
World-mission strategy in Hong Kong 12:17 


Year of Baptist Achievement, A, 1:13; 6:23; 10:31 
be Chapel, First Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio 
3:42 


Zomi Baptist Convention, Chin Hills, Burma 9:38 


Places 


Africa, pattern of things to come 3:15; Johannes- 
burg, moving day, apartheid 4:14 

Alaska, chaplain flies to Army posts 2:56; changes 
in Kodiak 3:31; Kodiak Baptist Mission 10:29 

Arizona, home missions in 6:15 

Asia, Southern, pattern of things to come 3:15; 
hungry people’s role 11:13 

Asam, cameo 1:37; churches had excellent year 
4:45; new hos ical chapel at Gauhati 11:39 

Atlantic City, 1945 5 American Baptist Con- 
vention 6:20 


Belgian Congo, prescription for a mission hospital 
20; visits field after 25 years 1:25; World Day 
of Prayer 2:42, 43; ill woman at World Day of 
Prayer 2:56; forward in 5:20; cameo 9:17; mission 
holds annual conference 11 1:38 
Bengal-Orissa, Santal rite 1:60 
Burma, Chin Hills has audio-visual aids 1:58; mis- 
sionaries plan for future 5:41; Chin Hills, Zomi 
Baptist i” = 9:38; Sumprabum field is 21 
years old 1 


Ceylon, visit by J. Sérenson 4:38 
China, cameo 4:1 
Cuba, vacation church schools 2:54 


El Salvador, gospel changed lives 2:44 

Europe, West Germany sovereign state 6:13; World 
Fellowship Offerin 9: :13, 16; England, London, 
1955, Baptist World Alliance 9: 18; our program 
of assistance 10:17; Germany, ten years since 
— 11:16; how are European Baptists faring? 


Green Lake, Wis., memories come to life 5:25; 
journey to (play) 5: 


Haiti, country of opportunity 3:22 

Hong Kong, return to Kowloon 4:29; glimpse of 
Comamaniat China 5:40; in world-mission strategy 
12:17 


India, foreign policy 1:14; Diwali festival 1:55; 
missionary career is started 2: 58; concerning 
mission situation in 3:14; statement r 5 
missionaries 3:39; visit by }. Sérenson 4: mis- 
sion has annual conference 4: :43; Communists 
suffer setback 5:14; visas harder to get 9:14; 
many-story book 11:28; highways for abundant 


living 11:29 
Japan New Year’s Day 1:42; Christian literature 
t Raato Gakuin University 1:56; Morioka, Test- 


mans saves from suicide 1:58; William Axling 
honored 3:13; pee Christian University 
3:14; cameo 5: 28; .U. 6:43; Baptist Associa- 
tion formed 10: 41 


Latin America, pattern of things to come 3:15 


as East, ferment in the, 1:28; trouble brewing 


Nicaragua, special days 5:32; 18th convention 5:42; 
new missionaries are welcomed 5: 44; missionary 
visits remote village 11:41 


Orient, encounter with 5:40 


Philippines, nurses from, train in U.S.A. 9:28 
Poston, Ariz., Indians 6:45; Indian work 11:29 


Russia, a new friendliness 9:13 


Thailand, mission staff doubled 3:17; a new home 
ao Siamese bride 6: 40; mission formally organ- 
ize 


Contributors 


Adair, Milded B. —?|~ and 7 —y T 

Albaugh, Dana “M. Prescription for a Slistice 
Hospital 1:20; A “Statement Regarding Mission- 
aries to India 3:39 

Albaugh, Mabel K., It Seems Like Yesterday 1:25 
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Ambrose, W. Haydn, It’s Your Church That 


Counts! 4:23 
Anderson, Eleanor Mather School Marks 88 


Years of Service é:39 


oy Grant F., Where Memories Come to 
ife 5: 
Asquith, Glenn H., Atlantic City, 1955 6:20; Lon- 
don, 1955 9:18 


Bailey, Janice L., Chaplain in Alaska Flies w Agey 
Posts 2:56; The Green Candle of Ho 

Ballenger, M. C., American Baptist 
Students 4:19 

Ban, Joseph D., Youth Chapel Teaches Importance 
of Missions 3:42 


A to 


ae a A Our Program of Assistance in 

uro 

= JF ‘Bs jouw Orchids Bloom for a 
Siamese Bride 6:40 

Boehr, Marian O., Missionary Career Is Started 


in South India 2:58 , 
Bonney, Lucy P., Sumprabum Field Is Twenty-one 
Years Old 12:40 ; . , 
ty Fortunata G., My Nursing Service Motive 


Brenner, Robert D., a Missionaries Are Wel- 
comed to Nicaragua 5:44 

Brink, Gilbert B., Something New Being Added 
9:37; Problems of Men’s Fellowship—Monthly 
Program 10:37 

Brown, G. Allen, Hospital at Gauhati Dedicates 
New Chapel 11:39 

Browne, Rusell E., Christmas in a Burmese Home 


Buswell, James H., Church in Michigan Has Two 
Dedications 9:41 

Buttrick, George A., Eternal Life: 
Fulfillment 4:25 ‘ 

Buttry, Lucas W., 42 Airmen Baptized at Geneva, 
N. ¥. 12:39 


Longing and 


Cober Goss. 
Packet 2:52 

Conrad, Paul H., How Are European Baptists 
Faring? 18 

Crain, Leonard A., Audio-Visual Aids Taken to 
Chin Hills 1:58 

Cummings, Mildred, Barrack Becomes Home 11:29 

Cummings, Richard, Missions Conference Hears 
Laubach, Axling 1 


al > Helen Tate, Step by Step at B.M.T.S. 


Announcing the New Program 


Dannenhauer, Waka, Publicity Pointers 5:38 
Dawson, John A., Argument for Midwest Head- 
uarters 5:16 


DeWitt, Janet Herring, Installation Service 3:38 
Dixon, Robert W., Nicaraguan Baptists Hold 18th 
Convention 5:42 


Eastman, Addison J., Burma Missionaries Plan for 
the Future 5:41 ; 
Ellis, Dorothy L., Missionary and Stewardship 

Education 11:35 
Elmer, Franklin D., Jr., Hindus Celebrate Diwali 
Festival 1:55 


Fairbank, Esther, Special Days in My Diary 5:32 

Farnum, Marlin D., Forward in Congo, 5:20; Em- 
phasis on Europe 9:16 

Farrell, Arthur, Sector at Oak Park First 2:40 

Frerichs, Robert T., S ee Church Center Has 
Tenth Birthday 2:5 

— Elmer A., ‘Thailand Mission Staff Doubled 


Garlitos, Catalina T., Privilege in Preparation 
Gibbs, Frances, Christian Family Life Program 
Giffin, Louise M., A New Home Among Old 


Friends 5:31 

Gittings, Leonard, Cameos of Our Mission Fields— 
4. Assam 1:37; 5. China 4:6; 6. Japan 5:28; 7. 
nan ag Congo 9:17; Haiti: Country of Oppor- 
tuni 

Pn R. Dean, Service Is Its Business ae 
What Can Atlantic City Do for You? 5:23; 
Stanton Gallup: Christian Layman 6:38; ithe 
General Council 12:24 

Grant, Mrs. W. Herbert, 
Order 1:52 


Nominations Are in 


Halko, Andrew, Glimpses of Bethel Work 1:45 
Hansen, Anne J., Many-Story Book, The, 11:28 
oe. Clifford’ G., This School Cares Enough 


——. V. Carney, Remember Your Dreams! 


eartberg, Joseph H., We must Not Let Them 

Down! 12:20 

Hodge, Blanche M., Elected—to Serve 4:36 

a Harriet Ann Smith, The Oil of Glad- 
ness 

Hunter, Ruth C., Christmas at Mather 12:29 


James, Lloyd G., On Cheering for the Home Team 
1:35; Chin Hilis Convention Draws 2,323 Baptists 


hlets Effective Means 


pn Raymond P., ¥ ay 
apanese Baptist Asso- 


of Evangelism 1: 36; 
ormed 1 

Ralph MM * What Is Our Share? 3:29 
of a Love Gift 4: 28; Transition 
Year 5:30; Missions "Through 31 


ciation 
J —, 
Autob: 


to the Cale 


Pairs of Eyes 1 


0:22 
Jones, Irene A., Whither—White Cross? 10:35 


December, 1955 


Jones, Martha M., Speakers and Interpreters Tell 
the Story 12: 
Jones, Olive E., South India Mission Has Annual 

Conference 4:43 
"H.C Margaret S., Prayer Time Comes to Congo 
Congo Mission Holds Annual Conference 


Kau, C. L., Santal Rite Reveals Need for the Gos- 


pel 1: 
Keech, Finley, Argument for New York Headquar- 
ters 5:16 


Lahrson, Gordon R., Founding of United Nations 
Commemorated 10:38 

Leavenworth, Lynn, Theological Conference: An 
Evaluation’ 3: 25; American Baptist Ministry to 
Students 4:21 

Lipphard, William B., As I See It 1:12; 2:12; 3:12; 
a2: 5:12; 6:12; 9:12; 10: ss 11:12; 12: 12; Ten 
Years i Siitler 11:16 ‘ 

Livingston, Ted, New Testament Saves Family 
from Suicide 1:58 : 

Les F. Townley, Baptists in Global Perspective 


Lyon, Ritchard E., World Mission Fair Held in 
Cincinnati 1:54 


Macdonald, Cliff, Let’s Complete the Picture 3:30 
Macias James I., Kansas Church Grows and Cre- 
ates Problem 6:44 
Makeham, Ruth, In My Father’s House 1:44 
Marlin, Estelle, The Changing Years 3:31 
Martin, Mabel, United Nations Spells Peace 9:36 
Merrill, Ida, Churches in Assam Had Excellent 
Year 4:45 “a 
Mosse, Marion S., Highways for Abundant Living 
11: 


Nickerson, Mrs. H. H., City Paths 1:53 
Noren, Loren E., Hong Kong in World-Mission 
Strategy 12:17 


Ohrn, Arnold T., The Golden Jubilee 2:25 
ae Cecil G., Ferment in the Middle East 


1:28 
Osborn, Charles R., 
tian Center 12:39 


1,000 Persons Served at Chris- 


Palmer, Milded B., Wings on Our Dollars 3:30 

Parker, Mary, Shall We Train Women? 3:37 

Patten, Veldon, Work with 
Indians 9:29 

Pepper, Clayton A., Ten Years Have Proved It! 


Reflections on My 


Porter, W. —g + General Council Airs Perplex- 
ing Problems 3:4 

Post, Vida, It’s New Year’s Day in Japan 1:42 

Pruett, Ozie D., On Seeing Missions for the First 
Time 11:21 


Randle, Vivian H., Three Marys at the Cross 2:53 

Read, Katherine << Foreign Societies Vote to 
Integrate 1:55 

Reagan, Louise, Journey to Green Lake 5:39 

Roach, Frieda, One Woman’s Influence 9:35 


Rodriguez, Esteban, The Gospel Changed Their 
ives 2: 
Rodriguez, Vacation Church Schools in 


Oscar, 
Eastern Cuba 2: 


ey pe Introducing the Theme for 1955—- 

~ :37 

Schmitz, Helen C., Reaching the Multitudes 2:18; 
Multiplying Her Hands 2:45; Hanging of the 
Greens, Brooks House 12:30 

Sears, Mrs. Charles H., Visitor Notes Changes in 
Expanding I.C.U. 6: 43 

a, a. A., 5-Year Upward Trend in Unified 

udget 2:5 
a, Edmund C., Song of the Shining Mountains 


Sizoo, Joseph R., We Give Thanks 11:24 

lemp, John C., Arizona Journey 6:15; Atlantic 
City, 1955 6:20; London, 1955 9:18; - 
Cornerstone Laid in Nation’s Capital 12:3 

Smith, Edna DeWitt, Return to Kowloon 4: 29 

Smith, W. Earle, Bay Cities Baptists Promote Race 
Harmony 9:39 

Sockman, Ralph W., More Than a Merry Christ- 
mas 12:22 : : 

Sérenson, Joel, Encounter with the Orient, 1. Cey- 
lon and India 4: 38; 2. Hong Kong 5: 

Spike, w+ . Vn, Diary of a City Minister 3:20 

oerne, OO ys ‘Let Us Rejoice and Be Glad in 

t’ 
=~ Edwin E., What Can the P.F.A.C. Do? 


Stewart, Howard R., We Recommend It 11:27 

Stickler, Lolita J., Poston Indians Are Receptive 
to Gospel 6:45 

Swain, nna Canada, World Christianity 10:8 
11: 10; 12:10; Central Committee at Davos 10: 16 

Swope, George W., ‘Project Friendship’ Helps 
Church in Need 11:39 


Taylor, Violet, Every Mother Knows 10:29 

Thompson, Loretta L., Thanksgiving for Spirit- 
ually —— Fruit 10:36 

Tolerba, Marciana, Thanks to Iloilo Hospital 9:28 

——_ Charlotte S., Sharing Visions in a City 
by the Sea 6 


Umpstead, Rhelda M., Hinder Them Not 4:30 


Wells, Charles A., We Need Not Walk Alone 1:3; 
Why Communism Grows 2:3; Guided Missiles 












ress 4:4; 
24; Home 


and Slingsnots 3:4; Religion and Pr 
Road Block 5:3; A Year of Growth? 
ig eg - 4; Baw J soe Responsibility 11:4; 
he Power of 2:4 
Wells, 
Students 4:17 
Wenger, Margaret, Whither—White Cross? 10:35 


Ronald V., gta ty Baptist Ministry to 


Wilson, Leonard ® Nicaragua Missionary Visits 
Remote Village 11:41 

Wiseman, Doris M., = Things to All Men 2: 43 

Wiseman. Dorothy , Nurse in Me Fought with 
the Missionary 2: 56 

Wolseley, Roland E 
from Overseas 2:3 


Our Race Problem as Seen 


Yousko, Andrew T., Mission in Thailand Formally 
Organized 6:42 


eh Martha L., The Girl in the Pink Dress 
:27 
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Should it always be followed 
SCHERLING SAYS—YES! @ 
BAILEY SAYS—NO! 


fed Cod] 
$2.00. 










* Different 

% Challengin 

% Just Off The 
Press 


SIXTEEN 30 minute 
speeches, tape recorded. 
ONE REVIEWER says “a 
aa timely non-sectarian dis- 
A cussion, of a practical sub- 
ject, on a high spiritual 
level, consisting of self-evi- 
dent truth, plus sound 
scriptural exegesis. It is 
fundamental to an understanding of one’s 
moral obligation”. Dr. M. S. Henderson. 
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Special limited offer— while they last. I 
will send you free with the purchase of 
debate book, my former book— “The 
Origin of Sin and its nature, as 
taught by Charles G. Finney, the 
Master Theologian. Acclaimed— 
The most satisfying answer ever 
Written. 

Remit $2.00 

Get two volumes 
Order direct 
SOM 2 oo 
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Vv. BONNIE 
LOS ANGLES, 26, CALIF 
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- IN Steek or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


ml FOLDING CHAIRS 


ia = 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
| Al AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


— P. REDINGTON 4CO. 


DEPT. 63, SCRANTON 2,PA. 











RENEW 


YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
TODAY 


e By renewing well in advance you 
will be certain to receive each 
copy on time. 

e You will save money if you take 
advantage of our 2 year and 3 
year rates. 


MISSIONS MAGAZINE 


152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
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Home Is Sweetest at Christmas 


* 


An Annuity Gift 


will help make your Christmas happier for many years to come— 


will herald to homes in many lands the Savior’s birth, making 


“GOD AND SINNERS RECONCILED” 
* 


For detailed information, write for the free leaflet, BUILDING TOMORROW’S WORLD 


MISS ANNIE E. ROOT, Treasurer 


WOMAN’S AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 
152 Madison Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 
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